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This history of Humboldt State
University is dedicated to the memory of
“Mr. Humboldt,” Homer P. Balabanis (1897-1991).
From 1923 until his death,
he served this university as faculty
member, administrator, and booster of
“the Humboldt Spirit.”



Foreword

This volume is not meant to be a comprehensive
institutional history. Rather, it is an attempt to record a
social memory for former students, faculty, staff, and
administrators. Thus the reader will discover an emphasis
on the people of Humboldt State.

The creation of this volume was a collective effort.
Associations and conversations with Homer P. Balabanis
inspired the book. President Alistair McCrone encouraged
it. A university sabbatical leave of one semester provided
the necessary time for most of the research.

Many people provided information and some provided
photographs, including Gladys Burritt, Connie Carlson,
Jean Falor, James Gast, Mary Greta, Paul Hendrickson,
Vern Henricks, Gayle Karshner, June McCartney, Dan
Pambianco, Dana Rice, Virginia Rumble, Howard
Seemann, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Sorenson, Helen Stover,
Bill Sullivan, Tom Trepiak, and Edward Webb. Several
students helped with research and conducted oral
interviews. Among them were Jeanie Allard, Edie Butler,
Joe Coohill, Clark Hatch, and Chris Hopkins. At various
stages, portions of the manuscript were typed by Linda
Hall-Martin, Judy Kirsch, Kathy Mayer, and Delores
McBroome.

Those who read parts or all of the manuscript, correcting
errors and making suggestions, were Milton Dobkin, Patsy
Givins, John Hennessy, Gayle Karshner, Alistair McCrone,
and Rod Sievers. Many thanks to all of these, as well as to

Erich Schimps, Lincoln Kilian, and other personnel in the
Humboldt Room of the university library.

Thanks to Simpson Paper Company for their donation of
the cover stock and part of the text paper. Thanks also to
Brizard Company, Simpson Timber Company and Arcata
Redwood Company for their financial support in the
production of this book.

Finally, most credit for the making of this book goes to
Kathleen Heil and her staff in University Graphic Services.
She and Dar Spain, with assistance from Erich Schimps,
selected photographs and created an attractive design for
this volume. Jim Toms assisted Dar Spain in making prints
of all the photos. Tim Sims, assisted by Julie Steiner,
edited and rearranged parts of the manuscript and wrote
some of the special features for publication.

Without all these people, we would not have a published
history of this institution.

The reader may find mistakes or may be disappointed by
the omission of a name, a story, or an event associated
with his or her own experiences at Humboldt State. For
that, we apologize. Those names, stories, and events
mentioned in this little volume are meant only to be
representative of the larger experience of Humboldt
since 1913. Future revisions of this history can correct

any omissions.
William R. Tanner
Professor of History
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Genesis

The effort to establish Humboldt Nor-
mal School was fraught with uncertain-
ty and controversy. Three hundred
miles from San Francisco, this area was
mainly rural during the first decade of
the 20th century. The founding of a college on this isolated
coast presented a number of challenges: limited transporta-
tion, lack of facilities, few faculty available, and distance
from the seat of state government, to name but a few.

1911 -14

The normal first opened its doors in the spring of 1914, in
facilities leased from the Arcata Grammar School. Probably
no one of that era envisioned a thriving university such as
would exist eight decades later. In those early years, sur-
vival was enough of a concern.

A national wave of social progressivism (p 2) had prepared
the way. Education had become a national priority around
the turn of the century, accenting the need for more, and
better trained, schoolteachers. Locally, Humboldt's normal
school (a normal trained elementary teachers, primarily)
owed its existence to months of arduous preparation. Poli-
tical maneuvering dominated the effort: in particular, a
contest between the cities of Eureka and Arcata over the
school’s location.

The Politics of a New School

Eureka's chamber of commerce apparently made the first
move toward establishing a normal school in Humboldt
County. In late 1911, Eureka appointed a committee
comprised of George Burchard, Charles Stern, and E.A.
Leach, to mount public support and make overtures to
Sacramento. Burchard later moved to Arcata and headed a
chamber of commerce effort to locate the normal school
there. Stern was later appointed by Governor Johnson to the
newly created state board of education, where he served as
an important spokesperson for the North Coast.

The committee brought forward many arguments to sway
legislators. Foremost were the area’s isolation and the long
distance from a teacher-training institution (Southern
Oregon Normal in Ashland was closest — 200 miles away).

Most passenger traffic in and out of Humboldt County
came by water. The Northwest Pacific Railroad was coming
from the south, but not until 1914 would Fort Seward resi-
dents witness the driving of the final spike in the line con-
necting Sausalito and Eureka. The Arcata & Mad River
Railroad could bring students from Korbel and Blue Lake.
From Crescent City, however, they had to wait up to six
hours for high tide to make the Klamath River navigable by
ferry, then progress slowly southward by car or (more like-
ly) horse-drawn wagon. Prior to 1914, only one poor dirt
road, the Humboldt and Mendocino Wagon Road, served
these travelers. Roads to Redding stood unimproved.

Sixty-five percent of the teachers in the area were not certi-
fied. Without a North Coast normal school, they, and any
future teachers, would have to bear the expense of attend-
ing school in Oregon or San Francisco. Humboldt County
also shared in the statewide shortage of qualified teachers
due to increased public school attendance. A 1911 state
assembly decision to distribute funds according to average
daily attendance had had the effect of a compulsory school
attendance law.

The Eureka normal committee mounted these and other
arguments. With some reluctance, they left out of their
proposals the controversial matter of a site for the normal
school in order to enlist support from other communities. A
new agency, the Federated Commercial Bodies of Humboldt
County, headed by Eurekan William Cook, joined the com-
mittee in seeking countywide support.

In December, 1912, State Senator William Kehoe and
Assemblyman Hans Nelson introduced legislation to
establish a Humboldt County normal school. Rumor has it
that the governor was unenthusiastic, but a local Republi-



Progressive
Education

researched by
the author

The foundingof Humboldt
State coincided withanex-
citing era of reform, the
Progressive Movement
(roughly 1897-1917),
which brought education
to new prominence on the
national agenda. The Pro-
gressives sought to allevi-
ate the negative conse-
quences of industrialism.
They wanted a nation eco-
nomically equitable and
socially just with in-
creased political partici-
pation by the masses. For
all of this, education was
key. Historian Lawrence
Cremin defined progres-
sive education as

part of a vast humanitar-
ian effort to apply the
promise of American life
—the ideal of government
by, of, and for the people
— to the puzzling new ur-
ban industrial civilization
... a many-sided effort to
use schools to improve the
lives of individuals.

The reforms that began
in the cities in the 1890s,
soon spread to state poli-
tics and eventually found
leadership in the admin-
istrations of two presi-
dents, Theodore Roose-
velt and Woodrow Wil-
son. Reformers regulated
public utilities and big
business, created safety
and sanitation laws,
fought state and city po-
litical bosses, and
pushed through legisla-
tionon women’s suffrage,
prohibition, and com-
pulsory school atten-
dance.

California experienced
this reform under the
principal leadership of
Governor Hiram Johnson
(later U.S. senator and
sidekick to President
Teddy Roosevelt). For a
quarter century prior to
Johnson’s governorship,

California had lived un-
der the thumb of the pow-
erful Southern Pacific
Railroad, which con-
trolled the workings of
government so as to keep
competitive railroads and
shipping lines from mov-
ing into the state. But
when progressive Repub-
licans (those breaking
from GOP ranks), and
Democrats sent Hiram
Johnson and other re-
formers to Sacramento,
the assembly put into ef-
fect many of the afore-
mentioned reforms (in-
cluding regulation of the
railroads).

The reform atmosphere
created a more receptive
environment for propos-
als to establish new nor-
mal schools. (Fresno State
Normal was established
in 1911; Humboldt State
Normal in 1913.)
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can politico and friend of
the governor, Ralph Waldo
Bull, lobbied vigorously for
passage. Governor Johnson
signed the law on June 16,
1913, establishing “Hum-
boldt State Normal School,
for the training and edu-
cation of teachers and oth-
ers in the art of instructing
and governing the public
schools of this state.”

Johnson also appointed a
local board of trustees and
empowered them to hire

and fire employees, and to establish admission and curricu-

lum standards. The board reported once a year to the state
superintendent of instruction. Local members included
William Cook, Henry Bridges, and Charlotte Gale, all of
Eureka; Rease Wiley of Arcata; and Edward Haight of
Fortuna. The governor and state superintendent served as
ex gfficio members.

The Feud: Eureka vs. Arcata

Thus was achieved stage one of the ultimate goal. The sec-
ond stage, however, would prove more difficult: choosing a
location for the school.

Eureka, the county seat, seemed the logical place. It was
centrally located and had the largest population in the
county (11,845). It could offer more facilities for the school
and for student housing. Furthermore, the Northwestern
Pacific Railroad would soon reach Eureka, providing trans-
portation by land from the south. Since three of five board
members lived in Eureka, few doubted the location would
be there. But while Eurekans assumed they would get the
normal school, Arcatans were not conceding anything.

Legislation establishing the normal school authorized the
local board to select a site and provide buildings. The state
assembly had appropriated $10,000 to fund the school,

Joy Gastman Sr.’s 1913 cartoon about the
over the location of the Normal School. Charlotte Gale is
shown escaping around the corner of city hall.

provided they could ob-
tain a two-year lease, free
of charge, for a suitable
building. The board met
on November 6, 1913,
and determined that the
school would open the
following January. Board
secretary Charlotte Gale
sent letters to the Arcata,
Eureka, and Fortuna
chambers of commerce
notifying them of a
November 13 meeting
accepting proposals for
the location of the school. The letter read, in part:

Those wishing to secure the location must, ac-
cording to the law, bring a two-year lease of
suitable rooms or building, free of charge, for
the housing of said school.

The Arcata Chamber of Commerce, led by J.F. Benton, Wil-
liam Preston, W.W. Stone, J.J. Krohn, Henry Brizard, and
former Eurekan George Burchard, produced a convincing
written proposal. They garnered pledges totaling $12,000
from residents in Arcata and as far north as Trinidad. They
also acquired a two-year lease on the Arcata Grammar
School, the cooperation and use of faculty and facilities at
Arcata High School, use of twenty acres of land for agricul-
tural experiments, rooms in local residences to house as
many as 100 students, and a twelve-and-a-half acre site
belonging to William Preston.

They presented this offer to the trustees on November 13.
The Eureka and Fortuna proposals, presented orally, were
not as appealing nor as firm. Fortuna offered twenty acres
of land and use of a five-room building. Eureka offered use
of the Winship building the following July and an indefinite
sum of money.

To the consternation of her fellow Eurekans, trustee Char-
lotte Gale joined Rease Wiley of Arcata and Edward Haight
of Fortuna in accepting the Arcata proposal (a 3-2 vote).



They set January 5, 1914, as the opening day and ap-
pointed Nelson Blieau Van Matré, then superintendent of
Eureka public schools, as president of the normal school.

William Cook and the Eurekans fought back. They chal-
lenged the legality of the board’s decision on the basis
that two board members had not been invited, namely,
Governor Johnson and Superintendent Edward Hyatt.
(Both were in Sacramento and probably unaware of the
meeting.) An appeal to the state attorney general resulted
in the November 13 meeting being declared invalid, thus
negating the decision in favor of Arcata.

After informing the governor and superintendent, three
other meetings were scheduled for late November and
early December. Eurekans busily drew up a more formal
written proposal to present at these meetings. The gover-
nor and superintendent still could not attend. Arcata sup-
porters Wiley and Haight boycotted the meetings on the
presumption that Charlotte Gale would now join her Eure-
kan colleagues in reversing the earlier decision.

A period of bitterness between the two communities en-
sued. (These communities had been feuding since 1854
over the series of disputed elections that determined the
Humboldt County seat.) Editorial battles raged between
the Humboldt Standard and the Arcata Union. The former
argued Eureka was the logical place for the normal school.
The latter maintained Arcata had made a legitimate offer
which had been accepted and should not be rescinded.

As the bickering went on, Wiley and Haight arranged a
February 4 board meeting in Sacramento with Superinten-
dent Hyatt and Governor Johnson attending. At that meet-
ing, Cook and Bridges voted again to rescind the Arcata
location. Charlotte Gale, who had indeed felt the wrath of
many Eurekans, now switched her vote. The board as a
whole, however, voted 4-3 to reaffirm the November 13
decision in favor of Arcata.

Perhaps Arcata had more than just its offer to recommend
it. Former HSU faculty members Homer Balabanis and Hy-
man Palais conjectured that Arcata’s political clout in Sac-
ramento influenced the decision. Arcatan Ralph Bull, for

instance, was a friend of Governor Johnson. Alexander
Brizard, father of Arcatan Henry Brizard, was a close associ-
ate of Arcata native, P.E. Bowles, a University of California
regent in Oakland whose daughter married the governor’s
son. So it's possible that Governor Johnson could have been
swayed by the Arcata connections.

Reconciliation

Shortly after that February meeting, in reply to a Union
editorial asking Eureka and Arcata to “bury the hatchet,”
the Humboldt Standard affirmed:

The Standard is pleased to say to the Union and
Arcatans generally that there is no hatchet to
bury. Eureka wants the Normal School to be a
success . . . Forget the contest and go to work
making the institution a power. Eureka is with
you.

Go to work they did. It had taken nearly eight months to
decide where to locate the school. It would take only two
months to make it operable.

In early March, Van Matré assumed the presidency and pre-
sented the trustees with acceptable standards for a course of
study. Shortly thereafter, the board issued the first bulletin
for use by prospective students. The board also made plans
for the state’s $10,000 and called in the $12,000 in pledges
made earlier.

That first budget for Humboldt State Normal School was
$17,248. Salaries commanded $10,000, and $3,291 went
toward constructing an additional building on the grounds
of the grammar school, located on 11th and M Streets (now
the site of Copeland Lumber). The remainder went toward
library books, equipment, and labor.

The railroads cooperated by arranging schedules so commut-
ers from the Eel River valley (as far away as Scotia) could
make classes and be home for supper.

Humboldt State was to be operable April 6, 1914.




(clockwise from
top) Arcata
Plaza, c. 1905-
15; H Street in
Arcata with
Methodist
Church in
foreground;
Excelsior Log-
ging Company
train; view east
on 11th Street.




Transportation
and Isolation

sources:
The Humboldt Bay
Region, 1850-1875,
by Owen C. Coy;
“California Redwood
Empire Place Names,”
by Lynwood Carranco
and Andrew Genzoli;
The Redwood Country,
edited by Lynwood
Carranco

ln 1850, Union (later Ar-
cata) was the major jump-
off point for the trails to
the gold mines. By 1856 a
major trail crossed Bald
Mountain to Orleans and
the Hoopa Valley, and
wagon roads reached as
far inland as Weaverville.

Not until 1867 would a
daily stage connect Arcata
and Eureka. Water travel
was quicker. In 1869, a
poorly maintained Mattole
Road connectedPetroliaand
Eureka. A new road in 1875
connected Humboldt Bay
with Mendocino.

in 1855
Union had opened a nar-

Meanwhile,

row-gauge railroad on a
long wooden trestle. It
crossed the muddy shal-
lows separating the town
from navigable waters.
This was the first operat-

ing railroad in California.
Freight and passengers
rode four-wheel carts
pulled by draft horses. The
wharf, the longest in the
country, ran from the site
of today’s Arcata Post Of-
fice to a point two miles
out into the bay.

This Arcata & Mad River
Railroad soon expanded to
carry the burgeoning tim-
ber industry’s redwood in
from the hills. The Black
Diamond became the
line’s first steam locomo-
tive in 1875.

Like Humboldt County’s lim-
ited road system, the rails went
into and out of the mountains,
but no line actually went out
of the area. Most goods and
passengers came and went by
ship. Sea passage was slow,
occasionally dangerous, and
impossible to schedule with
any accuracy. Finally in 1914
the combined efforts of the
Santa Fe and Southern Pacific
produced a railroad line from
Sausalito to Eureka. The North-
western Pacific Railroad
would be the last major rail
line built in the country.

View north across Humboldt Bay to the Arcata Wharf.




(clockwise from
top right)
Steamship
Pomona on
Humboldt Bay;
passenger train
alongside the
Arcata & Mad
River Railroad
Depot (now the
Arcata Post
Office site);
ferry crossing
the Klamath
River; road north
from Arcata to
Trinidad.




Alexander
von Humboldt

The name of the Ger-
man baron, Alexander
von Humboldt (1769-
1859), is affixed to a uni-
versity in Berlin, moun-
tains on four continents,
a glacier in Greenland, a
river in Nevada, bays in
Californiaand Colombia,
a South Pacific current,
and a “sea” on the dark
side of the moon. Many
have been the scientists
and explorers to fall un-
der the spell of the great
man’sintellect, including
members of the 1850
Laura Virginiaexpedition
who paid their tribute in
the naming of Humboldt
Bay.

“l have an extravagant

idea,” Humboldt once

wrote, “of describing in
one and the same work
the whole material world
— all that we know today
of celestial bodies and of
life upon the earth —from
the nebular stars to the
mosses on the granite
rocks.” Thus he began his
final work, the volumi-

nous Kosmos.

It was precisely that driv-
ing curiosity, that desire to
observe and catalog every-
thing, that led Humboldt to
transform Old World per-
ceptionsandbecome oneof
the most celebrated scien-
tists of his day. Darwin
called him “the greatest
scientific traveler that

ever lived.”

His New World expedi-
tion included a trek
through Venezuelan jun-
gles and mountains — an
experience that would
shed light on his world’s
concepts of geology, ge-
ography, biology, and
ecology. He also docu-
mented the oppressive
treatmentof Indianslaves
under Spanishrule, which
led Simon Bolivar to call
him “the discoverer of the
New World [whose stud-
ies] have done more good
than all the Conquista-
dors put together.”



A Beginning
... & Almost
an End

President Van Matré

Nelson Blieau Van Matré (1873-1956),
became the first president of Humboldt
State Normal School in March, 1914.
Van Matré had attended Dixon College, Northern Illinois
College of Law, and the University of Chicago, where he
earned a doctorate in education. (Chicago, a center for
progressive education, had pioneered the laboratory school
for teacher training in the 1890s.) Van Matré supervised
and taught in elementary and secondary schools
in the Midwest and California for some 15 years,
then superintended Eureka city schools for a year,
before becoming president of HSNS. He and his
wife moved to Arcata to a home still standing on
the corner of 10th and I streets. He busied himself
immediately with establishing curriculum, recruit-
ing students, and choosing faculty for the opening
of school in April.

1914 - 21

Small Beginnings

Van Matré worked with a $17,000 budget that first
year. (By comparison, the 1992-93 HSU budget
exceeded $52 million.) The normal’s main build-
ing, Arcata Grammar School, along the railroad tracks at
11th and M streets, was “a rather drab and austere two-
story frame edifice,” in the words of historian Hyman
Palais. Besides offices, it housed a gymnasium, manual
training room, domestic science room, and library. HSNS
soon added a temporary building for assemblies.

Student housing in small-town Arcata presented a chal-
lenge. Brousse Brizard's Normal Home-Finding Committee
found local homes where students could purchase room
and board.

Despite all obstacles, 62 students showed up for the open-

President Van

ing day of school. By early May the school had 63 women
and 15 men. (All forty-eight states would have compulsory
education statutes by 1918, so already there was a grow-
ing need for school teachers.)

Sarah Davies, author of an early history of Humboldt
State, characterized the admission requirements as judg-
mental. Students had to be at least 16 years of age, “rea-
sonably mature, [having] good health, and a good moral
character.” They were, after all, training to become teach-
ers of young children.

They chose from four programs:
1) a one-year course for experienced teachers,
2) a two-year course for high school graduates,

3) a three-year course for students with two or
three years of high school, or

4) a four-year course for grammar school
graduates.

By mid-April HSNS operated a grammar school
for five grades. Under the supervision of Eliza-
beth Rogers, who had performed similar duties
in Chico and San Diego, HSNS students taught
reading, math, grammar, history, and geography to
elementary school children.

Matré

Three other faculty members joined Rogers for the first
session: A.J. Davis, who had been president of two normal
schools in the East; Walter Clayton, a former school district
superintendent from Nevada; and Emma Woodman, teach-
er of manual training, domestic science, and art. Salaries
were $1,800 for men and $1,200 for women. President Van
Matré's annual salary was $3,200.
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Progressive Education

Progressive education reforms (p 2) heavily influenced the
philosophy and curriculum of Humboldt State Normal
School in its infancy. The nation’s transition from an
essentially rural agrarian state to urban industrialism had
set education and political reformers to thinking about the
inadequacies of the nation’s schools. From centers such as
Columbia University in New York, the University of Chica-
go, and Stanford University came the thinking that public
schools should assume the instructional role once filled by
agrarian living.

Thus vocational training rather than classical studies re-
ceived increasing emphasis. Manual training and domestic
science, with a community orientation, formed the core of
school curricula nationwide. An official report of the Na-
tional Education Association listed seven objectives of
secondary education:

the promotion of health, command of funda-
mental processes, worthy home membership,
vocation, citizenship, worthy use of leisure, and
ethical character.

In effect, public schools took on the socialization and moral
training of youth on behalf of society at large.

The curriculum and philosophy of Humboldt State Normal
would vary little from these trends. HSNS was only one of
many normal schools established to train rural elementary
school teachers.

Humboldt's faculty offered the following courses:

agriculture; American literature; arithmetic
methods; bookkeeping methods; domestic
science; drawing; general science; geography
methods; history methods; history of education;
manual training; music pedagogy; penmanship
and spelling methods; physical culture; psy-
chology; reading and composition methods;
teaching.

With such a comprehensive curriculum, the 1915 catalog
could claim that HSNS had everything an up-to-date
normal school needed to train first-rate teachers.

By 1919 vocational training (in agriculture, horticulture,
domestic science, manual training, and music) was re-
quired of all students. Those courses were considered both
utilitarian and educational. Katherine Asher was brought
in from Arcata High School to teach another utilitarian
course, physical education.

Student Life

For the HSNS student in those early days, room and board
ran $20-27 per month. Two years' books cost $20-25.

Campus life involved far more than books and lectures,
however. Students quickly established extracurricular
activities. For instance, the 1915 catalog said HSNS would
encourage “clean, wholesome athletics among both the
young men and young women.” Gym classes included
dancing, gymnastics, calisthenics, and various playground
games geared toward elementary school teachers of
physical education and health education.

Many of the men engaged in long distance running —
several miles out Alliance Road and back — which may
have had a hand in Humboldt’s strong cross-country
running tradition.

Students also competed in intramural basketball, baseball,
and track. The 1915 physical education class divided into
two teams and ran races on the gravel in front of the
school. The domestic science class served a meal to the
winners. Women dominated these sports, especially after
America entered the war in April, 1917.

Humboldt played its first football game, of sorts, against
Fortuna High School, and lost by an overwhelming margin.
Former coach Joseph Forbes, in his history of Humboldt
athletics, noted that “all male students were shanghaied”
to provide enough members for the football team.



The Humboldt
State Normal
School

froma 1916
recruiting brochure

To effectively train teachers so that the results of the training can be measured in
terms of efficiency in school work, it is necessary to place particular emphasis upon
four phases of the training.

1. A careful content review of all the subjects taught in the Elementary
Schools.

2. Thorough and adaptable courses in Educational Psychology, Pedagogy,
Methods of Teaching, and School Management.

3. Complete and comprehensive vocational courses. They should be given
in such a manner that the information and knowledge gained can be applied direct-
ly by the teacher for the betterment, contentment, and upbuilding of the commu-
nity in which she resides.

4. A very careful and systematic study of the workings of a school system.
This, together with constant observation and the greatest possible amount of suc-
cessful practice teaching in a well-organized training school, constitutes an impor-
tant part of the course.

If you are interested in becoming a well-prepared, thorough, and efficient teacher,
you can secure a training in the Humboldt State Normal School which will guaran-
tee this result.

A very carefully planned course of study with full information concerning the
school and its ideals is now ready for distribution.

With the enlarged faculty and the
additional buildings and equipment,
accommodations are provided for
one hundred more students for the
year, beginning August 2, 1916.
Applications will be considered in
the order in which they are re-
ceived. Any application blank may
be used.

Application Blanks and Course of
Study can be secured by addressing
President N.B. Van Matré, Arcata,
California.

e

The Arcata Grammar School on 11th Street:
the original site of HSNS.
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The student body elected its first offi-
cers in April of 1914: Leslie Graham,
president; Joseph Crawford, vice presi-
dent; Rhea Sage, secretary; Chester
Carlson, treasurer. Loftus Gray served
as athletic manager.

In the fine arts, students participated
in the lyceum (sponsoring public en-
tertainment), operas, chorale, glee club,
orchestra, and dramatics.

The curtain rose on the school’s first
play, Her Own Way,December 3, 1914.
Proceeds went to the Belgian Relief
Fund in war-torn Europe. That per-
formance, and many to follow, took
place at the Minor Theatre. Such per-
formances served as a bridge between
the school and the community.

Among drama, music, student gov-
ernment, and athletics — teacher training still remained the
school's primary focus. President Van Matré stressed,

The course of study offered in the Humboldt
State Normal School will make the very best
teacher that it is possible to make out of those
who enter.

As students moved through their probation for that
profession, every aspect of their lives came under scrutiny.
Men wore blue serge suits and white shirts. Women could
wear no colors. “The greatest possible attention is given to
the moral condition of these homes and communities in
which the students live,” said Van Matré. “Teaching school
is and should be a very serious business.” And so it was.

On May 26, 1915, the first graduating class participated in
commencement ceremonies at the Minor Theatre. Fifteen
women received certificates, including Susie Baker Foun-
tain who, in December, 1914, became the first graduate.
Arcatans in the class included Ana Averill Johnson, Grace
May Bloomer Christensen, Ruth Mill Foltz, and Alice Jane

Susie Baker Fountain,
the first graduate, 1914.

Gale, daughter of trustee Charlotte
Gale. The graduates were now qual-
ified to teach elementary school.

“Pop” Jenkins

As the curriculum and student body
expanded, so did the number of fac-
ulty. One new faculty member stands
out: Horace “Pop” Jenkins, teacher of
manual training for 38 years.

Some consider Jenkins the father of
Humboldt’s industrial arts program
(though Emma Woodman actually

_ preceded him in teaching it). Much of
g . Pop Jenkins' influence came outside
the classroom. For years he was
known and loved for his doughnut
and bean feeds, for taffy pulls after
pep rallies and sporting events, and for his concern for
students.

A New Campus

The growing school needed a new campus. Susie Baker
Fountain called the grammar school site along the railroad
tracks “irksome.”

Whenever the trains switched tracks, or the
locomotives rumbled by, the building trembled
and all classes came to a halt because of the
noise.

The opportunity to move came available after the fall of
1914. William Preston and stockholders of the Union Water
Company (directors: N.H. Falk, Len Yocum, Arthur Way,
and Kate Harpst) donated 51 acres of the hilltop east of
Arcata as a permanent site for HSNS. This included the
present university site as well as lands east and north of
today’'s campus.



The HSNS board of trustees accepted the gift and deter-
mined to construct temporary buildings on the Preston
tract. The state provided $91,285 for the buildings, equip-
ment, and salaries. Construction began in June, 1915.

One Arcata resident, Ana (Averell) Johnson, began her studies
at the normal school in San Jose. She would travel there by
steamer (aboard the Corona, the Pomona, or the Elder). In 1914
she transferred to the new Humboldt Normal School. By the
spring of 1915, she had successfully completed the require-
ments to run a one-room schoolhouse. In anticipation of grad-
uation day, each classmate was allotted $4.50 in material to

make her own graduation gown in domestic science class.

from The Lumberjack, 1988

Temporary buildings were constructed of redwood, with
pine floors. They were heated individually with wood
stoves. Built in a quadrangle of 30 rooms, they occupied
the site of what would become Founders Hall. To the south
stood the gymnasium and library. To the east was the
training school.

By January of 1916 the buildings were ready. Movers made
the sloshy trek from Arcata Grammar School up the hill
during one of the rainiest periods in history. Recorded rain-
fall that January totaled 13.02 inches, nearly four inches
above the norm.

Hardly were the new buildings occupied before the presi-

dent and others began appealing for a permanent building.
Van Matré reported that the number of students had grown
considerably in the school’s two years (from 78 to 156) and
that 381 students had now attended HSNS. He also report-
ed that demand for student teaching had increased with

the rising number of children attending the training school.

Student teachers, busy all week with the training school,
had to attend classes on Saturdays now. (Until 1919, stu-
dents had to practice teach seven different subjects to
seven different grades, for 70 weeks!)

With additional community influence, the state legislature
appropriated $245,000 to construct the new administra-
tion building. On the day Governor William Stevens signed
the bill, June 2, 1917, nearly every resident of Arcata blew
some kind of whistle or siren to celebrate. The Arcata
Union reported a noise so impressive that some residents
thought the World War had ended. This was not the case,
unfortunately, and because of the war, construction of the
permanent building would be delayed until 1920.

The War — & Local Battles
Against Declining Enrollment

On the third anniversary of the opening of Humboldt State
Normal School, April 6, 1917, the U.S. entered World

War 1. The war would make a considerable impact on the
school, nearly causing its demise.

HSNS enrollment, which reached a high of 159 in 1917,
dropped to a low of 59 in 1920. Military service under-
standably caused a drastic decline in the male student
population. Pop Jenkins complained of his manual arts
class, “The workshop seems to produce nothing but hope
chests. Still no men enrolled at Humboldt.” Only two men
enrolled in the fall of 1918.

Other factors contributed to the declining enrollment. A
1917 state law stiffened entrance requirements. No student
could enter a normal school without a high school diplo-
ma, an 80 percent grade-point average, and a personal
recommendation by her/his school principal.

Enrollment also declined as the teaching profession be-
came less attractive because of higher-paying wartime jobs
in business. A national teacher shortage between 1918 and
1921 suggests that low normal school enrollment occurred
everywhere, not just at HSNS.
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Economic hard times, which stretched across the nation in
1920-21, helped continue the downward trend. And locally,
the fact that Humboldt State’s costs for teacher training
were higher than the costs at sister institutions in Califor-
nia ($291 per student at Santa Barbara, for example, com-
pared with $753 per student at HSNS) only compounded
the enrollment problems.

The state board of education considered retracting the money
appropriated for the permanent building on the hilltop. They
called the establishment of
HSNS “a mistake.” The in-
tervention of Senator Hans
Nelson helped prevent the
nearly fatal retraction. None-
theless, the board’s misgiv-
ings held up the appropria-
tion for the permanentbuild-
ing for nearly three years.

Meanwhile both school and
community mounted strong
efforts to recruit students.
Extension courses by corre-
spondence, introduced in
1917, allowed teachersin the
field to gather units to qualify
for a teaching certificate.

HSNS Letter, the school cata-
log, recruited both for HSNS
and for the teaching profes-
sion in general. Between
1917 and 1919 the Letter
featured specialty pictures
and lesson plans to aid teach-
ers of geography, spelling,
and other courses. The catalog also touted the beauty of
Arcata and the North Coast.

To show community support, civic organizations from Ar-
cata and surrounding areas subscribed to a loan fund to
assist HSNS students who needed financial aid.
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The efforts barely succeeded, however. In 1919, a reported
500 schools in California needed teachers. It was not until
after 1921, however, that normal school enrollment
increased significantly, but that was probably due more to
a return of improved economic conditions.

A New Name

The 1917 law revising admission standards also changed
the administrative structure of
state normal schools. Powers of
the local trustees transferred to
the state board of education.
Normal school presidents could
attend state board meetings and
make requests, but the final word
would now come from Sacramen-
to. This represented a nationwide
trend to standardize and consoli-
date decision making in matters of
curriculum, textbooks, and admis-
sion and graduation requirements.

The HSNS board of eight years (in-
cluding R.H. Edwards and Anna
Porterfield who had joined original
members Edward Haight, H.J.
Bridges, and Rease Wiley) dissolved
in 1921.

That was the year California made
its normal schools into teachers col-
leges. San Jose, Chico, San Diego,
San Francisco, Santa Barbara, Fres-
no, and Humboldt became a new
system: the California State Teach-
ers Colleges. Humboldt State Normal officially became Hum-
boldt State Teachers College and Junior College. (Imagine
spelling out HSTCJC across a letter sweater!)

st e Bl

The original HSNS family, 1914

Humboldt now offered a four-year teacher training course,
planting the seed for an eventual bachelor’s degree in educa-
tion. Humboldt also offered a two-year junior college program



thatwould transfer toward
a B.A. at the University of
California.

The school broadened its
course offerings consid-
erably. More and more,
Humboldt's courses were
oriented toward subject-
matter general education.
Manual training, for in-
stance, was no longer re-
quired of every student.
Economics, biology, and
other subjects took its
place.

The Swimmin’ Hole

Athletics and physical education received a small boost in
the postwar years. Workers began developing a leveled ath-
letic field in the canyon east of the temporary buildings on
the hilltop (present site of Redwood Bowl).

Sometimes they worked on an athletic field. On other occa-
sions they developed that area with visions of a picnic and
recreational area. Either way, most of the visible results
would have to wait until the 30s.

A “swimmin’ hole” splashed onto the scene in 1920. While
an outdoor pool in a North Coast climate did little for stu-
dent recruitment, William Preston had specified that a
swimming pool be built on the property he granted HSNS.
Workers constructed an eight-foot concrete wall to hold
back water from a stream above Jolly Giant Canyon just
north of today’s Redwood Bowl.

According to Coach Joseph Forbes,

This pool, fed by spring water from the stream,
combined with the freezing temperature of the
air, discouraged all but the most (fool)hardy.

Proposed new campus on Redwood Heights, 1916

Survival Summary

Worthwhile (and not-so-
worthwhile) endeavors
sometimes end almost
as soon as they've be-
gun. There are no guar-
antees. The first seven
years of Humboldt State
were significant if for no
other reason than that
the fledgling school
surmounted a number of
obstacles and survived.

Despite shaky beginnings (and even shakier facilities) at
Arcata Grammar School and up on the hilltop, despite a

world war, despite institutional reorganization and eco-

nomic hard times, Humboldt State entered the 20s with

bright prospects for its future.

Symbolic of that spirit of optimism and endurance: con-
struction had begun on the new administration building,
the future Founders Hall.

Some attribute Humboldt's survival into the 20s to the
leadership of President Van Matré or to the support and
dedication of faculty members and students. It was the
outside community, however, that cemented the structure.

Citizens of Arcata and outlying communities gave money,
time, moral and political support to ensure the survival of
their school. They pledged funds and facilities to get HSNS
off the ground in 1913-14. They organized to find room
and board for students. Several donated land for a perma-
nent site. They established a loan fund for students. They
lobbied in Sacramento to ensure support for the normal at
the state level. Without such community support, HSNS
would have closed its doors before 1920.
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He’s been described as “al-
most Christlike . . . the sweet-
est, gentlestman.” Ruth Chap-
man, a student in the 20s, re-
members, “Everybody loved

him, whether you were in his

he and his class constructed a
boatinside whatis now Jenkins
Hall. They either built the
boat too big, or the architects
designed the building too

small because a concrete wall

received the surprising news
that Channing had gotten
married during the war. His
English war bride came to
America and presented Pop

with his new grandson (see

A classesornot.” GayleKarshner  had tobe removedinorderto  photo). This was joyous news

Tribute remembers him during the  get the boat out. to a man so deserving — a
' n 2 .

ey World War Il years as being man who, himself, had given

very sensitive to people’s
needs, especially those whose

loved ones had gone overseas.

A temporary shack thrown up
during World War | became
Pop’s Shop, the center for his
industrial arts classes and,
judging by many students’
memories, a makeshift kitch-
en where he often fed his stu-
dents. He had a large iron pot
like a witch’s kettle with an
open fire underneath. In and
after class, he cooked candy,
soups, and beans which —

during the Depression— com-

Pop and his wife Anna were
blessed with two sons. One son,
Channing, a reconnaissance
photographer over Normandy
in World War 11, was killed
the day before D-Day. Pop
got the news while on a cross-
country train. Later he would
claim it was in that moment
that the Parkinson’s disease
(which eventually crippled
him) began invading his body.

After the war, however, Pop

so much joy.

prised the only hot meal of the

HUMBOLDT STATE COLLEGE

i J
! March 20, 21,22
G e R

Pop Jenkins as a young man
(lefty and with his grandson, Channing,
on the cover of a Humboldt
Hilarities program.

day for some students.

Pop also taught toy-making

and pottery classes. One of his

friends remembers the time
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(clockwise from
top right) The
Minor Theatre,
corner of 10th
& H Streets,
where the first
HSNS com-
mencement
took place;
graduates wear-
ing gowns they
made; opening
night at Petten-
gill’s Minor
Theatre, Dec. 3,
1914; Mr. Beer
and son in pota-
to patch on
President Van
Matré’s lot,
present site of
the art building.



(center) In the
background is
the first HSNS
building on the
Preston tract;
(top and bot-
tom) Early stages
of construction
of the adminis-
tration building
(later called
Founders Hall),
completed in
1922,
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Roaring
Through
the 20s

authorized construction of a cafeteria south of the main
building.

Like most colleges, Humboldt State
Teachers College experienced growth

1922 - 30 and prosperity in the years just

The 20s would also see a new red tile roof on the main

preceding the Great Depression.
Enrollment, faculty, and curriculum
expanded. Extracurricular activities flourished. The physi-
cal layout of the campus improved. The 20s roared for
Humboldt State.

building (1925), a bookstore at its entrance (1923), and
land purchases for a future gymnasium and tennis courts.

A Permanent Home

The early months of 1922 saw the
campus’ first permanent building
completed atop Preston Ridge. It was
called the Main Building or Adminis-
tration Building until renamed
Founders Hall in 1959.

This structure housed classrooms,
faculty and administrative offices, a
library, and an auditorium. The east
wing served as the training school
for elementary school teachers.
Thirty-nine arches and doorways re-
mained open air until 1927. In her written account, historian
Sarah Davies recalled, “Students found the permanent build-
ingmuch less comfortable before these arches were enclosed.”

When Humboldt joined the California State Teachers Col-
leges system in 1921, the local board lost its official status.
Before disbanding, however, the trustees and a group of
local businesspersons saw to it that the redwood quad-
rangle of temporary buildings hastily erected in late 1915
was put to good use.

Presidential secretary Martha Beer Roscoe witnessed the
quadrangle’s piece-by-piece transportation down the hill
for use in a 50-person dormitory on the site of present-day
Nelson Hall. Then, as one of their last acts, the trustees

Founders Hall, 1922.

A Growing Enrollment

Humboldt coordinated its efforts to
recruit and retain students. The
college catalog, Circular of Infor-
mation, stressed the appeal of the
natural environment: redwoods,
lumber camps, the coastline, and
“a succession of wonderful pano-
ramas in which Humboldt Bay
holds the center of the picture.”

The school also used new summer
sessions in its recruiting spiel.
Both prospective teachers and
employed, noncertified teachers
could take advantage of
Humboldt’s mild summer climate to earn elementary
teaching certificates and state credentials. To raise money
to advertise this fact, Humboldt students presented dra-
matic performances of 7he Arrival of Kitty in 1925. The
play brought in a thousand dollars and, indirectly, a
number of new students.

Enrollment tripled during the decade, peaking at 372 in
1930. Men students, still a minority, constituted one third
of that total. Nearly three students in four came from the
North Coast.

The physical act of arriving on campus — a city set upon a hill
— seldom proved easy. Esma Catherine (Duck) Hunt, a 1924
graduate, testified to the limited transportation facilities.
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(clockwise from
top right)
Courtyard of the
new building
(Founders Hall),
1922; “tempo-
rary” buildings
on south end;
main entrance;
copy of “Winged
Victory” in main
lobby.




“Four students had cars,” she recalled. Her
daily commute from Eureka began “around the
bayby train, tobe metby a Model T at the siding
at the foot of the hill for transporting up the
grade.”

Students needing a job obtained part-time em-
ployment on campus. (Room and board for
dormitory residents cost $24 per month in
1925. Registration and student body fees were
$1.50and $5, respectively.) At the other end of
the educational process, a placement service
helped graduates obtain teaching positions.

New Curriculum, New Faculty

The primary academic mission of the college remained
teacher training, but new secondary purposes accompanied
the transition to teachers college/junior college status.

AJunior Certificate prepared high school graduates for fur-
ther education through two years of “federal foundation”
courses which would transfer to the University of Califor-
nia. Humboldt State also offered more vocational training,
including an auto and tractor mechanics course and a two-
year commercial course.

Academic programs opened up to allow for diversity and
electives. Foreign languages expanded to include French,
Spanish, Latin, and German. Lower division offerings ex-
panded in the fields of hygiene, physical education, mathe-
matics, natural science, English, philosophy, and the social
sciences. So great was the expansion, that by 1926 the
college received authorization to offer a B.A. degree. Four
years later a bachelor’s degree was required of everyone in
teacher training.

The changes in academic programs meant new faculty.
While the 1921-22 catalog listed 16 faculty members, with
Pop Jenkins the senior member, that number would nearly
double by the time of the stock market crash in late 1929.
Several familiar names appear on the faculty and adminis-
tration lists: Jessie Turner Woodcock, secretary to the

president, registrar, and treasurer in the
early years; Homer Balabanis, who arrived
in 1923 to teach French, economics, and
sociology; Fred Telonicher, men’s athletic
coach; Laura Herron, women's coach;
Imogene Platt, registrar, 1926; Leo
Schussman, head of the department of
education; Maurice Hicklin, English and
journalism professor; and Edward and
Emily Graves, librarians.

Homer Balabanis

End of the Van Matré Era

President Van Matré served until 1924, and was succeeded
by Ralph Swetman. Van Matré is credited with helping
Humboldt survive that first difficult and parsimonious
decade. By the time he left, Humboldt was a permanent
fixture in the California State Teachers Colleges system.

Homer Balabanis attributed the school’s heavy stress on
moral character to Van Matré. His was a noble, purposive
vision for the teaching profession. By the strength of his
convictions, however, he wielded strong control over stu-
dent and faculty lives, including their social behavior. He
could hire and fire faculty members at his discretion. Bala-
banis noted:

It has been alleged that faculty turnover was
high because the president did not want any
faculty member to earn sufficient tenure to
challenge his authority.

Indeed, the popular Pop Jenkins was let go by Van Matré
for the 1923-24 academic year. Fortunately for Humboldt
students, President Swetman rehired Jenkins in 1924.

President Swetman

Ralph Swetman made notable contributions to Humboldt
during his six-year tenure. His efforts to repair relations
between Arcata and Eureka succeeded, in large part. Though

23



24

The College
Elementary
School

Heten stover began
her schooling in 1925,
climbing wooden side-
walks to the College
Elementary School in
Founders Hall. By the
time she graduated 8th
grade, CES occupied Gist
Hall. Four years later she
returned, along with
many of her classmates,
this time for a college
education.

Students of CES were
those who lived in the
area, though some were
from Eureka and environs.
Some were children of
local educators (Helen’s
father was Professor
Homer Arnold), while

still others — the “in-
corrigible” and slow
learners — were sent

from Arcata Grammar
School to get special at-
tention. Classes were
small. Most Arcatans sent
their children to Arcata
Grammar, considering
CES “too permissive.”
But Stover believes their
school was more enlight-
ened, with students’ in-
dividuality taken seri-
ously.

A study unit on Japan,

for instance, involved a
Japanese tea and an
exchange of dolls with
the emperor’s daughter.
Stella Little, from the col-
lege faculty, taught them
watercolors. Professor
Marie Ostrander taught
second graders to
sightread music and sing
parts. After lunch, Mrs.
Ostrander played records
while students costumed
themselves in theatrical
props and free-danced to
the music. The kids could
use the college library.
Former student, Jean Falor,
(Professor Schussman’s
daughter), recalls picking
wild strawberries on the
hill. In addition, students

had strong instruction (by
Humboldt’s student teachers
and their supervisors) in
reading, grammar, and
math.

Only occasionally did all
this freedom backfire.
Professor MacGinitie let
two boys (one was Helen
Stover’s brother) into his
chemistry lab to satisfy
their curiosity about mak-
ing gunpowder. When the
boys were late back to
class, the teacher confis-
cated their package and set
it on the corner of her desk
— which just happened to
be up against a hot radia-
tor. You can guess the rest.

Second grade in Founders Hall, 1929-30.




many Eurekans still fostered hard feelings over the location of 2) a major in the discipline taught, with a minor in education
the normal school, Swetman cultivated better relations by par- or psychology;

ticipating in many service clubs and organizations. He gave
speeches, attended city functions, and recruited students. He
induced the Humboldt Times and the Arcata Union to cooper-

3) a willingness to teach elementary grades or extension cours-
es for adults;

ate in promoting better relations between the two cities and 4) a constructive, optimistic, enthusiastic, and kindly attitude;

the college.

Arcata businessmen took an important step in
promoting college and community relations in
1928, when they founded the HSTC Improve-
ment Association. Members of that group in-
cluded H.W.Jackson, S.D. Cerini, Ralph Bull, J.J.
Krohn, Vernon Hunt, Henry Brizard, Frank
Tooby, and George Averell.

The association bought land for the site of the
College Elementary School (now Gist Hall) and
raised funds to improve the dormitories. An
offspring of that organization, the HSU Founda-
tion, continues to this day as a symbol of strong
university/community relations.

Meanwhile, Swetman raised academic stan-
dards at Humboldt by introducing a grade-

5) motivation to do some study or investigation
in either the major field or in education;

6) a commitment to progressive education found-
ed on scientific thinking.

The president adhered to the popular idea of
child-centered education touted at Columbia
Teachers College and Stanford University. As
historian Sarah Davies put it:

President Swetman was called an apostle — a
crusader for the child’s rights. He approached
the work of training teachers with missionary
zeal.

- - Swetman also loved outdoor recreation and hik-
L E NI EN  ing. Librarian Edward Graves declared the presi-
dent was so enthusiastic about the redwood forest

point average system, an academic probation system, and an east of Humboldt that he “personally took up axe and mattock
honor roll. He also raised qualifications for full-time faculty to help make a trail through it.”
members:
1) possession of an M.A. or Ph.D. from a recognized Athletics
university;

Upon his retirement, Professor Hicklin explained his
decision to come to Humboldt: “I was studying at Stan-
ford University, intending to stay until | goi‘ my doctor-
ate, when I was offered the position on HSC’s faculty in
1925. | came up to visit and found the scenery so beau-

tiful, and the people in the town and the college so
friendly, that the first thing I knew, I’d been here 31
years!”

The president’s attitude no doubt promoted greater emphasis
on athletics and physical education during the 20s. These were
days of national sports heroes such as boxers Jack Dempsey
and Gene Tunney, and football’s Four Horsemen of Norte
Dame. At Humboldt, the “household names” were coaches Bert
Smith, Fred Falkenberg, Fred Telonicher, and Laura Herron; and
student athletes Bill Pederson, Leo Sullivan, and (especially)
Elta Cartwright.

Former professor and coach Joseph Forbes and former athlete
Janet Ferguson have written competent but unpublished his-
tories of athletics at Humboldt. These works suggest four
highlights in sports during the 20s:
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1) the ministering of activities which had
shifted to the student body in 1924;

2) the creation of the Women's Athletic Associa-
tion in 1925, and the subsequent hiring of
Laura Herron;

3) the phenomenal success of women's athlet-
ics, capped by Elta Cartwright's participation in
the 1928 Olympics;

4) the first intercollegiate football contest in
1927.

Women’s Athletics & “Cinder” Elta

Women athletes brought expansion and honor to Hum-
boldt’s athletic programs. Laura Herron, who had taught
physical education at Eureka High School, came to Hum-
boldt State in 1925. For the next five years she organized a
highly successful program for women.

Herron initiated the campus Women's Athletic Association
and the Humboldt County branch of the Northern California
Athletic Association (1927). Her athletes competed both in-
side and outside Humboldt County. She achieved a high de-
gree of participation in intramural athletics, fielding teams
in volleyball, field hockey, basketball, softball, track and
field, and tennis. In 1925 she organized Play Day — a day
of sports on campus for local high school girls. This
became an annual event for many years.

The 20s roared for women'’s athletics. At one track and
field practice meet in 1926, Coach Herron’s women beat the
Humboldt State men 33 to 26! The women's basketball
team traveled through Mendocino County, and played
several high school teams. These activities received strong
presidential support. (He might have shown less enthusi-
asm had he known the whole story. Former Humboldt
athlete Bernice Stokes Harpst recalled, “We met many boys
and girls from these areas, broke training rules, partied
around after the coach was in bed, and really had a good
time.”)

In speaking of Humboldt's women athletes, the brightest
spotlight certainly must fall on track star “Cinder” Elta
Cartwright. In 1926 she helped her team win a national
track meet in San Francisco. In 1927 “Cinder” Elta tied the
women's world record in the 100 yard dash (11.4 seconds)
and set a new world record in the women'’s broad jump. In
1928 she was the first woman selected for America’s first
Women's Olympic Team, which competed in Amsterdam.

Coach Laura Herron had turned around women'’s athletics
at Humboldt. Yet despite her success as coach and promot-
er, her personal habits were not to the liking of President
Swetman. He let her go. Homer Balabanis related that she
was “too independent for Swetman, and she smoked cigar-
ettes.” Jessie Turner Woodcock, even more explicit, said,
“People reported her for having students in her home,
drinking, and all kinds of wild parties going on . . . I even
went to one of the wild parties.”

Whatever the case, from Herron's departure until the 60s,
women's athletics would exist largely on a local and intra-
mural level at Humboldt. Still, participation and support
remained strong.

Men’s Athletics

Men’'s athletics boasted far less success than the women'’s
programs during the 20s. Between 1923 and 1927, coaches
Bert Smith and Fred Falkenberg arranged for the baseball,
basketball, and football teams to play Northern California
high school and amateur teams. The school promoted
sporting events more as recruiting tools to attract more
men to Humboldt State.

The shortage of male students proved a persistent hindrance
to athletics. For example, the football team disbanded in 1926
when several players’ academic ineligibility decimated the
squad. Cabrillo, the 1927 yearbook, noted grimly:

For the second time in the history of the school,
Humboldt experimented with football, and for the
second time in its history found the game too
much for it.



Elta Cartwright's
Olympic
Summer

Source:

The Humboldt Times,
July 5 - August 29, 1928

In the summer of 1928,
Babe Ruth was belting
homers every few days,
Johnny Weismuller
(“Tarzan”) was breaking
swimming records, and
Herbert Hoover was camp-
ing at Bull Creek. But it
was a diminutive 20-year
old HSTC graduate, Elta
Cartwright, who was
capturing the hearts of
Northern Californians and
much of the nation.

On July 4, coach Laura
Herron’s Northern Cali-
fornia Athletic Club dom-
inated the national track
meet in Newark. Elta won
the 50 yard dash, 100
meter dash, and broad
jump, leading one nation-
alwireservice to proclaim
her “the outstanding
woman athlete in the US.”

Seven days later Elta
boarded the President
Roosevelt, chartered for
the American team’s pas-
sage to the Amsterdam
Olympics. The 10-day
voyage was difficult. Team
members endured sea-

sickness, severely limited
training facilities, and a
distressing incident in
which a crew member,
thrown in the brig for
drunkenness, accidentally
set himself afire and died.

Elta
reached the semifinals in
the 100 meter dash be-
fore being eliminated.

In Amsterdam,

Gracious in defeat, she
made no alibis. “I gave all
I could,” she wrote home.
“1 only hope that the
people of Humboldt do
not think I was unworthy
of the trip . . . Miss Herron
gave me a lovely bunch of
pink roses for a consola-
tion prize. A little note
tied to the roses read: ‘In
defeat as in victory.
Laura.” Last night | ran
that race over 50 times in
mysleep. Butwhenlwoke
up and saw my consola-
tion prize, 1 realized the
darn race was really

over.”

The hearts of North Coast-
erswent out to their cham-
pion. Eureka’s chamber of

commerce planned a wel-
coming celebration for
Elta and her teammates,
anticipating a crowd of
2,000. As the Humboldt
Times recorded, “An en-
tire county turned out to
pay homage to its athletic
heroines and welcomed
them home with a cel-
ebration such as has never
been equaled in Eureka.”

As many as 15,000 people
lined the streets for the
parade. Hundreds more
greeted Elta’s bunting-
bedecked train at every
stop between Sausalito
and Fields Landing. They
waved flags and banners.
Sirens blew, bands played
and children sang. Never
before— and perhaps not
since — had Humboldt
witnessed such a whole-
hearted outpouring of
love. All for a modest
young teachers-college
graduate who would,
within the week, trade in
her key to the city for a
key to a small classroom
in Petrolia.
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(clockwise)
Aerial view of
20s campus with
women’s dorm
on left and many
private homes;
ukulele ensem-
ble,1927;“Kids’”
party, 1922;
Women'’s Ath-
letic Association,
1927.



Basketball teams found
slightly more success. They
competed in the Humboldt
CountyIndependent League,
composed of local amateur
teams sporting such color-
ful names as the Samoa
Bluedevils and the Holland-
er (Eureka) Sparklers.

Humboldt played its first
intercollegiate football
game in the fall of 1927.
Newly arrived coach and biology professor, Fred Telonicher,
took his team of 12 men to play at Southern Oregon Nor-
mal School in Ashland. They lost 33-0. Still, it was a first.
Under Telonicher’s tutelage, Humboldt continued to engage
in intercollegiate play with Southern Oregon, Chico State,
and others. The first football victory came in 1929 against
San Francisco College of Pharmacy.

More than just a long-time coach of the football and basket-
ball teams, Fred Telonicher was also an excellent teacher.
Students from his physiology classes went on to excel at Cal
and various medical schools. Humboldt gained a strong repu-

tation for its pre-med program.

Stars of the men’s athletic teams of the 20s included Bill
Pederson, Leo Sullivan, Abner Brantley, and basketball cap-
tain Ben Feuerwerker.

Associated Students

Associated Students of the Humboldt State Teachers Col-
lege and Junior College was founded in the fall of 1924 to

create student self-
government, promote
athletics, cooperate
with faculty, establish
ideals of honesty and
fair play in every phase
of student life, and
nurture a feeling of
loyalty to [the] school.

The first AS officers were
Howard Trueblood, presi-
dent, and Monroe Spaght,
vice president. The constitution also provided for athletic
managers for both men and women. For more than two
decades, the athletic managers helped coaches gain re-
sources for athletic programs.

The Student Community

In many ways the organizations and activities on and off
campus created a sense of community and promoted atten-
dance at Humboldt State. To participate in extracurricular
activities, students had to carry at least ten semester units
of passing course work, attend classes regularly, and pay
student body dues. A five-student board of control moni-
tored “standards of proper conduct and honorable scholar-
ship.”

Students lacked no opportunity for participation, especially
in the musical and performing arts. Seventy-five students
and faculty put on a 12-act comedy, 7he College Jinx, in
1924 to raise money for lamps in front of the main build-
ing. A 1925 play, Slates, starred Estelle Preston and Mon-
roe Spaght.

The College Lyceum, later called The Collegians, presented
musical and dramatic programs both on campus and in
various communities along the North Coast. The Lyceum
featured a jazz orchestra, the Melody Men, who performed
in a radio broadcast from San Francisco in 1930. One of
their favorite numbers was “Moonlight and Roses.”
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Monroe
Spaght

Ohne of the school’s
distinguished alumni,
Monroe Spaght, was a
local boy who began
attending HSTC at the
age of only 14. (He had
entered Arcata Union High

School at age 10.)

Despite his youth, Spaght
was a “big man on cam-
pus” during the mid-20s.
He appeared in dramatic
productions, played trom-
bone solos with the col-
lege orchestra (which in
those days primarily played
popular dance tunes),

servedasthefirstvice presi-

dent of Associated Stu-
dents, and acted as toast-

master for banquets.

After three years at Hum-
boldt, Spaght transferred
toStanford where he com-
pleted his bachelor’s,
master’s and doctoral de-
grees. He then joined Shell
Oil Company asaresearch
chemist, working his way
up the corporate ladder
until he became president
in 1960. Later, he became
managing director of the
Royal Dutch Petroleum

Company.

In his later philanthropic
efforts, Spaght never for-
got his North Coast alma
mater. Most notably, he
established a distinguish-
ed lecturerseries that con-
tinues to bring prominent
business leaders to cam-
pus. In appreciation, the
alumni association hon-
ored Spaght with the
Who'’s Who award during
the school’s Golden Anni-
versary celebration in

1963.



What else? All-college dances, lectures, class parties, a Cos-
mopolitan Club, and the Audubon Bird Club. Associated
Women Students involved students and faculty in a Big
Sister/Little Sister program through which “better study
habits were formed, more acquaintances were made, and
cliques were eliminated.”

Work Day, initiated in 1925, quickly became a popular and
useful activity. With classes called off, all students and
faculty cleaned up the campus buildings and grounds. The
work gave way to a party and dance in the evening, a tra-
dition that endured until 1956.

We Have Alumni Now

Indicative of Humboldt State's increasing stability and in-
stitutional maturity, 1924 saw the formation of an alumni
association. The first officers were Hugh Stewart, presi-
dent; Emily Duprey Murray, vice president; and Jessie
Turner Woodcock, secretary.

The association sponsored the school’s first homecoming,
honoring the not-so-distant class of 1917. A football game
with Arcata High (9-0 in favor of Humboldt) preceded a
gathering of students, faculty, and alumni at the Arcata
Fireman'’s Hall.

Literary Pursuits

Among other “firsts” during the 20s were student publica-
tions.

Students published a yearbook, Cabdrillo, in 1927. (The
Spanish navigator Cabrillo, blown off course in 1542, was
perhaps the first European to set foot on the North Coast.)

The yearbook had class photographs, informal snapshots,
and special sections on extracurricular activities during the
1926-27 school year. Photographs of faculty members in-
cluded Homer Arnold, education; Homer Balabanis, social
science; Maurice Hicklin, English and journalism; Laura
Herron, physical education; Horace “Pop” Jenkins, indus-
trial arts; Leo Schussman, education; and the president’s
secretary, Jessie Turner Woodcock.

The first student newspaper, appropriately named 7%e Fog-
horn, went to press during the 1924-25 school year. Edited
by Lee Baird, it featured short stories, special columns, and
news notes. Students assessed themselves a $6 fee in the
spring of 1925, but their support proved insufficient to
keep the paper going.

The next effort to publish a student newspaper came in
1929. Lawrence Morris edited HS7C Rooter (to indicate its
purpose as a booster of the college). One year later students
renamed it 7he Lumberjack, which has survived to this day.
At that time, Associated Students, not the journalism de-
partment, published the newspaper.

Early issues of the Rooter contained book reviews of current
best sellers, poetry, and articles on sports and school spirit.
There were also vigorous debates on prohibition, student
government, “100 percent Americanism,” proposed fines for
class absences, women smoking, world peace, and other
issues of local and national interest. The paper featured a
scandal column and interesting attempts at humor: “I call
my girl ‘gravity’ because she is so attractive.”

Perhaps the most momentous news for Humboldt Staters
appeared in a January, 1930, banner headline: “DR. SWET-
MAN RESIGNS!”
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The Faculty
Wives

The Faculty Wives organiza-
tion began in the days when
the fish man drove the streets
of Arcata each Friday,
honking his horn and selling
fresh fish (the crab) to the
housewives. Some of the
faculty wives — Margaret
Telonicher, Frances Balabanis,
Martha Hicklin,
MacGinitie, Hazel Jeffers,

Bea

Elma Arnold, Bonnie Wilson,
Ruth Gist, and others — chose
Fridays to have crab lunch
together. Calling themselves
the Crab and Culture Society,
they’d visit, sew, and enjoy
book reports or short pro-
grams. A few years later, the
group would evolve into the
Faculty Wives — an organi-
zation that existed up until
the 70s.

Meeting of the Crab and Culture
Society, late 20s (front row I-r) Henrietta
Schussman, Martha Hicklin, Anna

Jenkins; (back row I-r) Emily Graves,
Mrs. Balcomb, and Alice Swetman.

The Humboldt
Lyceum

Sources: Humboldt State
Normal Bulletin,
Cabrillo, Humboldt Times
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The original Lyceum was the
Athenian gymnasium Aristotle
used as a classroom. By the turn
of the century, lyceum had
come to signify any association
providing lectures, concerts, or
public entertainment. From its
earliest years, HSNS took great
pride in the quality of its ly-
ceum programs — five per year
— at Arcata’s Minor Theatre.

From 1925 to 1930, Humboldt

took its show on the road, both
as a service to outlying com-

munities and as a recruiting

campaign. The lyceum featured
small orchestras, vocal and in-
strumental soloists, one-act
comedies (“Freezing a Mother-
in-Law,” for instance), opera
scenes, dramatic monologues
(Virginia Herron starred), brass
quartets, ukulele choruses,

ballet and jazz dancers — even
acrobats (brother and sister
Ronald and lone, The Tumbling
Russells).

They were a huge success. They
played the hot spots in Cres-
cent City, Orick, Crannell,
Korbel, Blue Lake, Ferndale,
Fortuna, Scotia, Garberville,
Willitts, Lakeport, Ukiah,
Sebastopol, Petaluma, Santa
Rosa, and Vallejo. They even
had aradio appearance onKPO,
San Francisco. The 1926 tour
reached over 5,000 people. The
1929 troupe, now called The
Humboldt Collegians, played to
arecord 1,675 in two nights at
the Minor Theatre.

The lyceum did much to estab-
lish HSTC’s reputation as a
cultural center for the North
Coast.



The
Social Circuit

Source:
1927 Cabrillo

Home Economics Tea

Residents of Arcata and vicinity were invited to a tea
given at the college Friday afternoon, August 26, from
3:20 to 5:15 in the new college cafeteria. Dancing was
enjoyed and a program was given.

Christmas Bance STUDIOUS ?

In December, 1926, a Christmas dance was held in the
library. The decorations were very attractive and in
keeping with the season. A novel feature was the snow-
storm showered on the dancers at intervals during the
evening. Punch was served during the evening.

Litecati Banquet

A dinner and initiation were held in the social unit of the
college Thursday, January 27, 1927. A one-act play was
presented during the evening and a dance number was
given.

San Joge Banquet

On February 4, the Associated Men Students of the Col-
lege gave a banquet for the San Jose basketball team and
the firemen team. Monroe Spaght acted as toastmaster.
During the banquet a program was given.

Cogmopolitan Club

Thursday, February 17, the Cosmopolitan Club held its
first social meeting of the year. Ben Feuerwerker was
toastmaster at the banquet, held in the social unit of the
college at 6 o’clock. A program was presented after din-
ner and an interesting talk given by President Ralph W.
Swetman.

Mardi Grag Dinner Dance

The cafeteria and dormitory entertained the student body HOLD TIGHT. B0Y
at a costume ball February 25, 1927. Dinner was served
at 6:30, with dancing between courses. After the dinner,
dancing was enjoyed until 12 o’clock. Elenore Yocom
reigned as queen and Truman Wood as king.

ON YOUR
MARIS!

SISTEﬁLy LOVE

Social page from 1927 Cabrillo.
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First Letter
Home
July, 1927

Dear Adorable Family:

At last my journey is end-
ed, and I am a student in
this far-away College, —
I might almost say, this
College in the country.
But let me begin at the

beginning.

First to preserve this at-
mosphere of remoteness,
after a long walk from the
stage depot, one arrives
at the foot of a hill, upon
which the school is lo-
cated. It is true, is it not,
that gaining an education

is “up-hill” work? But

reaching the foot of the
stairs leading to the en-
trance, | patiently — a
step at a time — counted
to forty-four before I
found myself within the
building. Good fortune at-
tended me for there stood
a most efficient-looking
lady, of whom I quickly
inquired my way to the
Girls’ Dormitory. In a
most businesslike manner
she replied — “Right
down the hill; first detour
to the right.”

Itwillseem strange to you
that having just ascended
that hill, I had failed to
recognize my future

home, but wait —

I now proceeded to fol-
low directions, made the
detour, and found myself
confronted by a low ram-
bling structure, quaint

and picturesque. Itis hard

to tell you just the style —
one needs the ability to
write descriptive prose,
for it is so “fetching.” Ap-
proaching the building,
there came to me sounds
as of the stroke of an axe.
You know how poems al-
ways come to me. Imme-
diately I thought of those
lines— “Woodman, spare
that tree.” Instinctively
my steps quickened. Now,

what do you suppose it

was: — Only a Dormitory

girl chopping kindling.
Isn’t that too thrilling!

I have since learned that
every girl learns to use an
ax. What a magnificent
opportunity to develop
energy — initiative —
poise!! It brought to my
mind a subject for some
future theme, such as
Physical Independence —
or Advantages of Dormi-
tory Life — or — Wood-
pile Anthropology. Such
a lot of ideas came trip-

ping along.

You will want to know

about my room, (I will

describe it in detail later)




but it is so lofty, making
onefeelthat hereisaplace
conducive to high think-
ing. And the windows
open out in most enticing
fashion. Any young man
passing by would want to
step up for a chat. (I was
so disappointed to find
that this is not allowed.)
But it gives one such a
romantic feeling. “Gaily,
the troubadour” — you

know.

Then the laundry. Keep-
ing up the fire there is
something like a relay

race, each one in turn

carrying wood. Another

chance, you see, to gain
physical prowess. Speak-
ing in terms of the movies,
one might call it “a contin-

uous performance.”

And now, — about our
lawn. Seldom does one
see grass grow so luxuri-
antly as it does here. It
attains such a height that
it may be dignified by
being called hay. Do you
know, I mean to tell the
girls what a fine chance
for dramatization this will
furnish. You remember
that old poem, “Maud
Muller on a summer day/

Raked the meadow sweet

with hay.” The girls would
be so sweet with picture
hatsand lovely new rakes.
Don’t | think of more
things, folks? There is cer-
tainly something about
this climate that sharpens
one’s wits. There surely
can be no dullards in this

school.

The best comes last —
Our dear social room. It
does not contain the type
of furniture so commonly
used now. No over-
stuffed davenport, and
such things. Every —
piece — is — so different.
Even the piano has an in-
dividuality of its own,
being, in color, a cheerful
red. These things, I’'m
sure, belong to different
periods, but all border on
the antique. It fairly takes

one back.

Now the girls — they

speak for themselves, as
you would agree if you
could only hear them.

You shall at least hear

more about them.

There’s the whistle from
the athletic field. It just
occurs to me what a
double opportunity one
has, with both natural and
artificial athletics. But I
must hurry to school.
Now isn’t California won-

derful — wonderful! It’s

truly unusual, folks!

Your affectionate
and happy

Mary Lou Humboldt
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The Preston

Family’s
Contributions

Taken from Otis
Johnson’s halftime
presentation of
Estelle Preston
McDowell as 1983
homecoming queen

“Estelle Preston McDowell
and her family are ex-
tremely important in the
history of Humboldt State
University. When Estelle
was younger, the Preston
House was located near
where our library now
stands. The Preston or-
chard stood where there
is now library parking.
The Preston House had a
magnificent view of the

bay.

“It was Estelle’s father,
William A. Preston, who
gave the original land
upon which Humboldt

State was founded in

1913. There was a great
rivalry between Arcata
and Eureka for the univer-
sity. There was a good
deal of lobbying in Sacra-
mento before Humboldt
State finally was located
in Arcata. Estelle can re-
member the day her dad
came running in the door
yelling, ‘We got it! We

got it

“After attending Hum-
boldt State from 1924-26,
Estelle taught for 12 years
in Sacramento County.
She returned to Hum-
boldt to serve as a dem-

onstration teacher in the

College Elementary School
on campus. Later she
served on the board of
directors for the HSU
Alumni Association, and
became president of that
organization. In 1964
Estelle and her husband
Robert donated the
[threel-acre site for our
Redwood Sciences Build-
ing [today’s Pacific South-

west Forest and Range

Experiment Station].

“Itis with great pride and
pleasure that I introduce
to you our 1983 home-
coming queen, Estelle

Preston McDowell. . ..”



The
Depression
Years:

The 1929 crash of the New York Stock
Exchange precipitated an unparalleled
national economic crisis — the Great
Depression — for nearly ten years. At
the same time, tensions were rising
worldwide. Dictators rose to power in Italy, Germany, and
Japan. Acts of aggression in Manchuria, Ethio-

the 1930s

Gist took an avid interest in building good college/commu-
nity relations. Two examples: he helped found both the
Northern California Guidance Association (made up of
public school administrators and counselors) and the Com-
munity Concert Association (sponsor of musical perform-
ances in Eureka and other North Coast communities).

pia, China, and Eastern Europe pointed toward
the world war that would break out in Septem-
ber of 1939.

President Gist

Guiding Humboldt State through these difficult
years was new president Arthur Gist, who replaced
Ralph Swetman in the fall of 1930. (Swetman had
accepted the presidency of Arizona State Teachers
College in Tempe.)

Gist brought to Humboldt a great enthusiasm for
teacher training. He had B.S. and M.A. degrees in
education from the University of Washington. He
had served as an elementary school principal in
both Washington and California and as director of teacher
education at San Francisco State Teachers College.

Gist viewed schools as prominent agents for improving
society: promoting awareness of social issues, for instance.
He allowed faculty and students more say in school gov-
ernance as part of their citizenship training. Gist also pro-
moted the cause of increased professionalism among teach-
ers, a strong trend during the 30s.

Besides his passion for education, Gist possessed strong
people skills. The new president proved himself solicitous
of individual students. He would serve informal breakfasts
and dinners to small groups of students, especially fresh-
men. He would help them get jobs. Ugo Giuntini and Oden
Hansen, 30s graduates, credit Gist with arranging their
first jobs at a time when teaching positions — jobs in gen-
eral — were scarce.

Arthur Gist

President

All these attributes would prove invaluable to
the college in an age of rising tensions and
dwindling hopes, an age when, as Jessie Turner
Woodcock (HSTC comptroller in 1930) recalled,

We just couldn’t have anything. State
revenues were reduced, and it was local
people — business people — who helped
keep the college afloat.

Hard Times

The Depression manifested itself in many ways
on campus. The initial crunch came in 1932-33,
with a rise in tuition from $1.50 to $6.50 per
semester. This led spring pre-registration stu-
dents to submit I0Us in place of fee payments, a practice
eliminated by the state the following fall.

Although the per-student budget decreased from $371 to
$314, students, faculty, and community members struggled
just to keep the doors open. The state threatened to close
down three teachers colleges, including Humboldt, for lack
of funds. President Gist had to hurry to Sacramento to talk
the board of education out of such a drastic measure.

Back home, in a scramble to boost enrollment, Senior Day
brought local high school students to campus. Faculty
wives sponsored a Poverty Ball in 1933 and established a
student loan fund. The community helped wherever it
could. Later in the decade, federal monies from the Federal
Emergency Relief Act and the Civil Works Administration
provided campus employment for students and others.
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At Home
with the
Gists

Inthe small, “family” days
of HSC, President Gist was
friends with many stu-
dents — indeed he knew
each one. He had lunch
in the Nelson Hall cafete-
rianearly every day. Well-
known for his witty sto-
ries, he often started col-
lege assemblies with the
line, “I feel like a mum-

my — pressed for time.”

His wife Ruth, who had a
delightful sense of humor,
was well-known as a

speaker throughout the

county. She entertained
constantly, both formally
and informally, in her
home on campus (where
the science buildings now

stand).

Once a year she brought
together campus and
community by inviting a
large number of county
residents to her home for
a reception to meet the
new faculty. At an annual
Christmas party for fac-
ulty children, she would

lean the leaves of the din-

ing room table against
the big window seat in
the living room, to pro-
vide a slide for the tod-

dlers.

Atinformal parties, guests
would gather around the
piano to sing so.ngs from
the teens, 20s, and 30s.
Sometimes the guest list
would include perform-
ers from the community
concerts in Eureka, in-
cluding one memorable
evening with Gregor

Piatigorsky.




By December, 1933, the greatest crisis had passed. Presi-
dent Gist stated: “I feel that the friends of Humboldt State
have been successful in their efforts to save the college.”
Humboldt State celebrated its 20th anniversary on April 6,
1934.

Despite Hard Times . . .

Despite the economic shortfall and hard times for faculty
and students alike, Humboldt State endured. In fact, enroll-
ment increased steadily; the curriculum expanded; physical
facilities improved; and in 1935 the school underwent a
second name change, reflective of a broader sense of pur-
pose: Humboldt State College.

Enrollment did dip from 372 in 1930-31, to 286 in 1931-
32. But after threat of closure in 1932, the college intro-
duced pre-registration for the fall terms. From then on,
enrollment grew steadily, reaching 424 in 1939-40. The
increase, in part, accompanied the shortage of jobs for
young people. A rise in University of California admission
standards also contributed, as did a renewed emphasis on
vocational education. A majority of the students came from
Humboldt County, and more than two-thirds from the
North Coast.

While enrollment increased, the size of the faculty re-
mained between 28 and 30. To meet curricular needs, in-
structors had to teach quite a variety of courses. Education
professor Homer Arnold, during a 12-year period, taught
31 courses, from arithmetic to philosophy (far different
from our present emphasis on specialization).

Campus Changes

The campus took on a new look during this period. The old
gymnasium south of the main building (now Founders
Hall) gave way to a new gym to the southeast. It was dedi-
cated in March of 1931 on the occasion of President Gist’s
formal inauguration.

Builders completed the new College Elementary School in
1933, a favored project of Gist. The school no longer
functions as he envisioned, but the building still stands
and rightfully bears his name today.

In 1937 a cooperative bookstore and fountain (the Coop)
opened in the temporary buildings south of the main build-
ing. Technological gadgetry appeared on campus in the
forms of a dictaphone in the president’s office, and a Frig-
idaire and an oil burner range in the college commons
kitchen!

Not-So-New Deal Students

Mock presidential elections in 1932 and 1936 indicated the
student body at Humboldt, contrary to national trends, was
largely conservative. Republicans Herbert Hoover and Alf
Landon carried the campus electorate. At one point in 1939
a campus controversy emerged over whether even to allow
classroom discussion of Franklin D. Roosevelt's New Deal!

The world was discussing strategies for world peace, the
effectiveness of the League of Nations in restraining the
Japanese in Manchuria and China, responses to the Italian
invasion of Ethiopia, and the rise of Adolph Hitler in Ger-
many. Mounting war clouds gave pertinence to Congres-
sional Nye Committee hearings, which charged undue
influence by munitions makers in causing war.

Humboldt students, however, showed more interest in
campus life than in military campaigns. If Lumberjack ed-
itorials and articles are a good measure, prime issues of
concern included women smoking, inadequate school
spirit, the best method of hitchhiking between Eureka and
Arcata, and the price of a milk shake (12 cents) at the col-
lege commons. As for issues of aggression — an unusually
heavy snowfall in January, 1932, prompted snowball
fights. The result of this local aggression: four broken
windows.

Social activities tended toward the traditional: the Masked
Ball, the Junior Prom, the Senior Banquet and Ball. An All-
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College Picnic graced each spring. The Associated Students
budget for 1933-34 totaled $4,368. Of that amount, dra-
matics received $1,092 and athletics $1,120. By the end of
the decade, several new organizations supplemented exist-
ing club life, including a Forestry Club (1938) and a revital-
ized Associated Women Students (1939). To increase the
coverage of campus and community activities, as well as to
promote advertising, 7he Lumberjack changed from a bi-
weekly to a weekly paper in the fall of 1936.

Student government broadened in the 30s, especially the
board of control, which sought to monitor student behav-
ior. The board reprimanded students for making “general
whoopee” in the library, for unauthorized borrowing from
lockers, and for stealing the California Bear flag from the
auditorium. In 1933 they took away a block H (varsity let-
ter) from a football player seen in the early morning hours
of game day “in a public dance pavilion in Eureka.”

Athletics

Sports represented the major extracurricular activity during
these years. Much of this was men’s and women's intra-
mural competition, including archery, golf, and volleyball.
The Women's Athletic Association continued to sponsor
Play Day.

Intercollegiate tennis and track teams competed for the first
time in the mid-30s. The Humboldt men played basketball
against Civilian Conservation Corps workers from Prairie
Creek and Orleans.

There was talk of dropping football because of the expense
and the lack of a proper field. In a 1933 election, students
voted 116-74 to keep it. College teams to the south, how-
ever, did not like playing here because of travel and weath-
er — the same complaints heard today — so Humboldt
played mostly local high schools. A 20-member football
team sported a 6-1-6 record in 1935, a good beginning for
the school’s first winning football coach, Charles Erb.

Fred Telonicher described Erb as “a master at firing a team
up prior to each game.” Erb coached the Humboldt Thun-

derbolts to three winning seasons, highlighted by a 1936
victory over San Jose State, 20-0. Earl Meneweather, Frank
Simas, Vernon Thornton, Len Longholm, and Franny
Moore starred on these early teams. In 1939 students
changed the team’s nickname to Lumberjacks.

Community Relations

North Coast transportation stood much improved from the
school’s earliest years. Humboldt grads Eugene Fountain
and Paul Hunter drove from Berkeley to Arcata in only 14
hours in 1938. Still, 14 hours! The area’s isolation may,
however, have contributed to better college/community
relations.

Most students were locals, of course. Nearly all alumni
association activities involved former students originally
from the local community, including presidents Lena Moll
Gilmore, Alta McElwain Monroe, Clyde Patenaude, Ethel
Pedrassini Scott, Les Stromberg, and Walter Schocker. The
Humboldt Alumnus, first published in 1934, chronicled the
strong ties developing between town and gown.

Of particular note was the local support in building a badly
needed dormitory. In her history of Humboldt State College,
written in 1947, Sarah Davies recounted a troubling visit
by Assemblyman Michael Burns in 1937. Having inspected
Sunset Hall, HSC’s only dormitory, he wrote:

The approach to San Quentin prison is impres-
sive and well kept; the approach to the student
dormitory at Humboldt State College is ugly and
depressing.

He spoke of worn-off paint, foundation problems, missing
shingles from the roof, windows stuffed with newspapers
to keep out wind and rain, and the lack of hot water. He
noted that students had to walk through wind and rain to
use the two toilets, one for men and one for women. With
the help of community appeals to Sacramento, the state
legislature appropriated funds for a new dormitory (Nelson
Hall) in 1939.
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Scenes from the
College Elemen-
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(clockwise from
top right) east
view of Gist Hall
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student reenact-
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Humboldt State’s relations with the business community
were good. Local merchants enjoyed economic benefits
from the student population and gladly advertised in 7%e
Lumberjack. (Daly’s, for example, advertised $2.95 cordu-
roy skirts in 1935.) The community also patronized the
college plays, musicals, and dramas, thus contributing
monies to the student loan fund.

The campus reciprocated. Even in the worst Depression
times, not all the school’s attention focused inward. Dra-
mas at the Minor Theatre raised money for a community
unemployment relief fund. Special courses and lectures
helped explain to the public the various provisions of the
Social Security Act, the National Recovery Act, and the
National Labor Relations Act.

A Student-Centered Institution

The 1935 name change from Humboldt State Teachers Col-

lege to Humboldt State College acknowledged the changing

nature of the school's academic programs. The training of
teachers remained primary, but now several nonteaching
and preprofessional programs existed as well.

The lower division liberal arts program (junior college com-

ponent) and a two-year commerce course continued, as did
pre-professional programs in agriculture, forestry, nursing,
and engineering. Humboldt also offered pre-secondary
teaching programs in applied arts, biology, English, and
social science. In 1937 HSC was authorized to offer a B.S.
degree in education. Thereafter the school added liberal

arts degree programs in economic and business administra-

tion, speech, and home economics.

President Gist established a chart of duties to promote ad-
ministrative efficiency. He appointed Homer Balabanis as
vice president and director of summer session. Gist gave
professional rank to each instructor and began the rotation
of department chairs. He also encouraged faculty to earn
the Ph.D. and engage in professional growth activities.

llBaly”

Since Homer Balabanis advised the student government
and taught Econ 1, a required freshman course, he knew
nearly every student. One year Baly gave his class a test
Jjust before Christmas vacation. One student read through
the test questions, decided he wasn’t quite up to answer-
ing them, and in the spirit of the season wrote on the
bottom of the test: “Only God knows the answers to these
questions. Merry Christmas.” After the holidays, when
the student got back his test paper, he found this message
from Baly: “God gets an A. You get an F. Happy New
Year.”

National and world events may have proved depressing,
but morale didn’t suffer much at Humboldt. On the eve of
World War 11, a burgeoning liberal arts curriculum boosted
spirits. The College Elementary School was producing both
well-educated children and student teachers with consider-
able teaching experience under competent supervisors.
Homer Balabanis would later write:

The small faculty and enrollment permitted
close personal relations between faculty and
students and among faculty and administrators.
What we could not offer in material goods, we
tried to offer in human values. The institution
was student centered, and the faculty had a
stake in the survival and reputation of the insti-
tution. Personal advantage was minimized and
a high quality of instruction was maintained.
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(clockwise from
top left) Coeds
of the 30s initi-
ating a freshman
in the courtyard
fountain, and
relaxing in front
of the cafeteria;
1937 football
stars(/-r) Earl
Meneweather,
Franny Moore,
Toy Ferin, and
Wendel“Windy”
Moore.
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Spring
Fever

Everyone needs a vaca-
tion come springtime,
even if that vacation is
called Work Day. Freed
from classroom responsi-
bilities for a day, Hum-
boldt students and fac-
ulty would clean up and
improve the campus. But
“work“ hardly describes

the atmosphere.

Part of the annual tradi-
tion was an 8 a.m. Faculty
Show designed “to pep
up the student body and
to inspire them to super-
human work on their
jobs.” The students loved
it. Some years, two shows
were scheduled toaccom-
modate the crowds. Per-
formances included a
mock opera, a minstrel
show, amale-faculty hula
dance, and an annual solo
sung by Homer Balabanis.
In yet another perform-

ance, a bathing profes-

sor, Ed Jeffers, was pulled
across stage in a big wash
tub.

Following the show, stu-
dents and faculty rolled
up their sleeves and got
to work. The project
might be building a trail
to Council Crest or wash-
ing windows or replant-
ing gardens. One year
they builta barbecue asa
memorial for students
fighting in World War Il.
In 1947 the school called
two consecutive Work

Days in order to construct

the east stands of Red-

wood Bowl.

Unfortunately, when en-
rollment expanded into
the thousands, students
just didn’t know all the
faculty. The Faculty Show
lostits punch and was dis-
continued. The demise of
Work Day soon followed.
But for decades to come,
the campus still found
time each spring for All-
College Picnics, Lumber-

jack Days, and salmon

bakes at Camp Bauer.




The War

Years “. .. then the whole world Men temporarily outnumbered women 203-197 in the fall
got screwed up . ..” of 1940. This would reverse dramatically as the U.S.
1939 - 46 became involved in the war. Of 27 graduates in 1944, only
Hitler's blitzkrieg through Poland in Sep- four were men. At one point in 1945, only one male
tember, 1939, officially launched World student remained on campus. Faith Adams Dikas, 1945
War II. Congress passed the Selective Service Act in Sep- graduate, remembered HSC being referred to as a “girls’
tember, 1940. On December 7, 1941, the Japanese bombed seminary.”

Pearl Harbor, drawing the U.S. into the war.

Work on the new dormitory,
As on so many other campus- Nelson Hall, began in 1939.
es, the war effort dramatically RO T The name honored Hans
affected students and faculty. Nelson, state senator, partly
Franny Givins, 1940 gradu- responsible for the founding
ate, spoke for many when he of Humboldt State and a
said, “We were always dream- supporter throughout the
ing about doing something years. Completed in 1940,
great. And then the whole Nelson Hall provided an in-
world got screwed up, so a lot firmary, a dining hall, a re-
ofthose things didn’thappen.” ception room, a lounge, and
76 bed spaces, two students
to a room. Planners intend-
ed one wing for men and
one for women, but during
World War 11 women occu-
HSC campus, post-World War II. pied most of both wings.

Between national mobilization
for the war effort, rationing,
the recruiting and drafting of
students and faculty, campus
camouflaging, blackouts and
airraid drills, evacuation plans,

USO dances with the sailors, Monica Hadley, dean of
and letter writing campaigns to boost the spirits of service women in 1938, recalled that the women did not want to
persons — everybody in one way or another felt the effects make their own rules. “They would rather have someone
of the war. A student couldn't jus¢ think about education. else make the rules so they could break them and have all
For many of those left behind, the war effort helped this fun.”

promote a strong sense of community.
The faculty and administration expected future teachers —
3 . and women in particular — to conduct themselves in a
The Girls’” Seminary manner reflecting well on Humboldt. In 1940 Hadley

Enrollment varied considerably during the war years: from SHastived RerCorcs dor chewlng 2umn pusliin,

436 in 1939, to a low of 159 in the spring of 1945. Nearly Previously those Humboldt women who chewed
all came from Humboldt County or the North Coast. gum were the exception, but today it seems to
be the rule, particularly with the freshmen.
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But campus life for women consisted of more than study
and rigid discipline. During the war years, Hadley herself
took HSC women to the Naval Air Station in McKinleyville
to dance with the sailors stationed there.

The Wartime Campus

Even before Pearl Harbor, the tone on campus had become
much more serious. The previous decade’s debates over
school spirit and milk shake prices had given way to stu-
dent and faculty forums on whether women should have
careers after marriage or whether the U.S. should declare
war on the Axis. After Pearl Harbor, public debate turned to
women's role in the war effort, the post-war shift in
education bound to occur, and voting and educational
opportunities after the war for Japanese-Americans,
African-Americans, and other minorities.

Before Pearl Harbor, the Mutsuhito Club had sponsored the
campus queen selection and generally promoted school
spirit. After December 7, 1941, however, the club changed
its name to Favonians to eliminate connections with any-
thing Japanese.

The entire campus mobilized for the war effort. An air ob-
servation post, atop Pop Jenkins’ industrial arts shop south
of the main building, employed the eyes and ears of faculty
and their spouses. Campus leaders conducted blackouts
and air raid drills.

The Lumberjack initiated a column, “With the Armed Forc-
es,” to relate news of service persons. Humboldt Hilarities,
a campus variety show, presented “The War Effort” in 1942
to rouse spirits. In 1944 patriots set up a stamp shack in
front of the main building to sell war bonds and stamps for
the specific purpose of purchasing an army jeep ($1,165).

still, a semblance of normality endured. Students danced
away their noon hours in the gym. Alta Fulton, Mary Ache-
son, and Gilly Negro reigned as campus queens in the early
40s. The Steamboat Shuffle had students dancing on the
decks of the Antelope, a steam ferry on Humboldt Bay.
Long Conga lines formed at the yearly Sadie Hawkins hop.

Fees varied little during the war: $25-26 per year, including
yearbook, health, and hospitalization fees.

Freshmen got doused in the “fish pond” in the courtyard of
the administration building. The Frosh-Soph Brawl main-
tained its roughhouse tradition. (Freshmen would build an
eminently combustible structure, then try to keep the soph-
omores from burning it down.) Pop Jenkins sponsored bean
feeds, taffy pulls, and Camp Bauer pancake feeds. He also
made doughnuts for everyone in his big iron pot.

Associated Men and Women Students, Forestry Club, Wom-
en’s Athletic Association, and College “Y" continued. The
HSC choir and ASB officers made goodwill tours of the
North Coast to recruit students. Humboldt Hilarities con-
tinued until director Don Karshner went to war with the
seabees in 1943. (This popular tradition resumed upon his
return.) Work Day lasted until 1943, when it was aban-
doned for the duration of the war.

Athletics

Men’s intercollegiate sports achieved a modicum of success
just before the war’s intervention. In 1940 the college affili-
ated with the Far Western Conference. HSC began compet-
ing in football that fall but then abolished it “for the
duration” in 1942.

Coach Earl Hoos suggested replacing the sport with a Com-
mando Physical Fitness Program to prepare Humboldt men
for military service. Baseball coach Marty Mathiesen direct-
ed the program, which included an obstacle run across Mad
River during the rainy season.

Men'’s basketball competition was limited mostly to games
with military service teams from Orick, Eureka, and McKin-
leyville. These teams formed a Hoop League in 1943 with
the stipulation, “wins and losses will not count, and [we]
will not play for a trophy.”

Athletic stars in this era included Bill Farber, Leo Sullivan,
Frank Simas, Butch Caviness, Fritz Littlejohn, Frank San-
derson, Harry Wineroth, Toy Ferin, Franny Moore, Earl
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Remembering
the War
Effort
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" In 1942-43, at the start
ofthewar,” Don Karshner
recalled, “Charlie Fulkerson
and | shared a National
Defense skywatch in a
privy-like addition on top
of Pop Jenkins’ old shop
from 2 to 6 a.m. every
week. The wind howled
and the rain poured, so
we rarely heard an air-
plane fly over Arcata.”

Observers who did hear
an airplane reported im-
mediately to National De-
fense headquartersin San

Barn Dance

recalled by
Gayle Karshner

Francisco. Gayle Karsh-
nerrecalls, “Faculty wives
served at the listening
post. On a foggy day we
often heard logging trucks
in low gear grinding up
the G Street hill, which
was Highway 101 through
Arcata then, and we mis-
takenly called San Fran-
cisco, because the sound
was similar to that of an
airplane. Defense officials
were probably amazed at
the amount of air activity
over Arcata.”

At each year’s fall Barn
Dance, the tiny old gym-
nasium below the
president’s house was
decorated with bales of
hay, cornstalks, pumpkins,
farmwagons, buckboards,
harrows, and the like. For
the 1941 Barn Dance,
Howard Goodwin,

Leonard Longholm and

In the afternoons, women
got together to knit —
either socks for service-
men or “baby soakers.”
(Since civilians could ob-
tain no rubber or plastic,
wetting babies wore wool
panties called “soakers.”)

Meat and gasoline were
rationed, blackouts were
enforced, and the high-
way speed limit was re-
duced to 35 m.p.h. Wom-
en saved kitchen fats for
use in making munitions.
In the drive to collect

possibly Maury Ayala or
Harvey del Fatti, liberated
a classic two-holer privy
from a farm on Dow’s
Prairie. Though the privy
was the star attraction at
the dance, the theft did
not go unchallenged. That
privy had been in current
operation, and the farmer
was understandably irate

scrap metals, there wasa
movement to turn in the
Arcata Plaza statue of
President McKinley to be
melted down for arms.

HSC classes often were
disrupted by the deafen-
ing roar and vibration of
a blimp hovering low
over the courtof Founders
Hall — mainly to impress
the college girls who at-
tended parties at the
blimp base on the Samoa
Peninsula.

over its unauthorized
removal. Many had wit-
nessed the strange cargo
in its transport south on
Highway 101, and the
farmer soon tracked his
possession to the gym.
President Gist made the
culprits repair and rein-
stall the Barn Dance
attraction.



Meneweather, and Wendel “Windy” Moore in football; Fran-
ny Givins, Billy Lee, Vernon Thornton, Lee Seidell, and Ken
Brantley in basketball.

HSC women participated in only one intercollegiate event
during the war, a Women's Western Intercollegiate Archery
Tournament in 1944. Contestants mailed their results to
Los Angeles. Humboldt placed fourth of 24 colleges, and
Anna Babler tied for second individual honors.

Skiing became a popular new intramural sport. A ski club
built Lumberjack Ski Lodge on Horse Mountain in 1939.

Allies in the Community

Friendliness and a cooperative spirit between college and
community continued during the war years. Arcata’s city
defense council, for instance, included HSC in their evacua-
tion plans in 1942. Theirs, too, was the suggestion to cam-
ouflage the main building (Founders Hall). Local citizens
feared its becoming a target for offshore Japanese subs. The
council made its request in 1942, but the state did not pro-
vide funds for the painting until the spring of 1944, long
after any real danger existed. Fishing boats soon replaced
submarines (real or imagined) in the bay, yet those walls
remained a bilious, camouflage green until 1948.

The HSC Improvement Association continued its strong
support in these years. Local service organizations, in turn,
borrowed campus facilities for their discussions and fund-
raisers. One of these public events, Pan American Day,
promoted better relations and defense solidarity among

the Americas.

Academic Affairs

At the behest of professors William and Hortense Lanphere,
Humboldt began a wildlife management program in 1940,
reportedly the first such program in California. Facilities
included a hatchery (for instructive purposes) and game-
rearing pens. Students could sign up for “Conservation of
wildlife,” or take “Game Bird Management,” a far cry from the
destructive events half a world away.

Humboldt’s
Ski Club

D:-. Bob Bryan (‘42), sec-
ond president of Hum-
boldt’s Ski Club, believes the
local winter climate was
colder and wetter in the
pre-war days. A minor cli-
matic shift occurred
about that time.

The Ski Club had as many
as 60 members, several
of whom actually knew
how to ski. Marianne Lam-
bert Pinches (42, an officer
of the club who never
skied) remembers that it
was all great fun. Their
February snow carnival
was praised in the 1940
Sempervirens as “a tum-
bling success.”

The club built its lodge in
1939 according to plans
drawn up by sponsor Will-
iam Lanphere. The cabin
site was three miles in on
Titlow Hill Road. Bob Bryan
and some friends were at
the ski lodge in 1941 when
they got the disturbing
news of Pearl Harbor. Sev-
eral months later, Bryan
and his wife honeymooned
in thatsame cabin. (In those
days, gas rationing made it
difficult — and unpatriotic
— to go off some place
more exotic.) The lodge
was later rented out to log-
gers who, while cutting a
tree for firewood, lost con-
trol of the tree. It rolled
downhillinto the cabin and
shook it off its foundation.
Eventually the lodge was
burned down.
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But the war dictated many of the cur-
ricular changes of this era. HSC offered
aeronautic meteorology, navigation,
wartime conversational French, Navy
V-1 and V-5 programs, and “The War
Today.” For women, the school offered
radio training, knitting, and sewing.

Although the total number of faculty
and staff did not change significantly
during the war, many took leave to
serve the nation in military or civilian
capacities.

Vice president Homer Balabanis served
with the Office of Price Administration
and with the state department in Wash-
ington, D.C.; professor of education
Harry Griffith served in the air force in Salinas; drama
instructor John Van Duzer spent a semester in the army,
and his colleague Don Karshner served in the seabees;
accounting officer Gene Flocchini was stationed in Texas;
biology professor Harry MacGinitie was stationed in New
Mexico; and the president’s secretary, Sarah Davies,
worked for Pan American Airlines.

Several faculty wives filled in as instructors. Hazel Jeffers
took over her husband Edmund’s music classes. Charles
Fulkerson was joined by his wife Jean, an excellent cellist.
Following the war, she continued teaching string classes
for many years. Gayle Karshner taught speech and drama
for her husband Don and for John Van Duzer. She also
directed all the plays. Men were scarce among the stu-
dents, so faculty were recruited for male roles. All-women
casts were common. Nell Murphy took her husband
George's position in the English department.

The Northwest Association of Secondary and Higher
Schools granted accreditation to Humboldt State in 1944.
But a shortage of library facilities and low enrollment kept
a secondary school credential program from being offered.

Don Karshner’s “V-mail”
message home from overseas.

Letters to (and from)
the Troops

Perhaps the most successful and
comprehensive effort to mobilize the
campus was President Gist's crusade
to encourage letters and commenda-
tions for former Humboldters serving
in the armed forces.

The responding letters from the sol-
diers indicate the success of the cam-
paign. In 1945 Willard Woodcock
reported from New Guinea that he
had received “three boxes and 28
letters during the mail rush!” Ac-
cording to James Roscoe, Gist wrote
personally to virtually every Humboldt service person. By
late 1943 Gist had worked up a list of 275 names and
addresses.

From Christmas of 1943 until Christmas of 1945 the Hum-
boldt News Letter delivered news from home to all known
military personnel (from the Gist list) who had attended
Humboldt State. An editorial staff of Claire Speier Gustaf-
son, Edward Graves, Maurice Hicklin, Emmalena Thomson,
Jessie Woodcock, Sarah Davies, and William McMillan put
out the four-page newsletter. It contained news of the col-
lege, news of service persons’ activities, and excerpts from
letters. The News Letter undoubtedly provided good cheer
to those in the war. The close-knit camaraderie of Hum-
boldt State was thus exported to all parts of the world.

Correspondents included Stanley Roscoe (army air force),
Donald Falk and Wesley Graham (army), Gene Orlandi
(artillery), Herb Gomes and Walter Schocker (marines),
Leno Canclini (navy), and hundreds of others. Bob Oliveira
found himself stationed in Hawaii, Reno Orlandi, Italy;
Robert Bonner, Saipan; Ledo Matteoli, China; Joe Rez-
zonico, Australia; Paul Hunter, Iran; and Alan Lufkin, the
Dutch East Indies.



(clockwise from
top right)) House
moving, a
common sight on
the 40s campus;
Ed Jeffers, assis-
tant professor of
music, scrubbing
his way through
the 1941 Faculty
Show; 1944 pro-
duction of Junior
Miss with (I-r)
Professor William
Lanphere, stu-
dents Jean
Hardwick, Ellen
Peterson, and
Professor Charles
Fulkerson.
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Former football coach Charlie Erb held the rank of major,
working with combat intelligence in the South Pacific.
Football star-turned-sergeant Earl Meneweather wrote from
Germany in 1945 that he'd gladly settle for one small piece
of land under the north goal post on Humboldt’s old prac-
tice field. Mike Chetkovich served as chief engineer on a
ship in the Pacific. Charles Waters sent a Nazi flag to Pres-
ident Gist as a war souvenir from Germany. And at least
two heroic Humboldters received the Bronze Star: William
Nellist and Joe Walsh.

Humboldt women involved in the war effort included Chris-
tine Jacobsen and June Mair (SPARs); Faith Hope and Geor-
gia Williams (navy nurses); Rae Bengston (army); Betty
Hess Carter, Marilyn Colney, Dorothy Dillon, and Betty Jean
Abbott (WAVES); Joyce Abbott (WAACs); and Thais Baldwin
(navy). Clarice Johnson, an army nurse in the North African
and Italian campaigns, wrote from Anzio in 1944: “When
the bombing started, a foxhole was appreciated more than
a room in the Palace Hotel.”

One of the newsletter's unstated purposes was to entice
military personnel to return to Humboldt and complete
their degrees. Articles mentioned the “six units of block
credit” for military service and gave updates on pending
congressional legislation to provide educational benefits for
veterans (the Servicemen's Readjustment Act of 1944, more
commonly referred to as the G.I. Bill).

Many did return to Humboldt. They constituted the early
and significant increase in enrollment in the late 40s
following the end of the war.

Preparing for Peace

After the defeat of Germany and Japan in 1945, the cam-
pus, with the rest of the nation, began its difficult conver-
sion to peacetime.

A constant teacher shortage had existed during the war. In
1944 HSC reported a 97 percent placement rate for its new
teachers. This fact encouraged optimism on campus, as did
the new G.I. Bill and prospects for soon offering a B.A. in
secondary education.

Throughout 1945-46 HSC prepared for the influx of stu-
dents. Repairs and physical improvements were made on
campus and a new football coach, Joseph Forbes, was
hired so the sport could resume in the fall of 1946.

HSC implemented a new academic organization in the
spring of 1946. Curricular offerings fell into two main cat-
egories under the leadership of two academic deans: the
dean of education and the dean of arts and sciences.

Dean of Education
Education courses
Teacher-education program

Dean of Arts & Sciences
Fine & Applied Arts
Health & Physical Education
Language & Literature
Natural Sciences
Social Sciences

To close out the story of the war: by one report, 585 men
who had attended HSC had served in the military. Eighteen
were known dead, and five were missing.

HSC faculty and staff, 1946: 1- Kenneth Bailey 2- Roy Bohler 3- Bert
Wilson 4-“Pop” Jenkins 5- Arthur Gist 6- William Lanphere 7- Helen
Everett 8- Imogene Platt 9- Richard Meade 10- Maurice Hicklin 11-
Michael Chetkovitch 12- Harry MacGinitie 13- John Van Duzer 14-
Belle Dickson 15- Elizabeth Brizard 16- Homer Balabanis 17- George
Murphy 18- Adella Johnson 19- Myrtle McKittrick 20- Don Karshner
21- Eugene Flocchini 22- Dorothy Gentry 23- Frances Yocum 24-
Hazel Jeffers 25- Stella Little 26- Eugenia Loder



Buffalo Heads

from the collected
speeches of
Don Karshner

In the 30s and 40s, when
many colleges’ professors
still addressed one an-
other formally—Misteror
Sir, for example— Hum-
boldt State maintained
an air of informality and
friendliness.

It knew its faculty as Pop
(Jenkins), Mac (MacGin-
itie), Baly (Homer Bala-
banis), Major (Maurice
Hicklin), Murf (George
Murphy), Griff (Harry
Griffith), and Charlie F.
(Fulkerson). With twenty-
some faculty and a total
enrollment under 400, ev-
eryone knew everyone,
and fast friendships were
formed.

In the 50s many of these
long-time friends formed
a loose organization
known as the Buffalo
Heads. These were “the
real Humboldters,” those
who had arrived before
the dramatic growth and
depersonalization of the
50s.

The Buffalo Heads could
remember when most
faculty lived in houses
on campus. They could
remember Fred Telonicher
and his wife Margaret
hatching pheasant eggs
in their oven to help start
the wildlife program. Or
Charlie F. playing Bach
piano sonatas in a col-
lege assembly by day and
Boogie Woogie in a
dance band by night. Or
Major Hicklin walking his
beautiful elkhound Holly
about the campus. Or all
of them sneaking with

the men students for an
all-day spring beer bust
down by theVan Duzen
River. Or Bill Johnson —
an institution as chief of
maintenance— helping
hundreds of students
with part-time jobs, help-
ing the faculty with their
office and household re-
pairs, and taking the lead
in the construction of
Redwood Bowl.

But times changed. Bob
Gayhart’s Varsity Sweet
Shop in Arcata was no
longer the student hang-
out. California Barrel was
no longer the big em-
ployer in Arcata. And the
college itself became so
large that faculty mem-
bers could pass their col-
leagues on the sidewalk
and not even know their
names. One by one the
Buffalo Heads went out
to pasture.
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(clockwise)
Aeronautics
class, 1940;
football fans
(Raymond
Fisher, profes-
sor of history,
Gist and Bal-
abanis in the
front row) at
Albee Stadium
in Eureka;
veterans pose
in front of
Founders Hall,
1946.
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(clockwise from
top right)

Botany lab in
basement of
Founders Hall,
1939; William and
Hortense Lan-
phere , professors
of biology, 1940
(with their dog,
“Hec”); tempo-
rary classrooms,
1946.
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Humboldt
Hilarities

In the 40s (with the
exception of a couple of
the war years), Humboldt
Hilarities gave students a
chance to show off their
talents — or just show off.
From 150 to 250 students
(half, or more, of the
student population) par-
ticipated in the produc-
tion of farces, satires,
musical numbers, and

dramatic pieces.

The 1947 theme parodied
Life magazine with “ar-
ticles” such as “Life Pho-
tographers Lost in Wilds
of Northern California,”
“Report on Occupational
Forces” (in Geisha houses),
“Winter Sports at Ski
Lodge,” and “Over the Air
Waves Cometh Tripe.”
The 1948 theme of “Past,
Paste, & Posterity” was a

cavalcade of college life

from Puritan days to the
future era of rockets and
atomic energy. Don
Karshner, John Van Duzer,
and Ted Delay managed
the productions. Don
Karshner recalled daz-
zling patriotic finishes in
the war years and more
sophisticated songs and
scripts after the older, re-
turning Gl’s began han-

dling the shows.

e O e

The finale — 1943 Humboldt Hilarities.




Peacetime
Invasion

Postwar Explosion

Enrollment averaged 255 in 1945-46,
but the fall semester of 1946 would see
that number leap to an astonishing
650! Growth surged to 751 in 1949-50 before the Korean
conflict began taking away World War II veterans and
college-aged youths. Those early increases, however, pre-
sented great challenges to President Gist and his successor
Cornelius Siemens.

1946 - 53

In a complete turnabout from the first half of the decade,
men now clearly outnumbered women — three to one in
1946. North Coast residents still made up the majority, but
the percentage of students from San Francisco and the bay
area increased steadily.

Especially after Siemens became president, the college

looked abroad for new students. By 1952 HSC had small

contingents from the Near East, Germany, Yugoslavia, and
the U.S. territories of Samoa,

The G.1. Bill prompted the influx
of students, as did California’s
population growth and the ac-
companying demand for more
teachers. In 1948 the state de-
partment of education predicted
Humboldt's student population
would reach 1575 by 1965. In
fact, it reached twice that num-
ber before 1960.

Much of the close-knit camara-
derie, informality, and friendli-
ness so characteristic of HSC
since its founding would be lost in the growth. In purely phys-
ical terms, increased enrollment would precipitate a critical
housing and classroom shortage.

Kenneth Bailey, dean of students, arranged for a barracks
near the site of today’s wildlife building. The barracks
(named Redwood Hall) housed men. Nelson Hall, then,
became exclusively a women’s dorm in 1947. JoAnne
Wilson Dale related that women residents grew plants in
the urinals of what was formerly the men’s bathrooms.
HSC also built thirty housing units for married students
just southwest of College Elementary School. Named Hum-
boldt Village, locals dubbed it G.1. Village because of the
many veterans living there.

Humboldt Village, 1949.

Guam, and Hawaii.

Enrollment fell again during
the Korean War (624 in 1950-
51::592 In 1951-52; 563 in
1952-53). A Greater Humboldt
Committee of faculty and stu-
dents recruited actively in high
schools across Northern Cali-
fornia. In 1951 the committee
reinstituted Senior Days on
campus.

New Faces

The faculty jumped from 27 to 63 full-time instructors.
New and soon to be familiar faces on campus included
Leland Barlow (music); Kate Buchanan and John Pauley
(speech/drama); Reese Bullen (art); Joseph Forbes, Louise
Watson, and Ced Kinzer (physical education); William
Jackson (business); Hyman Palais (history); Roscoe
Peithman (physics); Daniel Brant (biology); Charles Bloom
(librarian); Kathryn Corbett (sociology); Lawrence Marx
(psychology); Giles Sinclair (English); Frank Wood (foreign
language); William Raleigh (education); Edwin Pierson
(forestry); and Mark B. Rhea (agriculture).

In 1947 a beginning assistant professor with a master’s
degree earned $3,540 per year. (Forty years later, the same
assistant professor, with a doctorate, would earn $27,000.)
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The recruiting of faculty sometimes surprised the recruited.
Joseph Forbes, like so many, pictured HSC just a short dis-
tance north of San Francisco. He and his family drove up
from Los Angeles during the 1945 Christmas holidays.

After a leisurely trip north with my family, we
suddenly found ourselves stranded in Willits
during a monsoon, with water several feet over
Highway 101. We finally arrived days later . . .
A tour of the campus (it took ten minutes in
those days) revealed that the stadium was only
partially completed, with no bleachers and no
sign of turf. The track was a mass of sub-
surfacing boulders, and the only structure for
physical education was a leaky little gym.

Forbes had an alternative offer in San Diego and was
“firmly resolved to flee.” But warm student and community
support, the wonderful physical surroundings, and “the
charm of Homer Balabanis and his tales of the potentials”
persuaded Forbes to take the position.

Balabanis wrote, “What we could not offer in material
goods, we tried to offer in human values.”

Academic &
Administrative Changes

By 1947 HSC was authorized to offer a credential in sec-
ondary teaching, thus making it a five-year institution. The
first graduate courses, in history, met that fall.

A new B.A. in wildlife management; a speech/radio major;
a M.A. in the teaching of drama, education, and social
sciences; two-year programs in forestry/lumbering and
dairying/agriculture — all these changed the face of the
Humboldt State College curriculum. By 1953 HSC offered
nearly 30 baccalaureate degrees and was featuring the
natural resource areas more and more.

Significant reorganization came under President Gist in
1947. Three deans and the head librarian reported to the

president. The dean of the school of education, Ivan Mil-
hous, oversaw teacher training and credential programs,
aided by Harry Griffith (elementary education) and Albert
Graves (secondary education).

The dean of the school of arts and sciences, Homer Bala-
banis, administered five divisions:

Fine & Applied Arts

Don Karshner, division head
Health & Physical Education

Harold Bishop, division head
Language & Literature

Maurice Hicklin, division head
Natural Sciences

Harry MacGinitie, division head
Social Science

Kenneth Bailey, division head

Eugenia Loder, dean of women: George Murphy, dean of
men; and Helen Everett, librarian, looked after students
outside the classroom.

The following year, after pressure by Helen Everett and the
Association of California State College Instructors, Gist ap-
pointed an advisory council — still in existence — com-
posed of deans, division heads, the registrar, librarian, and
other faculty and staff. This body advised the president on
college policies.

End of the Gist Era

President Gist suffered a heart attack in November, 1949,
and retired the following June.

Arthur Gist had served 20 years as president — through
the Depression, war, and postwar reconversion. When he
arrived, Humboldt had three credential programs, 27
faculty, and 372 students. When he left two decades later,
HSC had 31 degree programs, 47 faculty, and 751 students.
Gist had taken pride in fostering a closeness with students
and faculty. He also cultivated the relationship between
campus and the community. However, as Balabanis noted,



When the college grew, problems became more
complicated and relations became less personal.
The president saw his ideal vanishing. His ideal
was “our small, friendly college.” Especially
after 1946, the college was neither small nor as
friendly.

He was perturbed particularly by the growth
of the liberal arts program and at its faculty
which, he feared, undermined the main func-
tion of Humboldt State College: that is, teacher
education — his main interest.

Cornelius Siemens Arrives

During Gist's illness, interim president Homer
Balabanis drew up Humboldt's first master plan
(a process now mandated by the state). The plan
called for a half-billion dollar budget and eleven
major construction projects, including a fine and
applied arts building (with auditorium),a stu-
dent activities building (with cafeteria), a swim-
ming pool and gymnasium, a metal shop, an
administration building, and buildings for wild-
life, science, and health science.

After Gist announced his retirement, a search
committee hired Cornelius Siemens as his
successor. Russian-born Siemens had earned
his Ph.D. from the University of California,
Berkeley. He had taught mathematics at San Diego State
and served as president of Compton College.

Siemens took office on July 1, 1950, and immediately
launched a vigorous campaign to fulfill the master plan
aspirations of 1949. He left curricular developments largely
to Balabanis, and chose to devote his time to physical
development of the campus, finances, and public relations.
In October, 1950, he announced an ambitious program of
construction: 14 new buildings.

He also appointed an HSC advisory board of community
members headed by Don O’Kane, Humboldt County

President Cornelius Siemens

newspaper publisher. Later, that board would perform
perhaps its most significant action: lobbying the governor
to veto legislation condemning HSC to “grade B” status for
salary and funding purposes. Humboldt maintained full
parity with other state schools.

In 1951 President Siemens reorganized and expanded
administrative lines of authority as mandated by the state.
The president was advised by his own council, Executive
Dean Lawrence Turner, the advisory board, and the HSC
Improvement Association. Jessie Woodcock served as
business manager. Homer Balabanis, now dean of instruc-
tion, oversaw seven academic divisions.
The division of education and psychology,
lead by Ivan Milhous, housed the teacher
training program. Dean of Students Leonard
Christensen ministered to student needs
and activities. Edward Girard would be
appointed associate dean of students (guid-
ance) in 1952.

Siemens also established the HSC Foundation
to promote and fund the educational and
research goals of the college.

Campus Construction

With the postwar surge in enrollment, the
campus experienced dramatic physical
change. Six prefabricated buildings south of
the tennis courts became classrooms. A Quonset hut east of
the gym handled extra physical education classes. Varsity
Hall, erected as a temporary dormitory for varsity athletes,
was remodeled in 1950 to become the new Coop (soda
fountain, bookstore, and student offices).

In 1950, California’s department of public works issued a
report that nearly all of Humboldt’s buildings needed
“urgent” or “necessary” repair, and every building needed
painting. A surge of construction in the 50s and 60s would
remedy those problems.
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The developing
50s campus:
(clockwise) The
Coop and Nelson
Hall across a
crowded parking
lot; the Quonset
hut gymnasium;
excavation for
the new library
on the south end
of Founders Hall;
Jenkins Hall un-.
der construction.




(clockwise from
top right) Students
take a coffee
break at the Coop,
1951; business
students hard at
work; the campus
bookstore.
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Remembering
the Siemens

Sources: reminiscences
of Gayle Karshner;
Michael Corcoran,

“Twenty Years in the
Presidency,” Arcata
Union, April 9, 1970.

Upon his appointment
at HSC, Cornelius Sie-
mens (“Neil”) became
one of the youngest col-
lege presidents in the
country. Yet he had al-
ready distinguished him-
selfas writer and teacher.
He had, for instance,
authored a text on aero-
nautics and helped the
Civil Aeronautics Admin-
istration set up its flight
training program.

At Humboldt he im-
mersed himself in both
campus and community
life, following interests
ranging from baccalau-
reate degrees to Boy
Scouts to Baptists. Healso
grew to be a well-known
figure in the corridors of
the state capitol, where
he lobbied extensively for
HSC and served on the
California Constitution
Revision Commission.

“There isn’t a day or an
hour,” he said, “whether
I’'m on this campus or off

it, that 1 don’t totally
identify myself with
Humboldt. One builds a
tremendous pride in this
college. 1 feel hurt when
someone criticizesit. | feel
personally responsible for
interpreting the college
to people on the out-
side. I explain it, sell it,
and brag about it.”

His wife Olga, whom
he met as a student at
Berkeley, also involved
herself on campusand in
the community. An en-
thusiastic hostess, she

personally planned
menus, cooked, and deco-
rated for social events in
the president’s home and
on campus. Her gracious
thank you notes and her
prompt notes of appre-
ciation to performers,
achieving students, and
faculty were prized. She
sang in college music
groups and did some solo
work. In appreciation for
her tireless interest and
giving, students dedi-
cated the 1958 issue of

Sempervirens to her.

s e RIS Y TR L
Siemens family: (back) Cornelius, Olga,
(front I-r) Joan, “Belle”, and Ronald.
Another son, Mark, was born later.




Jenkins Hall, an industrial arts building completed in
1950, honored Pop Jenkins, who retired in 1953. In spring
of 1953 the library, the biological sciences building (Sci-
ence A today), and the corporation building opened their
doors.

The library building, now Van Matré Hall, occupied only
half the space of the original design because the state ap-
propriated only half the necessary money. This explains
why the front entrance opens to the southwest of the
structure: builders anticipated another half of the building
where faculty and staff park today.

Student Life

The late 40s saw a return to more traditional college
activities. The influx of older students and several memo-
rable incidents in these years would stretch the bounds of
conventional campus activity. Most student life, however,
tended toward the conservative and predictable.

Major issues for students ranged from parking violations
(students were being called out of classes to remove illegal-
ly parked cars) to lack of school spirit; from housing short-
ages to students necking on the first date; from conserva-
tion of natural resources to certain instructors who insisted

A book burning took place on campus in the spring of

1953. Bobbysoxer co-eds and young men in rolled-up
Levi’s threw page after page onto the flames in front of
the Coop. Actually, these students were only burning

their textbooks to celebrate the end of final exams.

on punctuality for taking exams, then failed to return them
on time! It was hardly a hotbed of radical social change.

Registration fees stayed between $25 and $32. Associated
Student Body fees, however, increased considerably — as
high as $25 by 1952. Many students refused to purchase
ASB cards and support the nearly $40,000 ASB budget. An
effort to make the cards mandatory failed in a campus elec-
tion. This led the ASB to reduce prices at the Coop fountain
in hopes of increasing their resources.

ASB Cardholder Others
Coffee 07 So
Milk Shake 25 35
Hamburger 25 .30
Ham Sandwich .30 45
Potato Salad W5 55

The large numbers of veterans and married students might
explain the lukewarm student participation in activities.
The older students showed more interest in finishing de-
grees and moving on to jobs and “normal” lives.

The Lumberjack catered to this trend with its “Humboldt
Village” and “Veteran's Corner” columns. Veterans’ wives,
mostly from Humboldt Village, formed a G.I. Wives Club.
Information circulated about government assistance pro-
grams such as Cal-Vet and the G.I. Bill. Veterans received
counseling, testing, special classes, and vocational guid-
ance as the curriculum moved away from being exclusively
teacher-training in orientation.

Though the career-minded veteran presence was not con-
ducive to traditional school spirit, several new clubs did
come into being in this era: Student Federalists (propo-
nents of world government and peace), the Knights (pro-
moting service and school spirit), the Wildlife Club, Con-
servation Unlimited (mostly wildlife and fisheries majors,
involved in community conservation projects), a Newman
Club, and Block H (varsity lettermen). A rally committee
decorated for home sporting events, promoted attendance,
and supported yell leaders and song queens. The campus
hosted its first Harvest Ball and its first Sweetheart Ball
in 1947.
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A renewed emphasis on the fine arts led to two special
events. The Northwestern California Drama Festival (for
high school students) took place on campus in the fall of
1947. The following year HSC hosted its first major art
festival. Art professors Reese Bullen and Melvin Schuler
arranged for Bay Area artists to display their work.

Work Day was extended to two days in 1946 for the pri-
mary purpose of getting Redwood Bowl into shape for the
football season. In later years Work Day linked a faculty
variety show, a ravioli feed, and a dance with the usual
efforts to spruce up the campus.

Homecoming was revitalized in 1946. Returning alumni
joined the campus and community for a bean feed, bonfire,
pep rally, hayride, parade, football game, and post-game
dance.

The men’s and women's student associations had been
holding separate picnics. In 1949 both groups joined at
Camp Bauer to revive the All-College Picnic.

The Conservation Week tradition began in 1950, coinciding
with a greater emphasis on natural resources within the
curriculum.

Whistling Pete

The postwar years seemed opportune for excessive non-
sense and pranks. Joseph Forbes opined that many veter-
ans had postponed a part of their childhood during the
war. Their extracurricular activities plagued community
and academe alike. They held beer-drinking sessions in
Redwood Hall and put cows on the second floor of Nelson
Hall. (Cows ascend stairs far more willingly than they
descend.)

Chief among these pranks stands the infamous Whistling
Pete caper. Whistling Pete was the cadaver used in biology
and anatomy classes. One night a few students carted the
corpse to Nelson Hall, the women'’s dormitory. Propping
Pete against the front door, they rang the doorbell, and ran.
Forbes said, “Screams could be heard all over Arcata.”

Frances Ward Short tells of a less spectacular, but more
common, way of living dangerously in those days: to cut
classes and go to Clam Beach.

Just for the record, Lumberjack editorials denounced the
aforementioned activities, characterizing them as “disgust-
ing behavior.”

Redwood Bowl &
the Athletic Programs

As returning veterans swelled the ranks of men on campus,
intercollegiate sports grew accordingly, especially football.
Through the early months of 1946, students, faculty, and
community members prepared Redwood Bowl for the foot-
ball season. They built bleachers on both sides, covered the
track with redwo<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>