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To all of the children in Japan and
elsewhere in the Pacific who were affected

by the 2011 Japan tsunami.
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The return of Kamome, the exchanges between Del Norte and
Takata High Schools, and this book would not be possible
without the support of many individuals and agencies. We
thank Mary O’Reilly, R.N.,, the Desert Community Founda-
tion, the Mia-Bo Fund of the Humboldt Area Foundation, and
the California Office of Emergency Services Tsunami Program
for providing funding to complete this book.

The initial retrieval and identification of the boat was made
by the efforts of the Del Norte County Sheriff’s Department,
the Redwood Coast Tsunami Work Group, the U.S. National
Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Troy Nicolini, Sherry Lippiatt, Keeley Belva, and Kumi
Watanabe-Shock. Marine species were identified by HSU
Biology Professor Sean Craig. The return of the boat was
initiated by Del Norte students, teacher Joyce Ruiz, Principal
Coleen Parker and Del Norte Sheriff’s Deputy Bill Stevens.
Nippon Yusen Kaisha provided resources to return Kamome
to Japan.

We extend our gratitude to Her Excellency former Ambas-
sador Caroline Kennedy of the U.S. Embassy in Japan, Acting
Consul General Nobuhiro Watanabe and the Consulate-
General of Japan in San Francisco, His Excellency former
Ambassador John Roos, the TOMODACHI Initiative, the
U.S.-Japan Council, and all of the Rikuzentakata City Hall
employees without whose support the exchange between the
two high schools would not be possible. We thank Malcolm
Margolin and Robin Renshaw for their editorial suggestions,
Cyril Oberlander, Robert Arena, and Kyle Morgan for their
invaluable advice regarding this publication. We acknowledge
all of the people in Rikuzentakata, Japan and Crescent City,
California who eagerly embraced the story of Kamome and
have supported the connections between these two cities. We
thank our friends and family members whose encouragement
and suggestions have been invaluable.

A note on the text: The Japanese and English versions are
not exact translations. Each tell the story with considerations
Jor the cultural sensitivities of each audience.
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THE EXTRAORDINARY VOYAGE OF
KAMOME

A Tsunami Boat Comes Home
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There is a place called Rikuzentakata in Japan near the beautiful Pacific Ocean. The people love
their high mountains, beaches, and tall pine trees.
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There is a place called Crescent City in America on the other side of the Pacific Ocean.
The people love their beautiful beaches, mountains, and giant redwood trees.
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Who lives in Rikuzentakata? There are grandparents, mothers, fathers, teenagers, and young
children. The grownups have many different jobs. Some are teachers, police officers, firefighters,
and chefs. Some work on boats and fish and others have jobs that help their city.
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Families live in Crescent City, too. There are small children and teenagers and mothers and fathers
and grandparents. People work as fishermen, teachers, chefs, police officers, firefighters and at many
other jobs.
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There is a school in Rikuzentakata called Takata High School. Here, Japanese teenagers know
that America is very far away and that the people speak a different language and eat different
foods. The students had never heard of Crescent City.
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There is a school in Crescent City called Del Norte High School. American teenagers there know that Japan

is on the other side of the ocean, and that the people speak another language and eat different food
They had never heard of Rikuzentakata and couldn’t imagine going to such a far away place
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Takata High School had a little boat to help students learn about the ocean and how to fish.
It was named “Kamome,” the Japanese word for seagull. They painted “Takata High School” on
the side so that everyone would know it was their boat.



The characters looked like this:
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One day there was a very big earthquake. The ground shook and shook and shook. The earthquake
caused big waves called a tsunami. The tsunami swept over the city of Rikuzentakata and washed
many buildings, cars, and boats into the ocean. The people were frightened and angry and sad.
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The tsunami traveled all the way across the Pacific Ocean to America. By the time it reached
Crescent City, it was much smaller, but was still big enough to sweep over the harbor in Crescent

City and sink many boats.
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Kamome and the other boats were washed out into the ocean by the big tsunami waves.
Kamome was carried far, far off the coast. The people thought the little boat and all the other
things caught in the tsunami were lost forever.
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The big tsunami waves flipped Kamome upside down. The only part of the little boat above the
water was her blue bottom. The winds and the ocean slowly pushed Kamome away from Japan
and towards America.
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Kamome was alone in the big Pacific Ocean.
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Sometimes Kamome was caught in big storms that tossed the little boat back and forth, up and

down. Great waves splashed completely over her. But the little boat was very strong and kept
on floating.
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The little boat’s only companions were sea birds, whales, dolphins, fish, and other sea
creatures.
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Sea animals called barnacles stuck to every part of Kamome that was beneath the water.
Their long necks floated beneath the little boat. Kamome must have looked very strange to
the dolphins and other creatures that swam beneath her.
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The barnacles grew and grew until they were more than a foot long, dangling beneath the boat
like big noodles. Months and months went by. The New Year came and went and came again.
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\Making mochi (rice cakes) for
\New Year’s Day in Japan

s
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It was hard for the people in Rikuzentakata to enjoy New Year’s celebrations like making mochi.
Most of their beautiful town was gone and they were reminded of the terrible tsunami every day .
In America, many people had forgotten about the tsunami and what had happened in Japan.
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One day more than two years after the tsunami, a strange little boat washed ashore near
Crescent City. The Americans had never seen a boat like this before. The long barnacles
completely covered the sides.
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Many people came to look at the boat. They scraped some of the barnacles off the boat and
saw the Japanese writing. They wondered what it said.




ACDIEF%E IFFUHEELT TEHERI EWLVDSFE BDOIFDTY, 7LV brT74—D
AR Teh feTHT3F UKEATD el B ThiE DIxMq T ThEhicdnfcs
LWZELT.

A Japanese person read the characters which said “Takata High School.” The people in

Crescent City learned that Takata High School was in Rikuzentakata, Japan and that the boat had
been lost in the tsunami.
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The students from Del Norte High School saw the boat, too. They were amazed that the little
boat hadn’t sunk. They liked the name, Kamome, because there were a lot of seagulls in
Crescent City.
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No one knew what to do with the little boat. For weeks and weeks the little boat sat alone.
One day the Del Norte High School students said, “Maybe we could send this boat back to the
people who lost it.”
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The students cleaned the boat.

They talked to their teachers about how to send the boat home.
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The teachers talked to officials in America and Japan. Many people wanted to help return the
little boat.
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Takata High School students came out to see the little boat when she arrived in Rikuzentakata.
It made the students smile to see their boat again.
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Takata High School students and teachers were very thankful that the American students had
worked so hard to send their boat back. They invited the American students to visit them in

Japan.
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They flew in an airplane across the Pacific Ocean and took a bullet train to Rikuzentakata.

They visited Takata High School and met the Japanese teenagers. The American students were
happy to see Kamome in Japan.
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The American students learned to cook Japanese food and discovered it tasted good. They
learned to sing a folk song and write their names in Japanese characters.

Everyone smiled and laughed.
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The next year, students from Takata High School got on an airplane and flew across the Pacific
Ocean to America. They visited Crescent City and the students from Del Norte High School.
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The Japanese students had never been to America. They studied English in school but were a
little scared about talking to the Del Norte High School students and eating American food.
They wondered if the American students would like them.
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The Takata High School students saw the big redwood trees. They visited the spot where

Kamome had washed ashore. The Japanese students and the American students laughed

together.
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The Japanese students learned to sing an American song and write their names in English.
They went to a restaurant and ate American food. Seeing the American and Japanese
students laughing together made the people in Crescent City happy.
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What an amazing little boat! She survived the tsunami, traveled all the way across the ocean and
then came back to Japan. Everywhere Kamome went, she made people happy. The students

from Takata High School and Del Norte High School made a pledge to each other.
“Let’s be friends forever.”
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For Parents and
Educators

On April 7, 2013, a little over two years after
a magnitude 9.0 earthquake triggered a mas-
sive tsunami off the coast of northeastern
Japan, a lone boat washed up on the shores
of Crescent City, California. Humboldt State
University Geology Professor Lori Dengler
was one of the experts called in to examine
the boat. Dr. Dengler contacted Amya Miller,
the Director of Global Public Relations for
Rikuzentakata, starting the process of linking
the boat to Takata High School.

The Japanese Consulate in San Francisco

and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration declared the boat as tsunami
debris, lost in the disaster of March 11, 2011.
At the time of the tsunami, Kamome was
tied up in a storage area. No one was in the
boat.

Students at Del Norte High

4 Cr‘e's'c'ent City, California School in Crescent City,

«

California cleaned the boat and
worked with Amya Miller to find
resources to return the boat.

On October 21, 2013, 954 days
after it was pulled away by the
tsunami, the boat returned to
Rikuzentakata.

Kamome has become a
symbol of resilience, hope, and
dialogue. Amya Miller worked
with both Takata High School
and Del Norte High School
administrators, staff, and students to forge
a formal sister school partnership. In Feb-
ruary 2014, Del Norte High School students
visited Rikuzentakata, and in January 2015,
Takata High School students visited Del
Norte County, California. The bonds formed
between the students and the communities
have transformed the lives of people in
Rikuzentakata and Crescent City. One boat
and its voyage across the Pacific Ocean

and back to Japan has resulted in two very
different high schools and communities
committed to friendship.

In 2014, Kamome was moved to the National
Tokyo Museum as a special exhibit on

the 2011 tsunami and Japanese recovery.
Kamome’s voyage has triggered a new wave.
It is our hope this new wave leads to hap-
piness, awareness, and hope for all people
who read this story.

Visit humboldt.edu/kamome to learn more
about the extraordinary voyage of Kamome.
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Rikuzentakata and Del Norte High students form a friend-
ship ring around an old growth redwood in Del Norte
County. This was the first exchange of students from
Rikuzentakata to Del Norte County, California.




Talking to Young Children about Disasters

Psychologists believe that children can cope more
effectively with a disaster when they know there
are things they and their family can do to keep safe.
Providing age-appropriate information will help
them to understand what might happen and lessen
their anxiety if a disaster does occur. Involve your

children in the process of preparing.

e Practice “Drop, Cover, and Hold On” drills at
home or at schools or preschools. Count out
how long your pretend earthquake lasts — a
great way to learn numbers and a help to stay
calm when a real earthquake strikes.

e Do an earthquake safety hunt in your home.
Look for things that might fall or slide. Your
children might spot things you haven’t noticed.

e Work with your child to put together a personal
kit. Talk about what items should be in the kit
and let your child choose a stuffed toy, a blanket
or a favorite book.

¢ Hold family tsunami evacuation drills. After you
have done the drill a few times, let your children
lead the way. The more you practice, the more
familiar the process will become.

Let children know the steps that are being taken
by you and your community to keep them safe.

Children can sense topics you are uncomfortable
discussing — the better prepared you are and the
more willing you are to answer any questions they
may have, the more secure they will feel.

After disaster strikes, limit media coverage of the
disaster — if children are going to watch television
or video material, consider taping it and preview-
ing the material. Then watch it with them so you
can answer questions and help them process the
information. Children (and adults) don’t benefit
from graphic details or repeated exposure to dis-
turbing images or sounds. The aftermath of a crisis
is a good time to disconnect from all media and sit
down together and talk as a family.

This is useful advice even if you don’t live in an
earthquake or tsunami-prone area. It applies

to fires, floods or other events that could affect
where you live. And do you ever vacation at the
beach? Visitors from 153 countries, including the
United States, were affected by the 2004 Indian
Ocean tsunami. Always review safety tips with
family whether you are at home or abroad.

We hope that this book will provide a first step in
talking with your children about disasters.

For more information you can visit the
website: humboldt.edu/kamome.

45



|
{ TSUNAMI

| EVACUATION

CRELHERDTT RN

RAXKEXTCCLGONTADTERES MYV IBEHICHEERITONTcHLEHIC
1BHRWVEEZRENET,

BERDEIS LI EGREIIEHARMTEZ DA LD ESNEDTLL, Ffe.

2 011F3A1 1HOMEIIARTIELEAA. BRISKTFFDHE5DBEIATIEE
&Ll BADB5TKEHN SV AARTIIAEL SEEHFIFEZEHNFR TIThNTLE
9, RARKREX I TIRIELGHKCALDOEA  MELGEDBEPERRTLETHA
VE—=2Y P TCHERONE T, AMDRACH S I Tld G BAREE THREEINICRE
AKEXICEITBRRIETFHRICEOTEIHLEDTY, TlE FHRERRICEDLSITBE
ICRE EINDSEESTHAIBRKDEZFEINEGDTLLIDY,

PSS EEIZEICE ST XU EDEBWIICE S TREVE T, 7AUADBEKEH S IZH4 T LER
A TIEBALEE A, COEOHBEXLDBMNCE IV T EEBITVETOT, &
BEAREDONEICIEDREVHHIET, Fc A MITFATVOBFELED A ZIUNA
JVAT 7 %28 GRE CHAALRINEEIIERNICEDLGWEICLEL:,

TAVDTIERIBZERITH L, RikE FRAT. ERER LT TCRIFSERUCAEE
HERINTVET, FEIRCEHERZGCTERTELRA T 7AUATIIFHIIC
MEDRCSESTED I EBERDRISESTENIDELEWIEHRELER DN
TWEY, FHOTUFEZIEEL. RIE T T XFRCTEHEICOWVWTDIBRREFRZSZ
BEICEOTAD—DRZESHERINEGZDH DRI DB THAD, ZLELEDTULK

46



Bl TFHLEEBMED S CTTEASE BN TVET,
EallcHRBEE.

B IRDIRI CF R CEERE R A 1TEIDMEAL ZFELE D D TFICLyH A THIE
DENDNEZDEFOFEIT T EL AWTWASFHRERE T ED . EEDSEITBIRIC
[FAWVTELWLDSEITHLFEEDLEVLTHEN>TWARIELES.
FHOBIFEHSRTEZSDHLRLTLLD,

RIECHHDEHINFFEEITVELLD, ETUITESIR>TRIFRDOMITREEDH E—HEIC
BEIBFICS O THRELEBENET I L. Re|IOBHTESIERIEEVET,

FHDNEHF) 2y oSBT BRI > TWEREWEDE BRI E[RL. HEIFBERFICIE
INZFO>TOOTHRIE FELEVELED, FEDIFELRHBLCEH IEER. BHLGED
HNITHEELTHSERIFENELEEET,

E EK. BE NLUDBEARGEDT L EDBGREEIZFERAWVBEIATIIRGEWEE
HENDHLE T FIC. RAFKEXDEL LVBYRIIKRICICFHEICEOTIBULELDTT,

EEIITDXZEBLTFHEESHKICETE5EZT DD EEZASHEONFHILEEEF
LEF Y. Bfizms. Mz RO CELEITEICSOCEHRDETH TRESBAD
B9 XKEDSHZTFTAHIEONHRIBFZENET,

o £

—g ——

a7



2 013%F10A

W R eh T
L

— 2 5P<TS




20134F9AH4
gL b7 %
R— R
LwolED9 %

e




W NARGY

GEOHRAMOME
2

=

Lori Dengler, author (/eft)

Lori Dengler is an emeritus Professor of Geology at
Humboldt State University and an expert in earth-
guake and tsunami hazards. She was part of the team
that developed the U.S. National Tsunami Hazard
Mitigation Program and has participated in numerous
post earthquake/tsunami survey teams including
2004 Indonesia, 2010 Chile and 2011 Japan and con-
tinues to work with the California Geological Survey
and the California Office of Emergency Services on
tsunami preparedness and outreach activities. Dr.
Dengler lives in McKinleyville California.

—)—=F75— EE
73')77]')[/__’l\/71'\}l/|*jt—?—11ﬂi5$ pooO—1)—
TV S—REHRISHEL ZBRERDEFMRT
9, T T—BEHRIITA)HENDE R GIRE
M7 S LDF—LD—ET004FA KRy
77, 2009£EICIEF 1), 201 14FEICBATHIE/Z K%
a)uﬁﬁ? LDAVN=ELTEMLE L, %
(EAV7AIV=ToAIAIVTF—LZLTH) T
FIVZTBEY—ERICCGERE R/ fGMRENZL
TT7IM)—FIGEELTWE Y, 775 —8%
gt')%m/:T’o)?\y:\'—‘/l/—l:“)lxt:ﬁ/u'éb\i

Amya Miller, author (center)

Amya Miller was born and raised in Japan, moving
to the United States for university when she was
18 years old. She returned to Japan after 25 years
in the US to volunteer as an interpreter to provide
post-disaster assistance in late March 2011. She
has since worked in the cities of Rikuzentakata and
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Ofunato, most recently as Special Adviser to the City
of Rikuzentakata. Ms. Miller lives in Tokyo, Japan and
travels to Rikuzentakata part of every month.
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Amy Uyeki, illustrator (right)

Amy Uyeki is a multi-media artist who has worked
in woodcuts, pastels and most recently animation.
Her black and white animation was featured in a
PBS hour documentary, “Searchlight Serenade: Big
Bands in the WWII Japanese American Incarceration
Camps” in which she served as co-producer. Amy
lives in Arcata, California.
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high school students in
Japan and America.

“I had the great honor of befriending the wonderful and
resilient people of Rikuzentakata after the disaster in
2011. The amazing story of Kamome is the story of the
genuine friendship between Japan and the United States
- particularly between our young people — that became
even stronger after the tsunami.””

John V. Roos, Former United States Ambassador to

Japan

“The Extraordinary Voyage of Kamome not only represents
an extraordinary story of survival, it tells us how the car-
ing from total strangers can bring repair and healing to
hopelessness and despair, and how children can model for
us a path to world peace.”
Dr. Satsuki Ina, therapist and specialist working with
trauma victims

“Through the trials of disaster, this is an amazing story of
how the journey of one small boat built huge and lasting
bonds of international respect and friendship.”

Rocky Lopes, NOAA/National Weather Service
Tsunami Program Deputy

“The Extraordinary Voyage of Kamome has all the ingredi-
ents of an epic odyssey - born of tragedy, sustained by suffer-
ing, that ends with love and friendship. I highly recommend
this book for all ages, as it will become an ageless classic.”
Dr. Eddie Bernard, Emeritus Director NOAA Pacific
Marine Environmental Science Laboratory

Humboldt State University Press
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This is a must-read story about how a shared disas-

ter and one boat’s incredible journey across the Pacific

brought together two different cultures who found out

they had more in common than they thought... Loved it
Ron Gastineau, Crescent City Mayor
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“This story floats on a sea of kindness.”
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