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Can you let it fly?

Confederate flag seen on dorm window

Jenny Henrikson
Staff writer

The Confederate flag that
hung from an HSU Maple dorm
room window has been taken
down. Only housing officials and
the resident know if the flag’s re-
moval was demanded or a per-
sonal choice.

Residence Life Coordinator
Matt Pearce had a conversation
with the student, who did not
want to be identified because he
thinks people might harass him.

Pearce would not reveal the
outcome of the meeting.

“I cannot talk about individ-
ual conver-

imagine, there are some people
who didn’t see anything wrong
with it, and some people who
viewed it as a symbol of hate”
The flag the resident hung,
sometimes referred to as the
“Southern Cross,” is an adapta-
tion of the original “Stars and
Bars” flag that was first raised at
the Capitol in Montgomery, Ala.,
on March 4, 1861 during the Civ-
il War. It was used as the national
symbol of the Confederate States
of America, or the states oppos-
ing the Union and the abolish-
ment of slavery.
In the past, Southern states
hung the flag,

sations with

along with

students”said The student made the de- state flags and
Pearce, who cision to take it down after the American

acts as a ju-

Bt e B c.onversatlon wnfh other
for students. residents and staff.”

Pearce said he
enforces the
housing poli-
cy and meets

flag, as an em-
blem of South-
ern heritage. It
has also been

appropriated
Issac Carter py the Ku Klux

Housing assistant director Klan and oth-

with people
individually.

“What you hear from resi-
dents doesn’t necessarily mean
that's the way the conversation
went,” he said.

The resident said he was forced
to take the flag down.

“You have an inherent right to
hang the flag if you want to,” he
said.

Issac Carter, assistant director
of Housing, said he does not have
individual conversations with
students.

“The student made the deci-
sion to take it down after a con
versation with other residents
and staff;” Carter said. “You can

er racist hate
groups and more than 500 ex-
tremist groups use ihe “Southern
Cross” as one of their symbols,
according to the Southern Pover-
ty Law Center.

People still consider the flag
symbolic of Southern heritage,
while others see it as a reminder
of the atrocity of slavery and seg-
regation.

“To me it's more than just a
symbol of hate,” he said. “My
family is from the South and the
flag reminds me of my heritage.”

He added he has numerous
Confederate flags family mem-

see FLAG, pg. 7
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ourtesy ( f Mohamed Jemmali

The Confederate flag hung in a window of the Maple dorm in
the Canyon until the resident took it down.

courtesy of indymedia.org
Police put protesters into
submission holds at “Tent
State University,” an anti-
budget cut demonstration at
UCSC

APRIL 48.92 2008

courtesy of Matt Calzetta

Student protesters unite

Activists arrested in Santa Cruz, students block traffic
in Missouri, statewide, students walk out of class

Cat Sieh
Staff writer

About 20 HSU students joined
hundreds of other California col-
lege students last Wednesday in a
statewide day of action to protest
tuition hikes, student fee increas-
es and other cuts to higher educa-
tion.

itize education in state budgets
and end what protesters say has
been a steady decline in the qual-
ity and affordability of higher ed-
ucation. And in many cases, they

are getting a lot of attention.
“It’'s definitely a growing move-
ment,” said Terra Rentz, an HSU
California Fac-

The students

ulty Association

convened at the ‘“We’re in the beginning intern who at-
Capitol Building stages of what could be tended the Sac-

in Sacramento,
hosting a funer-

onstration that
featured tomb-
stones, a eulo-
gy and even a

a big movement in the
al-themed dem- next couple of years.”

ramento  pro-
test. “I think
it's growing lo-
cally, statewide
and nationally.

Terra Rentz We're in the be-
HSU CFA student intern

student playing
dead in a casket—all to represent
“Mourning the death of the Cali-
fornia dream.”

The rally is one in a slough of
recent state- and nation-wide stu-
dent protests fighting to reprior-

ginning  stages
of what could be
a big movement in the next cou-
ple years.”

Last Monday riot police ar-
rested 18 UC Santa Cruz demon-
strators who were protesting non-
violently in conjunction with the

statewide “Day of Action in De-
fense of Education”

Students reported that city po-
lice used pain submission tech-
niques, chokeholds and batons to
pry apart students and supporters
who were holding hands in “di-
rect democracy circles,” refusing
to leave.

UCSC limits access to campus
after 8 p.m. “to ensure safety” and
bans overnight camping; admin-
istrators allowed police to break
up the “unlawful assembly” after
hundreds of protesters violated
the curfew and refused to relocate
to a more remote, administration-
approved campus location.

A few hours later, student orga-
nizers and UCSC administrators
made a deal; the administration
called off the police and allowed
students to continue the next day
if people began to disperse and no

see PROTESTS, pg. 9

Model Arab League

Students represent Libya in political simulation

Adam Creighton
Staff writer

Middle East politics. Of the 13 Universities that at-

Nineteen students, absorbed in Middle Eastern
studies since the start of the semester tested their
merit at the regional Model Arab League confer-

ence.

On Saturday, April 8, a delegation of students
in Paul Blank’s geography of the Middle East class
went to Mills College in Oakland where they rep-

tended, HSU did well, garnering 5th place overall.

Geography seniors Kevin McManigal and Bri-
an Wells received the “Outstanding Delegation”
award for representation of Libya in the Council

Arab Ministers of the Interior.

McManigal, 34, is a first-year senior who re-

turned to college to complete his geography de-
gree after 12 years of working around the world as

resented the Republic of Libya in a simulation of

see LEAGUE, pg. 6
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ssoiaed
Students

A special Thank You to the students who dedicated them-
selves to serving on campus committees

Kevin Farley, Academic Senate Jonathan Hsyek, Instructional Tech Cmte.
Antonette Jones, Activities Coordinating Board Brian Whited, Instructionally Related Activities Board
Catherine Roscoe, Activities Coordinating Board  Larry Blaylock, Intercollegiate Athletic Advisory Cmte.
Ray Jimenez, Cmte. on Aids Policy Meghan Letters, intercolegiate Athletic Advisory Cmie.
Nicholas Page, Cmte. on Aids Policy Betty Wright, Intemational Programs Screening Cmte.
Ora Zolan, Cmte. on Aids Policy Meghan Leters, inlemational Programs Screening Cimie.
Eliana Machura, A.S. Scholarship Cmte. Vitek Jirinec, Intemational Resource Cmte.
Aaron Bailey, A.S. Presents Steve Dimon, KRFH Community Advisory Group
Jesse Franzen, A.S. Presents Christina V. , Library Committee

Carlo Solis, A.S. Presents Christopher Rall, Parking & Transportation Cmte.
Margot Hottman, A.S. Presents Patrick McAuley, Parking & Transportation Cmte.
Larry Blaylock, Athletic Compliance Cmte. Velma Belchik, President’'s Council
Antonette Jones, A.S. Board of Finance Larry B , President’s Council

Travis Bennett, Communications Cmte. Justin Mitman, Cmte. on Public Art

Viima Medrano, Action Plan Cmte. Steve Dimon, Public Safety Cmte.

Crystal Evans, Diversity Program FundingCmite.  Collin Phifer, Experiential Ed. Advisory Cmte.

Paris Adkins, Diversity Program Funding Cmte. Ashley Gregory, Experiential Ed. Advisory Cmte.
Jessica Pimentel Cruz, DierslyPogam FudngCmie. Andrea Rogers, Sexual Assault Prevention Cmte.

Elizabeth Palmer, Elections Commission Jeffrey Adams, and Facilities Comte.
Carl Shoemaker, Elections Commission Travis Bennett, Space and Facilities Cmte.
Kevin Jimenez, Elections Commission Steve Dimon, Student Affairs Cmte.

Carly Hanssler, EnirmentiHesih & OmupekraiSeisyCre. Tara Holloway, Student Grievance Cmte.
Victor Fagundes, Equal Rights & Diversity Cmte. Andrea Tyler, Student Health Center Advisory Cmte.
John Wu, Equal Rights & Diversity Cmte. Stephanie McLaughlin, SudentHealthAdvisory Cmie.
Patrick McAuley, External Affairs Cmte. Stephanie Riddle, Student Health Advisory Cmte.
Elizabeth Palmer, External Affairs Cmte. Jesica Pimentel Cruz, SudentHealth Advisory Cmie.
Travis Bennett, External Affairs Cmte. Crystal Evans, Student Recreation Center Board
Jonathon Wu, External Affairs Cmte. Janelle Blakely, Student Recreation Center Board
Andrea Rogers, University Curriculum Committee

Jacqueline Aboulafia, HSU Foundation
Patrick McAuley, HSU Scholarship & Fee Grant Christopher Thompson, University Budget Cmte.
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Kira Rubenthaler

Excavation for the basement of the BSS building has stopped
due to the discovery of a soil discontinuity below ground.

Possible fault

halts BSS building
construction

Kira Rubenthaler
Editor

Construction of the new Be-
havioral and Social Sciences
Building has halted after the April
5 discovery of a possible seismic
fault running through the con-
struction site.

Preliminary investigations into
the soil anomaly suggest that it
may not be a fault, but geologists
are still investigating the site, lo-
cated at the southeast corner of
campus off Union Street.

On April 5, the geotechnical
consultant to building contractor
Danco-Swinerton found a discon-
tinuity in the soil being excavated
for the building’s basement.

HSU contacted the California
State University Seismic Review
Board, which sent consulting ge-
ologist Bert Swan to the site on
April 6 to conduct an investiga-
tion.

The discontinuity appears as
lighter rock surrounded by dark-
er-colored dirt. The lighter rock
is Franciscan and is likely several
million years old, while the dark-
er soil is from the Pleistocene Ep-
och and much younger, probably
about 90,000 years, Swan said.

At a media briefing on April 20,
Swan said he suspects the anoma-
ly may not be a fault but rather a
buried sea stack.

A sea stack is a pile of rock that
sticks up above the waves. The
younger dirt would have filled in
the area around the stack later
when the sea level retreated.

However, there is still a possi
bility that the anomaly could be a
fault.

An arm of the Fickle Hill fault
runs through campus just down

* *ltill ot the butlding site. -

Swan said this fault, which was
known of prior to the start of con-
struction, is a “low-risk” fault and
poses little threat to the building.

The discontinuity could be an
arm of that fault, which could still
endanger the building.

Swan and geologists from HSU
are working to positively identify
the anomaly and could have an
answer as early as the end of this
week.

Charles Thiel, the chair of the
CSU Seismic Review Board, will
visit the site this week to give an
update on the geological investi-
gation. In cases regarding seismic
activity, the seismic board and the
CSU Chancellor’s Office decide
how to proceed in order to avoid
conflicts of interest.

Jane Rogers, director of public
affairs for HSU, said the cost of in-
vestigating the fault is estimated
to be $100,000.

HSU received $26.8 million
for construction of the building
from Proposition 47, a state bond
passed in 2002 that provided
funds for construction projects at
schools, community colleges and
universities.

Project site manager Evan
Barnes said if all goes well he
doesn’t expect construction to fall
behind schedule.

Construction began in May
2004 and is scheduled for com-
pletion in October 2006, with the
building opening for classes in
January 2007.

When finished, the BSS build
ing will house 10 academic de
partments as well as the new CSU
Native American Center.

Kira Rubenthaler can be reached

. cat keri@humboldt.edu
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Kimberly Thorpe
Staff writer

HSU’s reputation for being dedicated to
sustainable living just received a boost from
one of the smallest departments on campus.

Students in the Industrial Technology De-
partment, which boasts a mere 58 student ma-
jors, recently formed the first Emerging Green
Builder Committee in Humboldt County.

“With Humboldt Coun-

Students move toward green building
IT majors push for sustainable development

The committee will focus mainly on pro-
viding educational opportunities and resourc-
es for improving green, efficient and sustain-
able building designs in Humboldt County.

“It's an opportunity for students to learn
about green building,” said IT junior Nate
McKeever.

Green building encompasses all steps in the
building process, from site development to the
use of recycled products and organic paint.
“It’s in the future of con-

ty’s background [in sus-
tainable living], we were
surprised that there wasn't
one,” said Mark Doggett,
IT Department chair and
adviser to the committee.
The group is open to stu-
dents, professionals and
“primarily anyone with an

“Right now it’s a choice,
[but] the day will come
when all of this stuff will
be enforced.”

Nate McKeever

industrial technology junior

struction,” McKeever said.
“Right now it's a choice,
[but] the day will come
when all of this stuff will be
enforced.”

Green building designs
have both economic and
environmental  benefits.
Besides reducing opera-

interest in green building,”
he said.

'The committee, an offshoot of the Redwood
Empire Chapter of the United States Green
Building Council, will hold its first meeting
today at 6 p.m. in Jenkins Hall, Room 102.

The Redwood Empire, based in Santa Rosa,
is the nearest chapter and the current sponsor
of the newly formed group.

On Monday it submitted an application
to Associated Students to become an official
campus club.
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tion costs through water
and electricity conserva-
tion, environmentally sound construction im-
proves air and water quality and helps to con-
serve natural resources.

CCAT will also be holding a seminar Fri-
day at 4:30 p.m. in the Green and Gold Room
to discuss green building certification pro-
cesses, known as LEED (leadership in energy
and environmental design).

The speakers include Green Building Co-

chair Bill Krill, an employee of Swinerton, the
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contractor for HSU’s new Behavioral and So-
cial Sciences Building, and Alan Scott of Green
Building Services, a consulting firm based in
Portland, Ore.

“It will be a presentation and overview of
why we do green building, what the LEED cer-
tification process entails, [and] the different
roles of architects, engineers and contractors,”
said Jeff Adams, an interdisciplinary studies
senior studying indigenous technology.

Beginning next semester, the IT Depart-
ment will add a full-time professor and a new
curriculum with an emphasis on sustainable
green construction.

According to Governor Schwarzanegger’s
Green Building Action Plan, all state-owned
buildings will soon be required to decrease
their energy consumption, with a goal of re-
ducing it by at least 20 percent by 2015.

“It's a groundbreaking movement in the
green building community,” McKeever said.

Kimberly Thorpe can be reached at
kat21@humboldt.edu
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Activator chiropractic techniques.
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made from scratch!
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cake with mocha mousse, frosted with

chocolate ganache, carrot cake with cream

cheese icing or many, many more.

Order early! T
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marinara sauce.
Choose from: Italian,
Combination or Vegetarian!
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your three favorite toppings!
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LEAGUE: Simulation isn’t easy

continued from pg. 3

an outdoor adventure guide.

“Its not really a competi-
tion,” McManigal said. “There are
awards for people who speak well
and prepare well, [but] the job
is to increase awareness of how
Arab politics work in Arabic-
speaking countries.”

The simulation follows the
format of the real League of Arab
States, a diplomatic organization
modeled after the UN. Schools
represent one of the 22 Arab
countries, and break their teams
into five delegations: Ministry of
the Interior, Palestinian Affairs,
Joint Defense, Social Affairs and
Environmental Affairs.

Delegates from schools then
meet in council and try to pass
resolutions following “Parlia-
mentary” rules of procedure. It is
a combination of student leader-
ship, public speaking, historical
research and acting.

“You put resolutions forth,
you motion to put them on the
table, you talk about them, you
try to do role-playing,” McMani-
gal said. “We tried to play the best
we think [Libya leader Muam-
mar] Qaddifi would have his rep-
resentatives represent him.”

McManigal said that usually
everyone is respectful, but some-

class,” Blank said.

In its first year, HSU repre-
sented Syria, and did well. “We
got a couple of outstanding dele-
gates awards,” Blank said.

The experience is part of the
Model Arab League class, geog-
raphy 472, but when it is offered
again next spring it might be in-
corporated into geography 335,
geography of the Middle East. The
class is open to any student with
interest, and the only prerequisite
is junior or senior standing. But
don’t expect it to be a cakewalk;
McManigal said preparation was
grueling.

“Our reading list was enor-
mous, almost un-doable,” he
said.

Nevertheless, McManigal is
considering returning for his fi-
nal year.

“Paul is already trying to enlist
me,” he said.

Kyle Zech a political science
senior who is in his third year of
Model Arab League, said, “I enjoy
the class more than most classes
because we get a chance to exer-
cise what we learned.”

“We were up against Berke-
ley, Santa Barbara, SF State...very
prestigious schools...It's the only
thing I've done for three years in

times, it gets a bit over the top. a row at HSU,” Zech said. d
“Last week, at the nationals, With a growing body of facul-
[the Libya team] was up on the ty and students involved with the d
table, calling people ‘infidels™ program, Blank hopes the pro- h
McManigal said. gram will grow into a core com- s
HSU began attending regional ponent of a Middle-East Studies (
Model Arab League conferences minor. i
eight years ago. “I think there’s a crying need
At the time, Blank was team- for this and a pretty large de- I

teaching Middle East and Islamic
Studies with religious studies Pro-
fessor Bill Herbrechtsmeier, when
the regional director for Model
Arab League contacted him and
asked if he was interested.

“We just inserted it into the

mand,” Blank said. “Humboldt
State is about the only univer-
sity that placed and won awards
that does not have a Middle-East
studies program.”

Adam Creighton can be reached
at carrotwedge@yahoo.com

(Omtt‘sy of Kevin McManig :l

M el auSah ALl M

The HSU M: .el Arab League team meets after Sunday's
events. From left to right, the members are Zachary George,
Christopher Haynes, Laila Bush, Ashiey Probst, Jason Hunt,
Amin Shaibi, Eric Johnson, Seth Parra, Eli Trabue, Samuel
Johnson, Mike McCain, Brian Wells, Jason Combs, Ryan
Haentjens, Morgan Crane, Prohaor Paul Blank Jo Erlltson

- - (Not pictured David Tuttle)..
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FLAG
continued from pg. 3

bers gave him and they are the
only flags he has to express his
pride for his American heri-
tage.

“I am proud of the South
and my heritage because the
South fought for what they
believed in,” the student said.
“They didn’t want to be part of
the Union and they rebelled.
If someone wants to do some-
thing they should be able to.”

He said it is funny some
people can have Mexican and
Communist flags in their win-
dow or pictures such as Bob
Marley, who represents a con-
trovercial sub-culture.

Carter, who had no com-
ment on the Confederate flag
itself, said anyone familiar with
the laws of this country knows
that in American society citi-
zens have the right to display
symbols.

He said even though the
constitution grants people
First Amendment rights, pub-
lic institutions have to protect
citizens. And because of that,
he said institutions have to de-
termine the time, manner, and
space of which those constitu-
tionally granted symbols are
displayed.

An HSU housing resi-
dent who would only identify
himself as Robert said, “They
shouldn’t have had it up. The
Confederate flag is kind of rac-
ist.”

The flag owner said, “I don't
have any black friends but I am
not a racist or a white suprem-
ist.”

He said that three weeks
ago he went to a concert by
Bone Thugs-n-Harmony, a
black rap group, and he also
has a Wu-Tang Clan symbol in
his room.

“I think it’s ridiculous peo-
ple are classifying me as a rac-
ist,” the student said.

Ben Thrower, a journalism
major who lives off campus,
said he went to high school in
Tennessee, where the Confed-
erate flag was banned. Throw-
er also used to live in Georgia
and said state leaders took the
Confederate symbol off the
flag there.

Thrower said the student
who hung the flag has no right
to claim it as heritage.

“I think it's wrong because
you know it’s going to provoke
anger and promote a non-har-
monious living situation,” he
said. .
Jenny Henrikson can
can be reached at
Jah80@humboldt.edu
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Monday, April 18

11:13 a.m. A Founders Hall
smart classroom’s image screen
was written on and possibly un-
repairable.

Wednesday, April 20

12:49 a.m. Officers were unable
to locate a marijuana odor in
Redwood Hall.

12:44 p.m. An unknown subject
defecated in a urinal in the old
Fieldhouse building, which is
still under construction.

4:31 p.m. Officers cited a sub-
ject for possessing less than an
ounce of marijuana at Sunset
Court.

Thursday, April 21

12:45 a.m. A subject carrying a
matress through the Library lot
was determined to be moving
off campus—and taking bed-
ware with him. He was required
to return the matress to hous-
ing.

11:27 a.m. Someone reported a

strong marijuana odor coming

from Cypress Hall suite. An of-

ficer contacted several subjects,
but was unable to determine re-
sponsible party.

Friday, April 22

12:37 a.m. UPD assisted APD
with a fight involving a weapon
on the Plaza.

1:05 a.m. UPD assisted APD at
the traffic stop on Samoa Blvd.
Officers recovered a gun and
took a subject into custody.

Sunday, April 24

1:11 a.m. UPD assisted APD at
the traffic stop on H Street. APD
took one person into custody
for drinking under the influ-
ence.
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PROTESTS: UCSC protest leads to violence

continued from pg. 3

more than five people spent the
night at the base of the campus.

The deal caused a surreal
scene where suddenly, a little af-
ter midnight, the cops ran away
and the people rejoiced.

The demonstration contin-
ued until the

trators agreed to set up a com-
mittee to determine the econom-
ic feasibility of setting up a living
wage for university workers, and
are taking steps toward an Elec-
tion Day holiday, among other
improvements demanded by stu-

dent protest-

end of the
week as part
of “Tent State
University,’ a
nation-wide,

student-run

movement to
stop  drastic
budget cuts to

“The fight is not over.
There’s a lot to be done
and the student voice still
needs to get out there.”

HSU CFA student intern

ers.

Rentz said
last week’s Sac-
ramento pro-
test was well
received, and
hopes for re-
sults.

Terra Rentz “The fight is

higher educa-
tion.

Launched in 2003 at Rut-
gers University in New Bruns-
wick, NJ, Tent State participants
camped out on campus by the
hundreds to symbolize the dis-
placement of higher education.

Students and faculty held
classes inside the tents, ranging
from tai chi and knitting to rad-
ical feminism and redefining
corporate power.

This year, Tent State went
national, with coordinated ef-
forts last week at Rutgers, Uni-
versity of Missouri-Kansas City
and Santa Cruz.

Earlier this month, as part of
their weeklong Tent State dem-
onstration, UMKC students
blocked traffic near the school
for half an hour until adminis-
trators agreed to discuss their
demands.

“Ultimately our objective
was to convince state legislature
that students do care about tu-
ition hikes and that we are not
going to sit idly by,” said Tyler
Endsley, political science soph-
omore at UMKC, and Tent State
organizer.

Tent State demands, along
with tuition and fee increase
concerns, included declaring
the entire campus an open fo-
rum, obtaining a living wage for
all university staff and forming
an Election Day holiday to en-
able more students to vote.

Tent State organizers dis-
cussed their demands with ad-
ministrators before proceeding
with the Tent State demonstra-
tion, but found the adminis-
trator’s response insufficient.
“They listened to what we had
to say,” Endsley said in a phone
interview from Missouri. “But
they basically told us ‘thank
you for sharing your concerns,
please go back to class. We felt
they weren't taking our con-
cerns seriously”

Since the protest, adminis-

not over,” she
said. “There’s
a lot to be done and the student
voice still needs to get out there.”

The protest coincided with
the state budget subcommittee
meeting on higher education
regarding student fees, finan-
cial aide and outreach funding.

[CAMPUS]

Rentz, along with other HSU stu-
dents, presented an oversized let-
ter to Gov. Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger last Wednesday, opposing
fee raises and asking that more
funding be allocated to the UC
and CSU systems.

Both Rentz and California
State Student Association Pres-
ident Manolo Platin, who also
attended, said judging from the
Capitol’s response, they hope to
get their wish for more funding,
but the chances of the state pay-
ing for the fee increase is slim.

Students that couldn’t make
it to the Sacramento protest
showed support through walk-
outs and protests at their respec-
tive locations, including CSU
campuses Chico, San Jose, Long
Beach, Sacramento, San Francis-
co and San Diego among others,
including many UC campuses.

Cat Sieh can be reached at
cms72@humboldt.edu
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Unplugged: Cox pulls out of Humboldt

Sayaka Rifu
Managing Editor

Humboldt residents’ cable bills may have a
new company logo, a new price, and the channel
guide might change in the near future.

Cox Communications, Inc. slapped a “for
sale” tag on its Humboldt cable operation as well
as three other divisions and put them on the
market in March. The com-

pand their business base to urban areas.

The Humboldt board of supervisors is ne-
gotiating with Cox to update the franchising
agreements. This includes how much money the
company pays to individual cities to use its re-
sources such as electricity.

However, this agreement might change if the
new company steps up to purchase the cable

service and pushes for renego-

pany issued a press release
sketching out the plan to sell
four cable operations serving
about 900,000 subscribers in
several states, including Cali-

“No one is going to
lose cable service.”

tiation.

Humboldt County Gener-
al Services Director Kim Kerr
said the city nor the county
have any say over which chan-

fornia. Sue Buske nels the new cable company of-
Cable consultant Sue Buske The Buske Group cable consultant fers or what price customers
of The Buske Group said it is will be charged.

common for a cable company to sell its regional
operations to other cable companies.

“Nothing is going to change,” she said. “No-
body is going to lose cable service.”

Cox Communications is the nation’s fourth
largest cable company. Buske said the owners
want to withdraw from the rural areas and ex-

Kerr also said no company stepped up to
purchase the cable service yet.

Eureka City Manager David Tyson said the
quality of the service provided by Cox will not
change, despite the fact that the Humboldt cable
operation is for sale.

see COX, next page
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St. J oseph unvells plans for expansmn

Ray Aspuria
Community Editor

part of) a state mandate, to have
buildings retrofitted by 2008,

Purvis said.

courtesy of St. Joseph Hospital
An artists rendition of what the three-floor master facility at St. Joseph Hospital may look like.

Pepper spray case back in court

Jenny Henrikson
Staff writer

The Pepper Spray Eight are back in
court after a seven-year appeal process
and hope this trial will put an end to law-
enforcement using pepper spray on non-
violent protesters.

The plaintiffs are suing Humboldt
County Sheriff Gary Philip, former Sher-
iff Dennis Lewis, and the City of Eureka
for punitive and compensatory damages
for violation of their Fourth Amendment
right to be free of unreasonable search and
seizure by use of excessive force.

The federal civil rights lawsuit involves

three incidents that occurred in 1997 when
activists engaged in peaceful sit-ins with
their arms locked to one another in met-
al sleeves. County sheriffs’ deputies used
pepper spray in a tactic plaintiffs say was
never before used in the state or country
to coerce them to unlock.

“They opened my eye lids and put Q-
tips with pepper spray on my eyeball. They
swabbed all of us the same way,” said Jen-
nifer Banka Schneider, 36, one of the
plaintiffs who moved to Humboldt from
New York because she is amazed by old
growth trees.

see SPRAY, pg 12

In an effort to meet new seis-
mic building standards, maintain
healthcare standards and meet
the growing healthcare needs of
the North Coast community, St.
Joseph Hospital in Eureka an-
nounced plans Friday for a new
expanded state-of-the-art facility.

“The project is (meant) to
maintain the excellent healthcare
this hospital has provided for 85
years,” said Mike Purvis, CEO of
St. Joseph Hospital and Redwood
Memorial Hospital, during a
press conference at the hospital.

The plan, known as Blueprint
for Healthcare, is scheduled to
begin in 2006. The project is di-
vided into two phases.

Phase one will be the construc-
tion of the new three-story facil-
ity. There is no set date of com-
pletion of the project but hospital
officials estimate the project to be
done in either 2008 or 2009.

Phase two of the project,
scheduled to begin in 2010, will
focus on retrofitting and renovat-
ing older buildings. It is sched-
uled for completion in 2012.

“We are going to meet new
seismic building standards, (as

see HOSPITAL, next page

Veterans to speak at HSU

- Shawn Tulecke-Paulson

Staff writer

Charlie Liteky, a Vietnam War veteran,
went to Baghdad in the spring of 2003 to

. witness and protest U.S. troop invasion.
. Camilo Mejia, a U.S. soldier, was in Bagh-

dad that same month.
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