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Take Back the Night deliv-
ers the message that domes-
tic partner violence, intimate 
partner violence and other 
types of violence will not be 
tolerated.

Xochitl Cabrera runs the 
Humboldt State’s Women’s 
Resource Center, which hosts 
Take Back the Night every 
year.

“Sometimes people don’t 
need you to help them, you 
may need to take a step back. 
Some people just need to heal 
themselves,” Cabrera said.

The Women’s Resource 
Center is a campus resource 
for people who need a safe 
place to study or find the help 
you need for survivors of sex-
ual violence experiences.

“The Women’s Resource 
Center knows that sexual vi-

olence and domestic violence 
happen all of the time, but it 
is up to the survivor to reach 
out to the Women’s Resource 
Center,” Cabrera said. “Take 
Back the Night is not for ev-
eryone. People tend to avoid 
the trauma it brings up.”

Hanging on the walls of 

the Kate Buchanan Room 
are T-shirts from survivors 
of sexualized violence and 
friends of people who died 
from sexualized or domestic 
violence. The T-shirts had 
messages written telling of 
horrible acts of sexualized vi-
olence from family members, 
friends and others.

“The T-shirts are difficult 
to look at, but their story 
needs to be heard. They are 
not nice. It is painful but nec-
essary,” Jodie Huerta, HSU 
sociology major, said.

Assistant professor of Na-
tive American studies Cut-
cha Risling-Baldy was the 
guest speaker for Take Back 
the Night. Risling-Baldy’s 
talk was based on system-
ic violence toward people 
of color. Before her talk on 
missing and murdered indig-
enous women, Risling-Baldy 
acknowledged the death of 
HSU student David Josiah 
Lawson.

“If David Josiah Lawson 
were not a person of color, his

by Tyrone McDonald

SAY HIS 
NAME
Demands for justice for David Josiah 
Lawson increase as the anniversary of his 
death arrives and his life is celebrated with 
family, friends and community members.

Charmaine Law-
son gave every-
thing she had to 
make sure that 
her son David 

Josiah Lawson was safe, 
secure and educated for 
19 years. Within a mat-
ter of minutes, at a house 
party in Arcata, one indi-
vidual decided to take all 
of that away by plunging a 
10-inch kitchen knife into 
the abdomen of her child. 
It was around 3 a.m. on 
April 15, 2017, when Da-
vid “D.J.” Lawson was 
murdered over the loss of 
a cell phone.

“I sacrificed so much 
to make sure my children 
were safe,” Charmaine 
Lawson said. “There’s ab-
solutely nothing I wouldn’t 

do for my children.”
It has been a year and 

there is no one in custo-
dy for the murder. Ten-
sion on campus and in the 
community for justice to 
be served has been build-
ing since the event. Kyle 
Zoellner, a McKinleyville 
local, was originally ar-
rested at the scene and lat-
er released by Humboldt 
County Superior Court 
Judge Dale Reinholtsen 
for insufficient evidence.

Protest from the Law-
son family, Justice for 
Josiah Committee, com-
munity members and 
students began following 
the release, and efforts

by Abigail LeForge

SEE NAME n PAGE 2
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Humboldt State University  
dance and theatre student 
Ayanna Wilson performs an 
interpretive dance to spoken 
word in honor of Josiah 
Lawson on April 15 at the 
D St. Neighborhood Center 
during the Justice for Josiah 
celebration.

Photo | Ahmed Al-Sakkaf
Take Back the Night attendees embrace each other as they listen to others 
share their experiences on April 12 in the Kate Buchanan room. 

Out of darkness comes light
Survivors of sexual 
violence share their 
experiences through 
the events of Take 
Back the Night

SEE LIGHT n PAGE 3

“
— Xochitl Cabrera

Women’s Resource Center 
Coordinator 

Sometimes 
people 
don’t need 
you to help 
them, you 
may need to 
take a step 
back. Some 
people just 
need to heal 
themselves.
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have been increasing as the 
one-year mark of the incident 
was arriving.

The Justice for Josiah Com-
mittee began 12 days of action 
leading up to the anniversary 
ending with a Celebration of 
Life for Lawson on April 15. As 
the week continued, pop-up 
events occurred after develop-
ments in the criminal case.

From August of last year 
until April 9, retired FBI and 
licensed private investigator 
Tom Parker had been assisting 
the Arcata Police Department 
in the Lawson investigation. 
Parker had joined the case after 
receiving a call from a friend 
telling him the details. Parker 
specializes in expert witness 
work on police practices, most-
ly for wrongful convictions.

Parker came up from San-
ta Barbara and met with the 
police department. He said he 
would see the case, but only if 
they would allow him to review 
all of the police files.

“I could see a lot of problems 
with the way the police had 
handled the case,” Parker said.

Parker agreed to take the 
case pro bono if the city would 
pay his expenses, and began 
working toward solving this 
case. He provided suggestions 
for improvements on protocol. 
He said he was met by resis-
tance and obfuscation from the 
Arcata Police Department.

“I had been telling chief 
Chapman and detective Wiler 
that they were not moving the 
case the way they needed to,” 
Parker said.

He said his recommenda-
tion to Karen Diemer, the city 
manager, was to get a new po-
lice chief and that a lack of lead-
ership was impacting the entire 
department. Parker threatened 
to quit, but Diemer asked him 
to wait. On April 9, after hear-
ing nothing from Diemer, Park-
er resigned from his position.

He said though his official 
position is terminated, his in-
volvement with the case is not 
over. Parker will continue to 
make the trip from Santa Bar-
bara regularly until justice for 
Josiah is served.

Less than 24 hours after 
Parker resigned, Arcata chief of 
police Tom Chapman resigned 
from his position after 24 years 
with the department.

In Chapman’s statement to 
coworkers in an email, he said 
this decision was driven by 
what is best for himself and his 
family, as well as the depart-
ment.

There has been no confirma-
tion on whether his decision to 
resign was related to Parker in 
any way.

On April 12 at noon, the Jus-
tice for Josiah committee held 
a rally in light of the new devel-
opments within the APD and 
the Lawson case. Daniel Segu-
ra, 23, a critical race, gender 
and sexuality major, was lead-
ing the rally.

“I have a lot of information 
on the case of Josiah Lawson,” 
Segura said.

Segura began informing the 
crowd about the resignation 
of Parker and Chapman, say-
ing that himself and other in-
dividuals went to City Hall to 
ask Diemer how these resigna-
tions would impact the Lawson 
case. Segura said they were met 
with resistance and gaslighting, 

continually being placated. He 
claimed the cases were undeni-
ably related.

“I remember [Diemer] 
laughed at one of our ques-
tions,” Segura said.

At the rally, quotes from 
Parker were provided and read, 
and Segura read a personal let-
ter he had written to Humboldt 
State President Lisa Rossbach-
er, challenging her involvement 
in this case.

“She needs to stop this si-
lence,” Segura said. “When you 
silence, you silence with the 
voice of the oppressor.”

Students were allowed the 
opportunity to share testimo-
nies of their experiences deal-
ing with racism in Humboldt. 
Student Rahkiv Lewis, 23, said 
he has been here for five years 
now, and as much as he loves 
this community, he can’t deny 
that people of color are tar-
geted. He challenged students 
to step up and make a change 
now to improve the situation 
for further generations.

“Once we leave, people will 
forget. That’s how history hap-
pens,” Lewis said.

The protest ended with more 
information being provided to 
students, including the plan for 
Josiah Lawson’s vigil to be held 
on April 15, one year after his 
death.

In the early afternoon of 
April 15, friends, family and 
community members began 
filling the D Street Neighbor-
hood Center as the rain contin-
ued to fall outside. The protest 
had been moved from the Ar-
cata Plaza due to the torrential 
downpour. As people arrived, 
the Marching Lumberjacks 
were performing outside, and a 
large grill barbecuing meat was 
set up under a pop-up tent.

Inside, there were tables 
for guests, as well as a bouncy 
castle for kids. In one corner, a 
long table is covered with plas-
tic baggies filled with toiletries 
and snacks.

Christina Accomando, HSU 
professor and member of the 
local NAACP, said it was Char-
maine Lawson’s idea to pack-
age toiletries for students of 
donated supplies, which they 
called “starving student care 
packages.”

The celebration of life began 
with Charmaine getting onto 
the stage and giving a powerful 
speech. She described for the 
crowd her experience, begin-
ning at 3:37 a.m. on April 15. 
She describes being asleep on 
the couch when she received a 
call from Josiah’s phone. Sur-
prisingly, it was not her child 
on the other end of the line, but 
rather one of his friends.

Charmaine hears from the 
girl, “He’s here at the Mad Riv-
er Hospital and they’re not tell-
ing us anything.”

The hospital told Charmaine 
Lawson her child was in sur-
gery, but refused to give any 
information to Josiah’s girl-
friend, regardless of Charmaine 
encouraging them to do so. She 
said the person on the phone 
told her there was over 100 stu-
dents present at the hospital.

Within a matter of hours, 
she would get the call that her 
child was dead.

The emotional weight in the 
room is tangible as Charmaine 
Lawson is unable to keep her 
composure for another mo-
ment. She gathers herself as 
family members rush to com-
fort her, and continues telling 
how Josiah valued education, 
for not only himself, but for 
both of his younger siblings. 

She said he wanted them to 
know how important getting an 
education was.

“I was so proud of my son,” 
Charmaine Lawson said. “We 
are still proud. We are still 
proud of D.J.,”

She then took the time to 
thank Humboldt County, HSU 
and College of the Redwoods 
students, as well as a number 
of individuals from her family 
and friends. Charmaine Law-
son thanked Diemer as a moth-
er, saying exuberantly, “Thank 
you. Thank you. Thank you.”

Charmaine Lawson also took 
time to talk about the recent 
tragedy that impacted HSU. 
On April 13, two HSU students 
were killed in a car crash on the 
southbound 101 freeway, south 
of Myers Flat.

The driver of the car was 
Emely Selina Carreno-Arenas, 
20, and the passenger of the 
vehicle was Michelle Segundo, 
19. Charmaine Lawson told the 
crowd the two girls were friends 
of her son that would have at-
tended the vigil, had it not been 
too difficult for them to bear.

“We are going to celebrate 
Emely, Michelle and David Jo-
siah Lawson,” she said.

Pastor Roger Williams and 
Lorna Bryant, community li-
aison and officer manager at 
KHSU spoke, and the celebra-
tion began. Food was served 
to the crowd. Charmaine Law-
son helped the kitchen staff to 
cook up a celebrated meal of 
chicken, macaroni and cheese, 
collard greens, as well as veg-
an options, pink lemonade and 
baked goods at the end.

Students were entered into 
raffles for care packages, and 
donated supplies from com-
munity members, including a 
skateboard, which one of Jo-
siah’s fraternity brothers from 
Brothers United received.

Randi Darnelle Burke, HSU 
dean of students, was the next 
guest to speak. He was an-
nouncing the university’s de-
cision to designate a memorial 
grove on campus to honor and 
celebrate and a memorial will 

be held there in Josiah’s mem-
ory.

Individuals took the stage 
and told stories about Lawson’s 
life. Angel Sylva and dancer 
Ayanna Wilson came up stage 
and performed a powerful 
poem written by Sylva and an 
interpretive dance by Wilson.

“No matter what, we are go-
ing to thrive. No matter what, 
we are going to survive,” Sylva 
said.

Charmaine returned to the 
stage and began discussing the 
criminal aspect of her son’s 
case, saying she was pleased 
with former chief Chapman’s 
resignation. She also passion-
ately thanked her lawyer and 
Tom Parker, who both made 
statements to the crowd.

Parker addressed his res-
ignation and reassured that 
though he had officially re-
signed, he would still be present 
in attaining justice for Josiah.

“It should have been solved 
30-45 days after this tragic in-
cident happened,” Parker said.

Lorna Bryant returned to 
the stage and gave Charmaine 
Lawson praise in her efforts, 
and told her she was tied with 
her own mother as the best she 
had met.

Charmaine Lawson contin-
ues to drive every month from 
Southern California to Hum-
boldt County seeking justice for 
her son’s unsolved murder.

Bryant announces a podcast, 
which will be going live the fol-
lowing day, April 16, on KHSU 
and can be streamed and 
shared anytime at KHSU.org.

Within a matter of hours of 
the release of the KHSU pod-
cast with Tom Parker, the City 
of Arcata sent out a press re-
lease, also available on KHSU.

In a quote from the press 
release, the city stated, “The 
events of the last week have not 
deterred the investigative team 
from their ultimate purpose, 
which is to deliver a prosecut-
able case on behalf of David Jo-
siah Lawson.”

NAME
FROM PAGE 1

Photo | Nick Kemper
Barbara Singleton speaks at the Justice for Josiah rally on April 12 in the Humboldt State University quad.

“ — Charmaine Lawson
Mother of David Josiah Lawson

I was so proud of my son.  
We are still proud of D.J.”

Abigail LeForge may be 
contacted at thejack@humboldt.edu
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-Messages written on T-shirts decorating the walls of the Kate Buchana 
Room on April 12 at Humboldt State University.

death would be on the news ev-
ery day,” Risling-Baldy said.

The Native Americans did 
not have domestic violence.

“In an interview with a Wi-
yot woman, the anthropol-
ogist asks what happens if a 
man rapes a woman. The Wi-
yot women replies, ‘That never 
happens.’ Asked why it nev-
er happens, the Wiyot wom-
en said, ‘Because that person 
would be killed,’” Risling-Baldy 
said.

Speaking out can trigger 
traumatic experiences for  
people.

“People choose to come if 
they feel comfortable speaking 
on their testimony, and they 
choose not to come because 
they don’t feel comfortable 
speaking on their testimony,” 
Cabrera said.

Some of the speak-out tes-
timonies were about sexual 
violence that occurred during 
childhood and adolescence, 
while some of the testimonies 
were about sexual violence 
that happened at HSU. Sexual 
violence happens to HSU stu-
dents, for which most of us are 
unaware.

“Everybody knows that sex-
ual violence is happening, but 
nobody is doing anything about 
it. It is just getting swept under 
the rug,” Grace Lamanna, HSU 
recreation major, said.

People tend to restrain 
themselves from being in these 
spaces, because of the trauma it 
brings to them. 

“Some folks don’t feel safe in 
this space, because they don’t 
identify with domestic violence 
and sexual assault. People feel 
like they are taking up space 
and say, maybe this isn’t the 
space for me, I’ll take a step 
back,” Cabrera said. “That’s to-
tally fine, because we want to 
prioritize those individuals that 
have experienced sexual assault 
and sexual violence at some 
point in their lives. That is what 
this space is mainly for.”

HSU sociology major Omar 
Miranda helped as a monitor 
for the Take Back the Night 
march as part of his class. 

“I feel like I made a differ-
ence. Big or small. Something 
small to me could make the 
biggest difference to the survi-
vors,” Miranda said.

The survivors gathered after 
the speak-out for the Take Back 

the Night march. Marchers 
wore orange safety vests, gath-
ered in groups of five and were 
assigned a monitor. Monitors 
had received tactical training 
for this march and could pro-
tect the group if some danger 
presented itself.

The marchers left school 
chanting, “Hey! Ho! The patri-
archy has got to go!”

The marchers went from 
school to the plaza downtown 
and were heckled by a few pass-
ersby in cars, as well as people 
along the route.

On the plaza, the Take Back 
the Night members and public 

in attendance gathered in a me-
morial for the people who have 
died from sexualized and do-
mestic violence. In silence, the 
less fortunate victims of this vi-
olence were honored.

As the Take Back the Night 
march left the plaza, the declar-
ative chanting could be heard 
echoing off buildings and down 
alleyways.

“Take back the moon, take 
back the stars, take back the 
night because the night is ours!”

LIGHT
FROM PAGE 1 “Take back the moon, take 

back the stars, take back 
the night because the night 
is ours!”

Photo | Ahmed Al-Sakkaf
Students march to the Arcata plaza on April 12 during the Take Back the 
Night walk.

Tyrone McDonald may be 
contacted at thejack@humboldt.edu
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10 WEEKS:  Full-Term    [May 21-July 27] 

5 WEEKS:  1ST Session 
[May 21-June 22]

5 WEEKS:  2ND Session 

[June 25-July 27]

8 WEEKS:  Online Session    [May 21-July 13]

Need GE classes? 
Earn credits to get ahead  
or catch up this summer.

In person or online
HSU students: Take 6 units and get 

$500 credit toward your fees!

extended.humboldt.edu/summer
707-826-3731

More than 
60 classes 
offered!
Enroll through 
Student Center 
beginning April 9!

FEES 
$289 per unit
Undergraduates save 
$500 if enrolled in 
6 or more units
$25 late fee  
[After first day of class]

Some courses may also 
require an individual 
course fee, as indicated in 
the schedule of classes.
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www.arcatastay.com :: toll-free 877-822-0935 
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, Exceptional beautifully furnished suites 
, Fully appointed with thoughtful amenities   
, Walking distance to campus and Plaza 
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2 Bedroom Apartments
Arcata 
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Queen Bee of CBD body care

Natural soap line Queen 
Bee Naturals’ biggest fan is 
Shannon Kraucyk. Kraucyk 
met the creator of Queen Bee 
in high school, where the two 
became friends and have kept 
in touch ever since. When she 
learned her friend was starting 
a soap line, she was one of the 
first to try the soaps and she 
loved them.

“I’m personally in love with 
her bath bombs,” Kraucyk 
said. “It hasn’t affected my ec-
zema, unlike those with harsh 
fragrance.”

Violet Crane, 23, started 
making soap and a plethora of 
other body products in 2016.

Crane uses natural materi-
als and fragrances, but her line 
is known for its CBD oil. Can-
nabidiol, according to Project 
CBD, “is a cannabis compound 
that has significant medical 
benefits [...] and can actually 
counteract the psychoactivity 
of THC.” Crane heard and read 
of its many benefits and heal-
ing abilities, and wanted to try 
it in her products.

Starting with soap, Crane’s 
products expanded to bath 
bombs, shower gel, bubble 
bars, massage oil, lip balm and 
other fun products like shower 
frosting (a fluffy moisturizing 
shower soap) and “sugar dad-
dy,” which is a body scrub.

“I think that’s it,” Crane 
said, speculating the vast var-
ied line of products she has 
made over the past two years.

Crane then remembered 
her face and hair masks, near-
ly all products made with CBD 
oil from Humble Roots Medic-
inal.

Currently, she sells Queen 
Bee Naturals at Zen in Arcata, 
Blue Ox Boutique and Otto + 
Olive in Eureka. She also has a 
Facebook page with over 1,100 
fans and a group with 1,750 
members, where she can di-
rectly sell her products, as well 
as share sneak peaks of her up-
coming products. In addition, 
her fans can post their hauls of 
her items and bathtub pictures 
of her bubbly colorful prod-
ucts.

Having a lot of fans takes 
dedication and help. Crane 
not only has a successful small 
business, she also has two chil-
dren. Her partner, Danny Cor-
rales, helps her balance her 
work and family life.

“I make everything,” Crane 
said. “He delivers everything 
and helps with the kids.”

Their 3-year-old daughter, 
Ariel, is used to sitting in the 
car on their weekly ride from 
Ruth Lake to Humboldt for 
product delivery. Crane recent-
ly had her son, Benjamin, two 
months ago, and quickly went 
back to making new products.

This included a collabora-
tion with Lost Coast Roast, a 
local coffee roasting business 
known for their cold brew cof-
fee that she loves. She contact-
ed them, and after talking, she 
started making soap with their 
coffee grounds.

One of the obstacles Crane 
faced when making her prod-
ucts was copycats. She brought 
her items into a former friend’s 
shop to sell. Later, that person 
started making nearly identi-
cal items with CBD oil and us-
ing the name Crane put on her 
items, “CBDQUEEN,” as the 
name of her product line.

Crane was then accused of 
not using legal CBD oil in her 
products by that person. To 
prove to that person and her 
customers, Crane took the 
CBD oil she uses to the Leaf 
Detective, a Eureka business 
that tests cannabis potency. 
She learned that it contained 
less than 3 percent THC, and a 
second test proved to be nearly 
0 percent THC.

“I was hurt at first,” Crane 
said, “but I’m focusing on big-
ger things for myself.”

Crane wants Queen Bee 
Naturals to grow, not just in 
Humboldt, but possibly be-
yond Northern California.

She wants to have a ware-
house with employees to make 
her products so she could 
spend more time with her fam-
ily.

With the legalization and 
acceptance of cannabis in Cal-
ifornia, Crane would like to 
expand her line to legally put 
THC in her products and put 
them in her future dispensa-
ry. Queen Bee Naturals is only 
growing from here.

by Stella Stokes

Stella Stokes may be 
contacted at thejack@humboldt.edu

Photos | Stella Stokes
Above: Violet Crane poses with her line Queen Bee Naturals after dropping them off at the Blue Ox boutique.

Below: “They’re calorie free!” Violet Crane says about her delectable but inedible bath bombs.

“Have you been
maintaining your brakes?”

-SCOTT PATRICK,
owner, hsu alumni

-DESIREE,
hsu student

“Uh. I don’t 
know...”

NEELY AUTOMOTIVE

707-826-0687
980 5th Street, Arcata

Call Our Friendly & Experienced Team

Humboldt’s organic, member-owned
grocery store since 1973.

northcoast.coop | 811 I St. Arcata | 25 4th St. Eureka
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Hands gripped ankles, one 
leg pointed for balance, creat-
ing a human bridge. An arm 
reaches out over a river in 
the community forest to grab 
a long forgotten sour cream 
container. It would have never 
decomposed, so instead, it was 
upcycled into art. A collabo-
rative art installation to visu-
alize human influence on our 
natural world, showing what 
we leave behind and what will 
stay behind. The tagline: “you 
made your bed, now sleep in 
it.”

Jonelle Alvarez, a Hum-
boldt State student majoring 
in environmental science and 
management, helped collect 
the trash and turn it into a 
sleeping student. She was in-
spired to be participating in 
the transition from trash to art.

“There was a lot more trash 
than I imagined and it would’ve 
stayed out there forever,” Alva-
rez said. “We had to get really 
creative with it. Prove we have 
no limits.”

This past Sunday, a group 
of students from Earth Guard-

ians suited up in their rain 
gear and headed to the forest, 
armed with empty sandbags 
to fill up with trash. It was the 
first of many community for-
est clean up days hosted by the 
club.

Earth Guardians is a glob-
al movement founded and 
sustained by young people to 
spread resiliency through di-
rect action activism. They are 
demanding greener policy 
from governments and leaders 
around the world, co-creat-
ing our future by empowering 
youth leaders. They are cur-
rently suing the federal gov-
ernment for endangering our 
generation through excessive 
fossil fuel consumption.

The Humboldt State Earth 
Guardians chapter meets every 
Monday in the CCAT house at 
5 p.m., fostering an all-inclu-
sive, accessible space for local 
activists to turn their ideas 
into reality.

Simone McGowan, an en-
vironmental studies student 
who brought Earth Guardians 
to Humboldt, struggled to find 
an accessible outlet for her 
activism, a space for people 

to feel good about themselves 
and what they’re doing.

“We’re uniting a large group 
of activists for political and so-
cial action on the macro and 
micro scale,” McGowan said. 
“Activism should be accessi-
ble and everyone should be in-
cluded in the conversation.”

Earth Guardians promotes 
activism for anyone trying 
to catalyze change. They are 
bridging the disconnect be-
tween social and environmen-
tal justice, starting an open di-
alogue where all voices can be 
heard.

Jacob Gellatly, an environ-
mental resource engineering 
major, believes Earth Guard-
ians’ inclusive, collaborative 
activism is the answer to the 
social and environmental 
problems that plague our plan-
et.

“Don’t focus on what can’t 
be done,” Gellatly said. “In-
stead, figure out what we can 
do together to make it hap-
pen.”

Once litter, now art

Photo | Emily Owen
“You made your bed, now lie in it.”  art installation.

by Emily Owen

Emily Owen may be 
contacted at thejack@humboldt.edu

Battle to restore Rainbow Ridge

About an hour south from 
Humboldt State University lies 
Rainbow Ridge, a fairy tale for-
est with 300-foot tall trees cov-
ered in lichen and moss. Fungi 
grows in all shapes, sizes and 
colors. Rare and endangered 
animals lurk; the agarikon, the 
pine marten, the Pacific fisher, 
the spotted owl, Coho salmon 
and Sonoma tree vole. The en-
dangered Coho salmon return 
here to spawn.

“It is really important that 
we save the remainder of old 
growth. It is all that we have 
left,” conservation consultant 
for the Lost Coast League, Ga-
brielle Ward said. “We need to 
look at how we can help pre-
serve and maintain landscape 
connectivity so that animals 
can continue to move across 
landscapes and not be isolat-
ed.”

Rainbow Ridge is a combi-
nation of coastal Douglas fir 
trees and mixed-hardwood 
forest along the north fork 
of the Mattole River. Inside 
of Rainbow Ridge’s 18,000 
acres of forest and meadows 
lies 1,100 acres of old growth 

coastal Douglas fir trees.
Rainbow Ridge is “one of 

only two old growth Douglas 
fir forests that have been un-
entered and untouched, and 
the only one in California,” Joe 
Seney, a HSU lecturer in for-
estry and wildland soils, said.

“There are very few remain-
ing tracks of old growth Doug-
las fir anywhere along this part 
of the California coast,” Seney 
said.

The Lost Coast League is a 
group of citizens from the Mat-
tole watershed and they have 
been in land acquisition, liti-
gation and conservancy since 
the early 1970s. The Lost Coast 
League has acquired and pro-
tected thousands of acres of 
forest since their inception.

“The goals of the Lost Coast 
League are to study, survey, 
understand and preserve and 
restore this forest,” Ward said.

The Lost Coast League 
hopes to acquire and restore 
Rainbow Ridge. The Rainbow 
Ridge is privately owned by the 
Fisher family, who is known 
for their GAP clothing stores. 
The Lost Coast League intends 
to purchase Rainbow Ridge 
from the Fisher family.

The east border of Rainbow 
Ridge is adjacent to Humboldt 
Redwoods State Park, which 
holds Rockefeller Forest with-
in it that has the largest con-
tiguous old growth redwood 
forest in the world.

The west border of Rainbow 
Ridge is the King Range Na-
tional Conservation Area. The 
purchase and preservation of 
Rainbow Ridge would connect 
the world’s largest redwood 
forest with the ocean, creating 
a wildlife corridor to remain 
throughout time.

“If the Fisher family would 
recognize the treasure value of 
Rainbow Ridge and what kind 
of legacy they could leave, they 
could create a Fisher Forest 
standing adjacent to Rockefel-
ler Forest. This is something 
that could last throughout 
time,” Michael Evenson, vice 
president of the Lost Coast 
League said.

The advantages of this bio-
diverse forest close to HSU 
provides unique opportunities. 
The Lost Coast League would 
like to see the University of 
California’s nature preserve 
program or Humboldt State’s 
College of Natural Resources 

utilize Rainbow Ridge for re-
search.

“By looking at what is left 
we can understand what the 
rest is supposed to look like,” 
Ward said.

There is the potential for 
new discoveries on Rainbow 
Ridge, especially in fungi. 
Agarikon is a fungus found 
growing on Rainbow Ridge 
with medicinal properties that 
can treat antibiotic resistant 
tuberculosis.

“There is a vast opportuni-
ty for students to be a part of 
the solution. Looking at fire 
regimes and restoring portions 
of the landscape that have 
been [logged] in the past, and 
it does have some deep carbon 
sinks,” Ward said.

The Cascadia Temperate 
Rainforest spans from South-
ern Alaska to Southern Hum-
boldt and is the largest carbon 
sink on the planet.

“The only deep carbon 
sinks left in the United States 
are along the coastline of this 
Cascadian Temperate Rainfor-
est,” Ward said. “It’s all that we 
have left, we can’t continue to 
fragment this endangered eco-
system.”

Paulo Sweeney, a forest de-
fender, addresses Humboldt 
Redwood Company’s inconsis-
tencies in forest practices.

“Humboldt Redwood Com-
pany sets aside high conser-
vation areas that they are not 
going to log at that time. They 
aren’t going to log the area 
now but that does not mean 
that it is protected from being 
logged in the future,” Paulo 
said. “These are key places for 
restoration.”

During Earth Week from 
April 16-22, HSU will be hav-
ing talks, films, demonstra-
tions and workshops on envi-
ronmentally sound practices 
and sustainability.

Paulo will be having a ques-
tion and answer period on 
April 19 after the film “If a Tree 
Falls” in Forestry Room 201 
from 3-4:30 p.m., as part of 
the documentary day hosted 
by the Climate Crisis club for 
Earth Week. Come and learn 
more on forest defense in the 
community, climate change, 
ecological collapse and student 
involvement in direct action.

by Tyrone McDonald

 Photo | Gabrielle Ward
The sun setting along the Lost Coast.

Photo | Maureen Roche
Coho Salmon swimming in the Mattole River.

Tyrone McDonald may be 
contacted at thejack@humboldt.edu
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OPINION
As students, we have rea-

sonable expectations of safety 
so we can focus on academic 
success without fear. This is 
not the reality for Humboldt 
State University students of 
color, both on campus and in 
the community. Both the Arca-
ta Police Department and HSU 
have a long way to go to gain 
the trust of students of color.

The recent resignation of 
APD police chief Tom Chap-
man only worsens public con-
fidence in local law enforce-
ment.

A good deal of community 
members, including HSU stu-
dents, are aware that 19-year-
old HSU student David Josiah 
Lawson was murdered at an 
off-campus party in Arcata on 
April 15, 2017.

McKinleyville resident Kyle 
Zoellner was arrested at the 
scene of the crime, but re-
leased on May 5, 2017, due to 
lack of evidence connecting 
him to the murder.

There is a clear and serious 
disconnect within our commu-
nity regarding racial diversity. 
Because Lawson is black and 
Zoellner is white, racial ten-
sions tightened in the commu-
nity. And as one group tries to 
engage with the community 
about race and public safety, 
others view such meetings as a 
way to promote white guilt.

To this day, no one is in cus-
tody of Lawson’s open homi-

cide case.
Former FBI agent Tom 

Parker, who offered his inves-
tigative services on the Law-
son case for free, resigned on 
April 9. According to the North 
Coast Journal, Parker said a 
lack of trust and cooperation 
by the APD led to his decision 
to resign.

“It was clear they were hold-
ing back things and not telling 
me the truth,” Parker said. 
“They had things going on and 
they wouldn’t tell me what 

they were.”
Chapman announced his 

resignation the following day 
without reason.

Following a press release by 
the City of Arcata announcing 
Chapman’s resignation, Arca-
ta City manager Karen Diemer 
followed up with local media 
concerning both departures.

“[Chapman’s] decision does 
not stem from any one single 
thing,” Diemer said. “It is a 
combination of personal rea-
sons and professional judge-

ment on what he believes is 
best for the department and 
himself.”

In regards to the Lawson 
case, Diemer said the APD 
continues the investigation 
without Chapman.

“The investigative team for 
the David Josiah Lawson case 
is solidified with members of 
both the Arcata Police Depart-
ment and District Attorney 
Investigators office,” Diemer 
said. “This team will stay in 
place and focused on the case 

Trust in police weakens as Chapman resigns
through its completion.”

Parker’s claim that the APD 
withheld information raises 
major concerns. While it’s rea-
sonable to conceal information 
from the public during an open 
investigation, why wasn’t the 
APD willing to cooperate with 
Parker?

Also suspicious is the tim-
ing of Chapman’s resignation. 
Why did Chapman resign the 
day after Parker terminated 
his contract with the APD and 
just five days before the one-
year mark of Lawson’s death? 
Coincidence would be an un-
believable excuse.

While there’s only so much 
we can do in a case like this, we 
can demand more from from 
our law enforcement and other 
officials. Check with the City of 
Arcata, the Arcata Police De-
partment and the Division of 
Student Affairs at HSU about 
the investigation. Don’t just do 
it once, but follow up as well.

We must stand in solidari-
ty of not just the Lawson case, 
but for students of color. By 
remaining quiet, local law en-
forcement will prioritize less 
pressing issues and no prog-
ress will be made. We need to 
stand up for ourselves because 
the ones who should pro-
tect and serve us are stepping 
down.

The Editorial Staff may be 
contacted at thejack@humboldt.edu

Photo by Oliver Cory
Former Arcata Police Department Chief Tom Chapman

EDITORIAL

OPINION

Humboldt County’s reputa-
tion around the United States 
reeks of marijuana.

As part of the Emerald Tri-
angle, along with the counties 
Mendocino and Trinity, Hum-
boldt makes most of its green 
from the seasonal crop.

Rumor has it that the cele-
bration of April 20 started in 
Marin County, California, not 
too far from Humboldt with a 
group of San Rafael High School 
students who called themselves 
The Waldos. These pothead pio-
neers gathered on campus after 
school at 4:20 p.m. to spark up 
and look for a rumored, aban-
doned pot farm.

One of the original Waldos 
said that the term originally 
meant “Do you have some?” or 
“Do I look stoned?”

Eventually, the psychedel-
ic rock band Grateful Dead 
picked up on the term when 
they moved blocks away from 
San Rafael High School and fre-
quently smoked with one of the 
Waldos’ older brothers.

Years later, April 20 is a na-
tionwide holiday when stoners 
smoke copious amounts of weed 
and spend the day trying not to 
miss 4:20 p.m.

Celebrating April 20 in Hum-
boldt County is almost as point-
less as the British declaring a 
national day for beer (which 
they have, mind you). But the 
beginning of 2018 marked a 
monumental time in California 
history.

Marijuana advocates have 
been fighting for legalization of 
cannabis since the 1960s. 

Finally, on Jan. 1, California 
Proposition 64 became effec-

tive, allowing legal recreational 
use and taxation of marijuana 
statewide. Nearly 60 years later, 
the seed is cultivated into reali-
ty.

Since then, there has been 
little qualitative information 
about the impact on Humboldt 
economy, but tourism and sales 
tax revenues are likely to in-
crease.

Now more than ever, April 
20 is a holiday to celebrate the 
progress California has made in 
decriminalizing the medicinal 

Before the Gold Rush there 
was a Green Rush, with some 
gold in there. Settlers came 
from the East in the 19th cen-
tury looking for gold and found 
some big trees to cut down and 
sell. It was a prosperous time 
for white people who made 
money from lumber sales, but 
it sucked for every person of 
color who worked low wages 
in the industry or barred from 
work. Now, it’s time for a new 

A joint opinion: Spark it up or put it out
area of selling green stuff for 
money once again.

There are many parallels 
from the Gold Rush to the 
Green Rush as legalization 
came about. Marijuana legal-
ization is just as racist and elit-
ist as the lumber industry. 81 
percent of cannabis business 
owners are white. Three-quar-
ters of the industry are owned 
by men.

However, this is more than 
the environment, it’s about its 
medicinal value. Sure, there 
are some studies that tell of 
marijuana’s healing abilities 
and some Facebook memes 
that exaggerate those claims 
and say weed cures cancer. But 
those studies seem to be used 
to justify lazy people to smoke 
all day and do nothing.

Just because something is 
supposedly healthy for you, 
doesn’t mean you should con-
sume it to excess if it’s unnec-
essary. Apples are healthy, but 
eating a whole bushel won’t 
keep the doctor away and nor 
would smoking a pound a day, 
or whatever amount people ac-
tually smoke.

There are a lot more things 
to do in Humboldt than 
smoke. Cannabis can be a part 
of Humboldt, but it shouldn’t 
be exclusive to its identity. 
Not everyone smokes weed. 
There are quite a bit of people 
who look down on weed due to 
its culture. No one should be 
forced to smoke, but canna-
bis shouldn’t be looked down 
upon either. The cannabis in-
dustry needs to be improved.

plant and allowing anyone to 
enjoy its benefits. For the first 
time, anyone above the age of 21 
can safely spark up a legal, rec-
reational blunt in the comfort of 
their home.

If you are partaking in 4/20 
this year, please remember that 
any dank celebration should be 
in moderation. Spark responsi-
bly.

by Lora Neshovska

Lora Neshovska may be 
contacted at thejack@humboldt.edu

by Stella Stokes

Stella Stokes may be 
contacted at thejack@humboldt.edu

Illustration | Jen Kelly
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The who’s who of Humboldt 
County were in attendance 
for the 33rd Annual Celebrity 
Dinner and Sports Auction in 
Eureka, and they raised over 
$200,000 for the night.

The auction is put together 
every year as a benefit for the 
Humboldt State University 
athletics program and athletic 
scholarships. Tim Flannery is a 
former three-time MLB World 
Series championship coach 
for the San Francisco Giants 
and player for the San Diego 
Padres. He was the special 
celebrity guest this year, and 
had an unlikely connection to 
the local area.

“In 1976 I was in Boulder, 
Colorado for the NBC College 
World Series,” Flannery said. 
“And the Humboldt Crabs – 
the Humboldt Eureka Crabs 
– beat us, and I’m still looking 
for those guys.”

As the event was getting 
started and catering was 
being set out, the Lumberjack 
athletes were in the parking lot 
in the back, wearing tuxedos 
and dresses while eating cold 
pizza.

Junior Kameron Curl is a 
guard on the men’s basketball 
team who was a table runner 
along with his fellow athletes. 
The runner’s responsibility is 
to promote themselves and the 

team to the community at their 
tables.

“It’s nice to interact with 
people,” Curl said. “They get 
a better idea as to who we are 
as people, and not just on the 
court.”

Coaches, administrators, 
boosters and members of the 
Humboldt community wined 
and dined on fine catering 
while student-athletes rushed 
around tables to look for 
some help for the university’s 
depleted funds.

Jovannah Arrington is a 
junior guard on the women’s 
basketball team who hit the 
game-winning shot for the Jacks 
in the conference final earlier 
this year against University of 

California, San Diego.
“We know the boosters are 

going to be there,” Arrington 
said. “To be able to serve them 
is a great opportunity for us, 
and getting to meet them is 
really nice.”

Flannery kept the crowd 
engaged with two singing 
performances, and stories 

from his more than 25 years in 
the MLB.

“This was an amazing 
evening made possible by 
our exceptional community,” 
Interim Athletic Director 
Duncan Robins said. “The 
community demonstrated its 
overwhelming support last fall, 
and continues to show its green 

and gold spirit in support of 
student-athlete scholarships.”

From shooting machines to 
new sports bags, this money 
will come in handy for the 
athletics program now and in 
the future.

Community shows green and gold spirit
Annual Celebrity Dinner and Sports Auction raises 200k for HSU athletics program
by Gabe Rivera

Photo | Gabe Rivera
Former major leaguer Tim Flannery kept the crowd engaged by singing two songs and telling stories from his more 
than 25 years in the MLB at the 33rd Annual Celebrity Sports Dinner and Auction on April 14 in Eureka.

“
— Kameron Curl

Men’s Baskeball Guard

It’s nice to 
interact with 
people.  They 
get a better 
idea as to 
who we are as 
people, and 
not just on 
the court.”

This week is sports
April 18, 1966 - Bill Russell becomes the first African American head coach in NBA history for 

the Boston Celtics. The hall-of-famer played 13 seasons for the Celtics, and won 11 championships 
in that time. Russell is one of seven basketball players in history to win an NCAA Championship, 
an NBA Championship and an Olympic gold medal.

April 20, 1986 - Chicago Bulls shooting guard Michael Jordan set an NBA playoff record 
with an incredible 63 points. Jordan broke the mark that was previously held by Elgin Baylor who 
scored 61 points in the 1962 NBA Finals.

April 22, 1954 - The NBA introduced the 24-second shot clock to speed up the game. The 
number was devised when Syracuse Nationals owner Danny Biasone divided the seconds in a 
48-minute game by the the average amount of shots by both teams (120) from games played from 
the previous three seasons. The game was dull and played at a snail’s pace, with one team opening 
up a lead and freezing the ball until time ran out. The only thing the trailing team could do was 
foul. Thus the games became rough, ragged and free-throw shooting contests.

April 23, 2000 - American snowboarder Chloe Kim is born in Torrance, California. Kim won 
gold in dominating fashion for the United States in the 2018 Winter Olympics in PyeongChang, 
South Korea at the age of 17.

Gabe Rivera may be 
contacted at thejack@humboldt.edu

by Gabe Rivera

Radio Clash
Zero One
Gabe Pressure
PUNK*NEW WAVE*INDIE*SKA
@TheAlibi
Saturday April 21st, 2018
21+ / Music at 11pm / $2 cover
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