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28 TOYON

Standing in line 
at Starbucks on Ring  
Zhong Road, Beijing.
  
Years ago on a Sunday morning 
I would have been in church, kneeling
comforted by the Latin mass.
 
In Istanbul, Nairobi, Paris or Kabul
with no knowledge of the language—
the heavy door pushed open
I was home.

Votive flames in crimson glasses.
Dóminus Vobiscum.
Voices sang back, Et cum spíritu tuo.  
Now priests speak Turkish, Swahili 
French or Pashto.
  
No Credo, no Agnus Dei 
to let me know things  
are in order in my heart, my head
the whole mundi.
  
In line at Starbucks. My turn  
to order, I point to a number.
The Chinese woman in forest green asks

Caffè? 
Latte? 
Grande?

Amen, I say. Amen.
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