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Capleton causes
controversy

Reggae musician won'’t play
on campus after protests

of anti-gay lyrics cause
cancellations nationwide.
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Kira Rubenthaler
Manag_iﬂgEditor

HSU students who seek to fill Health Center pre-
scriptions now have to travel off campus and pay
full price— just one of many changes to the Student
Health Center this semester.

The Health Center no longer has an operating
pharmacy, and both health and counseling services
have been reduced. Student health fees may be raised
to compensate for an already strained budget.

A shortage of pharmacists in the area and the be-
low-average salary paid by the California State Uni-
versity system are making it difficult to find a re-
placement for Wayne Wilson, who resigned from his
position as pharmacist over the summer.

“Pharmacists are in very great demand,” said Re-
becca Stauffer, the director of student health and
counseling. “We're searching up and down the West
Coast”

Since the beginning of the semester, the Health
Center has been writing prescriptions for students,
who then have to go to an off-campus pharmacy
and pay full price instead of receiving a student dis-
count.

When the center’s pharmacy was operating, stu-
dents were charged for the cost of the prescription as
well as a small handling fee.

Tara Murfin, a pharmacy technician at Longs
Drugs in Arcata, said business has increased at the
Longs pharmacy, mostly from student prescriptions.
She said normally business at the pharmacy slows
down in the fall.

Stauffer said the Health Center may adopt an in-
terim solution by contracting with a local pharma-
cy so students can begin to pay discount prices for
drugs again. This arrangement would cost the center
more money than an on-site pharmacy.

Stauffer said HSU does not offer a competitive
salary compared to other pharmacies, making it dif-
ficult to find a replacement. The CSU system pays
pharmacists about $15 per hour less than the aver-
age pharmacy.

In addition, she said the new Target in Eureka is
hiring pharmacists.

Stauffer said the Health Center has been writing
prescriptions with the promise of a free prescription

Cerena Johnson

Students eat the cost of Health Center cuts

once the pharmacy is up and running again, but the
center cannot afford to continue to do so.

The Health Center has already been suffering the
effects of budget cuts.

“We've gone about as low as we can go and still
achieve our mandate of providing basic care,” Stauffer
said. “We're going to have to [increase student health
fees] or we're going to have to cut services.”

She said student health fees provide about 80 per-
cent of the center’s budget and the university’s gen-
eral fund provides about 20 percent of the budget.
Stauffer said the center has been told it will continue
to receive less money from the university.

“The general fund in general is not doing very
well,” Stauffer said.

Currently students pay a health fee of $81 per se-
mester, which Stauffer said is a little less than the
cost of one visit. The Health Center received about
16,000 visits last year.

After the budget for next year has been projected,
the Health Center will work with the Student Health
Advisory Committee to develop a proposed health
fee increase, which may be implemented next fall.
Stauffer said she is seeking as much student input
as possible.

The Health Center has also increased or added
fees for certain procedures.

There is now a $15 charge for X-rays to pay for a
radiologist interpretation, a cost that was previously
absorbed by the center.

The fees for athletic, nursing and scuba physicals
have been increased from a partial cost of the exami-
nation to the actual cost.

In addition, staff positions are being cut.

A doctor filling a temporary position last year
was not rehired, and a referral coordinator position
was not filled after the coordinator resigned last year.

This year a laboratory technician will retire and the
position will not be filled.

Stauffer said Counseling Services has taken more
severe cuts than Health Services because counseling
receives all its funding from the general fund and
none from student fees.

She said about five years ago there were five staff
psychologists and now there are two. One of these

See HEALTH HAZARD, pg. 6
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Capleton cancels

Dancehall icon under fire for

homophobic lyrics

Cat Sieh
Campus Editor

AS Presents is re-examining its policies and queer advocates are
asking that future precautions be taken, after a dancehall reggae art-
ist accused of promoting violent homophobia canceled his HSU per-
formance.

Capleton, advertised as “a conscious reggae superstar” by Asso-
ciated Students Presents cancelled at least four Northern California
tour dates including an HSU performance scheduled for Oct. 1, fol-
lowing protests and cancellations nationwide. Capleton’s agent was
unavailable to confirm whether or not cancellations were related to
protests.

AS Presents, a student-run campus music sponsor had called an
emergency meeting Friday afternoon to discuss how the situation
would be handled. Capleton informed the group he had cancelled
just before the meeting.

Along with HSU, Capleton has cancelled shows at California State
Universities in San Fransisco, Chico and Sacramento.

Capleton’s songs contain explicit lyrics such as “Bun di chi chi”
(“burn the queer” in Jamaican dialect). Other Capleton lyrics include
“And mi seh bun boogaman! Bun lesbian!” (“And me say burn gay
man! Burn lesbian!™) and “Yuh nuh want nuh gal, yuh head a roll don
di street” (You no want no gal—your head roll down the street).

Women’s Studies Program Leader Kim Berry said she was con-
cerned when she became aware of the lyrics, which she classified as
“hate speech.”

“Hate speech is not something we want student funds to be pro-
moting,” she said. “Some of the rage in [reggae/dancehall music] is
part of a critique on imperialism that can be very empowering—
some of the lyrics are destructive homophobia.”

Queer HSU students Brooke Rahn, an anthropology senior and
Kara Randolph, a women’s studies senior, had vowed to protest the
performance before it was announced Friday that the show was can-
celled. Both Randolph and Rahn represent Network of Resistance,
an HSU club promoting student activism, and are members the Elec-
tronic Legion of Feminist Sound (ELFS), a local DJ network that
works to raise awareness of political and social issues.

Rahn and Randolph said students and community members en-
countered difficulty when first approaching AS
Presents with their
complaints, but were
pleased that the group
eventually took action
to try to resolve the issue.
“When we confronted [AS
Presents] about these lyrics,
.their initial stance was unapolo-
getic and mainly concerned with
the financial loss if the concert was
cancelled,” read a statement posted on
“Sy the ELFS Web site. “We were shocked
that AS presents was more concerned

with money then the safety of queer
students at HSU”

After speaking at a regular AS
meeting Monday, Rahn said, “We
are very pleased with the quick
action of AS and AS Presents to

resolve the Capleton issue. We
are disappointed in the lack of
communication on behalf of
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Affordable Care
Close To Home

Dr. Mark Henry
Dr. Martha Henry
Chiropractors

For serious pain relief call

Humboldt Back & Neck

Pain Center, You'll get '
individual care and professional oxponln

from the moment you enter the door.

We provide both traditional and low force
Activator chiropractic techniques.

Most linsurance is accepted Student
discounts and payment plans are avallable

Humboldt Back &
Neck Pain Center

1781 Central Ave, McKinleyville, CA
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Campus apts. to be demolished

Tara Apperson
Copy Chief

The Campus Apartments may
be demolished in as little as three
years according to HSU's master
plan.

Bob Schulz, the administrator
responsible for the plan said the
apartments would become the
“Educational Services Building.”

Schulz, the director of facili-
ties management on campus said
the acquisition of the property in-
volves receiving funding from the
state, which he is confident the
university will obtain.

Carl Coffey, the vice president
of administrative affairs, con-
firmed that HSU intends to own
the land in the future. “We have
an agreement option to buy those
apartments (from the property
owner),” Coffey said, “hopefully
within the next five or six years”

Schulz said the buildings
might be demolished in as little
as two to three years as long as
funding is received from the state.
The university has asked for $6
million to purchase the Campus

Prevenhve and Restorative Care
Nitrous Oxide Available

Apartments, as well as the small
apartment building located on Li-
brary Circle. The money would
allow for both structures to be
torn down, and new structures to
be built in their places.

Steven Strombeck, owner of
Strombeck Properties, purchased
the apartments in July from for-
mer owner and Orange County
resident Brenda Walsh.

The apartments are unusually
located on an island of privately
owned land surrounded by state-
owned campus land located on
Laurel Drive. Strombeck was not
available to comment regarding
any connection between campus
apartments and the university
master plan.

Benjamin Aradant, the former
on-site manager under the pre-
vious owners, said the university
did not buy it when it was up for
sale recently because they did not
have the funding yet.

Because former owner Walsh
lived in Southern California, Pro-
fessional Properties Management
of Eureka supervised the Campus
Apartments. Aradant was the on-
site manager, and occupied one of
the apartments. When the prop-
erty was sold, Strombeck hired
Aradant, but said he was forced to
fire Aradant due to a shortage of
work, and staff senority.

Aradant is still living in the
apartments, and is currently look-
ing for new housing and employ-
ment.

Strombeck said under previ-
ous management “maintenance
was not taken care of”

Strombeck said he had plans
to renovate the apartments to “a
standard we set that we think is
a little higher than the old own-
ers had”

Aradant said he expected the
university to tear down the ex-
isting structure because he didn't
think the university would want
to renovate them, as they “do not
meet [more strict] state codes,’
Privately owned properties do not
need to meet the handicapped
accessibility codes as the state
Aradant said.

State code says all buildings,
sidewalks, curbs and related fa-
cilities constructed in California
by the use of state, county or mu-
nicipal funds have to be accessible
to and useable by individuals with
disabilities.

Schulz said the apartments
are in the middle of the academ-
ic center of campus, and having a
place for residence here did not
fit in with the goals of the master
plan.

Strombeck, a Humboldt Coun-
ty local and involved communi-
ty member also owns the Mead-
owbrook Apartments on Samoa
Blvd, and Woodridge Apart-
ments on Alliance Rd. In June of
2002, Strombeck was cited for a
lead paint violation according to
the office of the Attorney General
Web site.

Strombeck said, “That’s a done
deal, I don'’t think I need to dive
into that” The office of the At-
torney General was unable to be
reached for comment.

The final draft of HSU’s Master
Plan was presented in May of this
year, and can be viewed at www.
humboldt.edu/~mastplan. It is
a long-term set of goals the Uni-
versity has set for its self to com-
plete within the next 30-40 years,
but the acquisition of the campus
apartments is a priority.

Tara Apperson can be reached
at tmapp2@hotmail.com
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Bomb scare shakes up HSU

Buildings evacuated, quad closed for
police investigation, bomb dog used

Ray Aspuria
Staff writer

An empty UC quad, police of-
ficers and yellow police tape on a
Tuesday afternoon is out of the
ordinary—but a pair of bomb
threats isn't exactly everyday ei-

‘ ther.

According to Steven Butler,
vice president of student affairs,
two phone calls, one made to
UPD and another to an uniden-
tified administrator’s office, trig-
gered a chain reaction that lead to
the closure of the quad and evac-
uation of some nearby buildings
for approximately 20 minutes, be-
ginning at about 12:30 p.m.

“The first threat was vague and
did not indicate the location or
time,” Butler said. He said inves-
tigations began as soon as the first
call was received.

The second threat was more
detailed, Butler said. The uniden-
tified caller indicated a bomb
would explode on the quad at a
specific time.

Butler did not specify what
time the caller designated, but
noted that the specified time had
passed by the time officers had
closed off the quad.

Butler added officers were in-
vestigating a pail or bucket in an
unspecified location on the quad.
He said officers were investigating
the origin of the call, and had pos-
sibly fingerprinted the area where
the all had originated.

“Our job is to make sure [stu-
dents] are safe,” Butler said.

Students and faculty were
evacuated from parts of Nelson
Hall and Siemens Hall; however
the Depot, the Bookstore, and the
parts of Nelson and Siemens Hall

closest to the quad were not.

Butler said HSU follows an
Emergency Response Procedure
in which school officials assess
the validity of the call, taking into
consideration time, place, justifi-
cation and the possible device to
be used.

No suspects were identified
or apprehended as of press time,
Tuesday.

Butler also noted that the
threats were taken seriously, but
would not disrupt student’s edu-
cational process.

“It's not a way to get out of
class or an exam,” Butler said. “It's
very serious. It’s life threatening
and it’s illegal”

A Trinidad explosives dog was
used to investigate buildings sur-
rounding the quad.

Ray Aspuria can be reached at
acoustic.blues@verizon.net
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francaise
a Arcata

En petits groupes ou en classes
individuelles, tous niveaux.

Special group session Oct 5-28:

eginner: Wed 6:00 -8:00 p.m.
ntermediate: Thurs 6:00- 7:30 p.m.
Advance: Mon 6:00- 7:30 p.m.

Introduction & Registration Mon Oct 4
6:30-7:30 p.m.

Tel: 822-0528
Professeur natif-Paris, France
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CANCELED: Singer faces homophobia controversy

Continued from pg. 3

AS Presents during the [initial concern] and hoped
that they would have taken a ‘non-tolerance of ho-
mophobia’ stance sooner to avoid further conflict”
Rahn said she received apologies and positive feed-
back from AS members after the meeting.

Political science ju-

to San Francisco gay rights activists who had strong-
ly protested.

“I do not advocate violence or abuse against any-
one, nor do I support prejudice, bigotry or discrimi-
nation,” Capleton said in the statement.

“It bothers me

nior Randy Mishler,
AS Presents student

“Speech canbe a powerful agent. Spet;i

deeply to hear that
some of my past lyrics,

representative, said the which is not sanctioned by our constitu- which I no longer per-
committee will con- tion is not something that we should al- form in concert, have

sider making revisions
to its policies and con-
tracts regarding musi-
cians. One suggestion
made during Friday's

low on campus.”

been interpreted as of-
fensive to gay and les-
bian communities,’ the

Rollin Richmond statement continued.

HSU President San Francisco me-

meeting was a clause

within a musician’s contract that would contend: if
the artist were to promote sexism, racism homopho-
bia etc. at any time, HSU could cancel the show
without incident.

Mishler was concerned that even with such pro-
tection, artists might still be able to take legal action
against the university, claiming freedom of speech
rights.

President Rollin Richmond said he was unaware
of any conflict surrounding the issue Friday, but
said, “Speech can be a powerful agent. Speech which
is not sanctioned by our constitution is not some-
thing we should allow on this campus.”

Vice President of Student Affairs Steven Butler
said the administration is most concerned with the
level of safety and civility on campus.

“We certainly don’t want to promote anyone dis-
criminatory or prejudice,” Butler said. “On the other
hand, we don’t determine content” Butler had not
viewed Capleton’s lyrics.

After San Francisco human rights organization
Global Exchange removed Capleton from “Reggae
in the Park” the artist issued an apology statement

dia reported gay lead-
ers did not accept the apology, saying it was ineffi-
cient, and too late.

In January, Capleton sang songs almost exclu-
sively about gay men at the Rebel Salute concert to
a crowd of 30,000 in St. Elizabeth, Jamaica, accord-
ing to media reports. Capleton also headlined Reg-
gae on the River in August but did not sing songs
involving gays.

Other reggae/dancehall musicians such as Beenie
Man, Bounty Killer, Elephant Man, Buju Banton,
Sizzla, T.O.K. & Vybz Kartel have come under fire
for similar lyrics.

Artists Cocoa Tea, Rocker-T and Jah Yzer were
also scheduled to perform with Capleton.

AS Presents Adviser and Center Arts Coordina-
tor Michael Moore Jr. said 49 tickets had been sold
for the performance, 24 of which HSU students pur-
chased. He noted that the majority of tickets for AS
Presents events are usually sold within the week pri-
or to the event.

Cat Sieh can be reached at
cms72@humbolidt.edu
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One day of car-free bliss

Rory Williams
Community Editor

A parade of 34 drum-beating students and fac-
ulty danced their way from the quad to the emp-
ty staff parking lot last Wednesday, where music,
food and car stuffing were waiting to celebrate Ar-
cata’s second annual Car-Free Day.

A pack of cyclists kicked the day off with the
Tour d’Arcata, and HSU’s Alternative Transporta-
tion Club broke a Guinness world record, cram-
ming 20 students into a Volkswagen Beetle.

Beginning art classes created chalk drawings
on a closed-off portion of B Street and students
manned clipboards with petitions calling for the
permanent closure of B Street to auto traffic. Many
school parking lots were closed as well—all in the
name of air pollution awareness.

Renee Stork, president of the Alternative Trans-
portation Club, said attendance at the festival tri-
pled since last year—HSU was back to its car-
packed routine the next day.

University Police Sergeant Mary Dezern was
on duty during the event and the days after, di-
recting traffic and responding to calls.

“The unfortunate reality [of Car-Free Day] is
that the long-term effects are minimal,” Dezern
said.

Dezern said the event had a good turnout and
there was ample parking for those who did drive

to school, but the next day was the same as usual.

Dezern recommends alternative forms of
transportation as opposed to hunting for a park-
ing space in the morning.

“If you ride a bike—do it,” Dezern said. “It
would make your day less stressful”

HSU forestry major Victor Shen, an avid cy-
clist and volunteer at the Bicycle Learning Cen-
ter on campus, said that alternative transportation
should be a routine rather than a one-day effort.

“You have to change if you are going to do this,”
Shen said. “The benefits of riding a bike [like] ex-
ercise and cost, far outweigh the benefits of hav-
ing a car,” said Shen, who also participated in Tour
d’Arcata.

“Challenge people to a Car-Free Week,” Shen
said.

Stork said this year’s Car-Free Day succeed-
ed in heightening awareness and that a Car-Free
Week may happen “much further down the line”
as awareness of automobile pollution increases.

“[Automobile pollution] is a tough issue,” Stork
said. “It’s hard in this fast paced world for people
to take an educated look at transportation.

“There are people between a rock and a hard
place [regarding transportation] and we try to
reach out to them,” said Stork

Rory Williams can be reached at
rbillius@yahoo.com

Shyama Kuver
Above, members of the Asian Pacific American Student Association (APASA)
participate in stuffing 20 people into a VW beetle. Participants broke the current car-
stuffing world record.
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HEALTH HAZARD: Students pay for cuts

Continued from pg. 3

positions has been vacant since
last October, but Dr. Laura Wil-
liams will fill it on Oct. 1. Coun-
seling services also has two post-
doctoral interns, and a psychiatrist
comes to the center 4 hours per
week to see referral students.

“There aren’t enough psychia-
trists in this community to refer
people to,” Stauffer said.

She said counseling services

FRSNL it evivERy

see about 850 students each year.

Health services is also without
a health educator, as Bryce Ky-
burz resigned from that position
over the summer to move to Col-
orado.

Stauffer said the housing de-
partment has suffered from Ky-
burz’s absence the most, as he put
on programs dealing with sexual
assault, drugs and alcohol for stu-

dents in the residence halls.

Stauffer said there are many
applicants for this position, and it
will be filled next month.

Kira Rubenthaler can be
reached at
krri1@humboldt.edu

=




o e — A r—

o

WWW.THEJACK.ORG

M-!—l REnaen ot TR, o w‘ -'“ -—

Courtesy of www.my-autographs.htm

Send in your spring HSU diploma with three proofs of
purchase, and receive Arnold’s John Hancock. Yup, the
pen is mightier than the sword.

Now! Exchange Gov. Davis’
diploma signature for Arnie’s!

Nick Tellin
Staff writer

Now HSU graduates can get
Arnold Schwarzenegger’s auto-
graph—for free.

More than 95 percent of Hum-
boldt State diplomas handed out
last semester bared the name of
recalled Gov. Gray Davis, not
newly elected Arnold Schwar-
zenegger.

Recent HSU graduates who
wish to have their diplomas ex-
changed free of charge may send
their original diploma to the reg-
istrar’s office for a Schwarzeneg-
ger-signed replacement.

Native American studies grad-
uate Lorraine Taggart requested a
replacement earlier this year.

“It was a matter of accuracy,’
Taggart said. “Gray Davis is not
our governor.

A recall election removed
Davis from office in Oct. 2003.
Schwarzenegger officially took of-
fice in November.

University Registrar Linda
Phillips said in an e-mail to Tag-
gart that HSU decided to use the
diplomas partly because the elec-
tion happened shortly before the
spring 2004 semester ended.

Phillips also said it would not
have been economical to throw
away thousand’s of dollars worth
of diplomas. More than 1,500 di-
plomas were awarded last semes-
ter.

HSU had a difficult time trying
to obtain the governor’s signature
“due to government bureaucra-
cy slowness,” Phillips said, noting
budget cuts were also a factor.

HSU is in the process of order-
ing diploma paper with only the
university seal and using digitized
signatures to increase the efficien-
cy of printing diplomas on cam-

pus.

Nick Tellin can be reached at
nat11@humboldt.edu
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Need e;perience? Time off?
Planning for summer?

Consider an Internship:

www.humboldt.edu/~ career> > MonsterTRAK > >Jobs & Internships > >
enter tracking # or browse options... :

Career Corner

anr-round openings

Starting in Summer | Various Advocate Interns
| Infact--grassroots org. ;

' (Boston, MA)
i MonsterTRAK# 102482895

Starting in January Horticulture Intern

Environmental Interp. | | ::::a:acr:a;a
n rden

Winter Interns ¥

.| | (Santa Barbara, CA " . . .
NPS-ROC'(Y Mountain L (N10nSlCTTRAK# l024)()3358 f ! ENVIronmentaI POIICY |nterns |
National Park Fo

|
el f Ntl. Council for Science &
(Estes Park, CO) |
|
l

| Basecamp Interns
Deer Hill Expeditions

. (Mancos, CO)
. MonstchRAK# 102487181

the Environment
MonsterTRAK# 102458040

~ - }

{

|
(Washington D.C.) f
MonsterTRAK# 102482900 !

i ———————————

Naturalist Interns
NPS-Grand Teton
National Park

(Moose, WY)
NlonsluTRAK# | ()247‘)794

S |

Visit the HSU Career Center
Questions? 826-3341

Located in Nelson Hall West, Rm.130
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m:quotch ptctentt 21 & over

{14.T17]

$15.00

Available in
Rdvance at:
the WORKS (eur/arc)
the METRO (arc)
the VENUE (mck)
or at Door
Time of Show
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Flower farm accused of poor ethics

et on the Plaza

Protestors picket during Farmers’ Mark

B

Sarah Lewers

Marianne Bithell, 40, is concerned about pesticide drift in the Arcata Bottoms.

Jurors deadlocked by a 6-2 vote i

Rory Williams =
Community Editor o

the legality of Humboldt County officials swabbing pepper spray in
the eyes of non-violent protestors.

Judge Susan Iliston declared a mistrial after the jury voted 6-2 in
favor of the protestors at the Federal Courthouse in San Francisco.

Find the complete Nick

. The plaintiffs were willing to settle if Humboldt County officials
Bravo article at stopped the use of pepper spray on non-violent protestors, but the
www,thejack,org County declined and said that pepper spray was an integral part of

its regiment.

Sheriffs deputies used pepper spray in 1997 to persuade protestors
to dislodge themselves from the metal sleeves they were wearing at
sit-ins which protested logging of the Headwaters Forest.

Sit-ins held at Pacific Lumber’s office, Republican Congressman
Frank Riggs’ office and at the logging site all ended with Sheriffs dep- |
uties—accompanied by Eureka Police—dragging Q-tips drenched in
pepper spray across corners of protestors’ eyes.

The protestors took Humboldt County to court in 1998 only to
have jurors deadlocked with a 4-4 decision leading the judge to dis-
miss the case.

Coverage of the Arcata
City Council race 2004
continues next week.

Jurors were “hopelessly deadlocked” last week deliberating over “

%

Sarah Lewers
Staff writer

Controversy is in full bloom at
the Arcata Farmers’ Market. Since
the market opened in spring, ac-
tivists have gathered every Satur-
day to picket the Sun Valley Flo-
ral Farms flower booth. They are
protesting SVFF’s labor and farm-
ing practices.

“They’re Humboldt County’s
own unethical, corporate, toxic
big business,” said protestor Kim
Starr of Arcata.

Starr said she has tracked the
expansion of SVFF in the Ar-
cata bottoms over the past 12
years. She first became concerned
about Sun Valley’s practices after
a friend told her of pesticide re-

“The booth seems to have got-
ten smaller,” she said.

Another activist, Marianne
Bithell, 40, of Arcata, is con-
cerned that pesticide drift in the
areas surrounding SVFF is not
being addressed.

“My interest would be to see
(SVFF) make a change,’ said
Bithell.

The activists were handing out
pampbhlets titled “What's the Sto-
ry on Sun Valley Floral Farms?”
and “What About Poisons and
Sun Valley Floral Farms?” in ad-
dition to picketing the SVFF
booth. The pampbhlets alleged la-
bor violations and pesticide mis-
use by Sun Valley. The pamphlets
specifically mentioned the use of

entry interval viola-

tions he had witnessed “Their business is built largely
while applying for 2 on the backs of immigrant work-

job there. The friend
was not available for
contact.

“Their business is
built largely on the

ers and toxins.”

Kim Starr

Protestor

backs of immigrant
workers and toxins,” said Starr.
She also said that SVFF harms
Humboldt’s small business com-
munity by undercutting the pric-
es of local growers.

Starr said that the communi-
ty’s response to the protest has
been positive.

i b TERERRE

methyl bromide, a gaseous fu-
migant used to treat soil before
planting crops. Methyl bromide,
sometimes called bromomethane,
is highly toxic and strictly regulat-
ed by the California Department

see SVFF, pg. 12

Pepper Spray case ends in mistrial

n favor of the activists

Courtroom graphic courtesy of K. Rudin

and nopepperspray.org
Footage of non-violent protestors being swabbed with
pepper spray by Humboldt County Sheriffs deputies was
originally recorded by Eureka Police. The plaintiffs have
see DEADLOCK, pg. 11 since used the film as evidence in their case.
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Eureka hospital

nominated for

excellence

Directors at St. Joseph
passionate about patients

Tyson Ritter
Staff writer

Every day we find that in most
cases size doesn’t matter. St. Jo-
seph Hospital in Eureka is anoth-
er excellent example.

St. Joseph Hospital has been
honored with four nominations
for a prestigious award honor-
ing excellence in health care. Of
those four, Lisa Shirk, Rehabilita-

in the community, personal com-
mitment, enthusiasm and passion
toward work, services, financial
and budgetary performance of the
program, goal setting and medi-
cal staff relations, just to name a
few.

“When 1 think that out of all
rehab programs in the country, St.
Joseph Hospital’s is being recog-
nized in two top categories, [ can’t

tion Program Di-
rector, and Thom-
as Krenal, M.D.
Medical Director,
have emerged as
finalists.

“It’s really an
honor to be nom
inated,” said Kre-
nal. “Then o be
come finalists
demonstrates our
measure of team-
work and our rela-
tionship and com-
mitment to the
community we

help but get ex-
cited and proud
of the overall
program and the
work we're do-
ing,” said Kre-
nal.

Credited to
helping achieve
this nomina
tion’s are the
passionate work
ers at St. Joseph
Hospital.

“The  staft
here really cares
about the pa-

Tyson Ritter

serve.” Rehabilitation Program tients’ envi-

The award is Director Lisa Shirk is

ronment,” said

provided by Hori- Mominated for excellence. Shirk. “There’s

zon Health, a na-

tonwide management company
that manages hospitals, rehabili-
tation facilities, and mental health
facilities. Horizon Health has
awarded St. Josephs Hospital in
the past for program director of
the year, outstanding customer
service, and rehab program of the
year, which is nominated again
this year. Horizon has managed
rehabilitation facility that both
Shirk, and Krenal work for since
1987.

“When a person comes o re-
hab, something devastating has
happened to that,” said Shirk.
“In order for us to know wheth-
er we're meeting their goals we
measure everything.” That infor-
mation, along with patient input
is recorded by every rehab facil-
ity and is compared nationwide.
One of the reasons St Joseph hos-
pitals rehab unit is nominated is
because they have better func-
tional output.

In addition to program statis-
tics, committee members at Ho-
rizon Health look for leadership

a shared sense
of responsibility. I don’t just de-
cide what to do—the staff pro-
vides a lot of input.”

Other qualities that make St.
Joseph Hospital unique is that at
any given time there are more
than 200 volunteers, includ-
ing many patients from the re-
hab unit, who return to visit and
help out. Families are welcome to
be there at all times, even if that
means pets, provided they’re well
behaved. There are many differ-
ent therapies including music,
painting, photography, or simply
whatever makes the patient.

The winners of the national fi-
nalists will be announced at the
annual awards dinner in Dallas
on Oct. 2, 2004.

“We in our little isolated set-
ting, we measure up, and we
compare favorably to other to
other rehab units in the country,”
said Shirk. “So what we're doing
is just as good if not better then
the rest of the nation.”

Tyson Ritter can be reached at
tcr7@humboldt.edu
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HSU and library combine
forces to teach deaf children

o

Nicholas Petros
Staff writer

Once a month two student
groups from Humboldt State Uni-
versity’s American Sign Language
II class read a story through sign
at the Eureka Library. They teach
young children signs for animals,
the alphabet or colors. After they
finnish the book, they set out a
craft project that goes along with
the theme of the story.

Tyler Pierce, Danny Moito-
so, and Amanda Green presented
“Brown Bear, Brown Bear what
do you see” Their craft project
was a brown-paper-bag puppet of
a brown bear that children could
color. The second group, Karen
Santos, Ellen Gardner and Mary
Corcoran signed out “The Three
Little Pigs” and had little pink
pigs for children to decorate as
they wanted.

“It's a lot different than oth-
er school projects,” Tyler Pierce
said.

Erin Poma, a teaching assis-
tant, participated last spring when
the project first started.

“It helps the community by ex-

DEADLOCK:
Plaintiffs wait for

round 3
Continued from pg. 8

The retrial, “Lundberg et al. vs.
County of Humboldt et al.” was
granted to the protestors by the
U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals
after waiting for nearly six years.

Now the plaintiffs are awaiting
the next trial, hopeful that it will
not end up similar to the last two.

“Civil rights in this country
today are an endangered species
just like the ancient redwoods we
aim to protect,” Spring Lundberg,
24, a plaintiff and namesake of the
trial, said in a press release.

“This jury came back 6-2 in
our favor this time. Next time we
will win”

Rory Williams can be reached at
rbillius@yahoo.com

ALWAYS

WEAR A LIFE JACKET

The class has the
learning service as-
pect in it so students
can go out into the
community  and
use what they have
been learning in
class. Every semes-
ter the ASL II class
has this assignment
as a requirement.
Last spring a grant
was received to help
pay for some of the
start-up costs to get
this project up and
running. A lot of the
money went to vid-
eos for the library
and some went to
the cost of supplies
for the crafts.

“It's very reward-
ing to see a smile on

Danny Moitoso reads “Brown Bear, Brown Bear what do you see,” :n c:::: :ait:“' i
while Amanda Green presents the story in sign language. Tyler & o : B
Pierce is lending his support. JoAnn auer,

who works in the
posing people to sign language Vonnie Pfingston who teach- children’s section of the library,
and hopefully sparking interestin es the ASL II class said, “It’s real-  3id, “The children really enjoy
the deaf community and deaf cul- ly nice to see the library and the the stories and what is going on””

ture,” Poma said. school come together like this” This is the only service learn-

Nicholas Petros

THE

CLOTHING
DOCK

1109 11th Street, Arcata
822-8288

YOUR PORT OF
CALL FOR VINTAGE

ing project that is currently going
on at the Eureka Library. There
are a couple of different themed

“It’s very rewarding to
see a smile on a child’s
face.”

Vonnie Pfingston
Professor at HSU

story times at the library includ-
ing bilingual, where stories are
told in multiple languages. There
are also stories that are geared to
ages nine months to three years.

“We would love to have more
people from the deaf community
turn out,” Bauer said.

Oct. 23 will be the next signed
story time at 1:30 p.m. in the Eu-
reka Library. The stories that will
be signed will be The Very Hun-
gry Caterpillar, Rainbow Fish,

_and Where the Wild Things Are.

Nicholas Petros can be reached
at
irish_combustion@yahoo.com
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"SVFF: CEO says allegations are false

Continued from pg. 8
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of Pesticide Regulation. Most im-
porting and production of methyl
bromide must end in the U.S. by
January 1, 2005, under the Feder-
al Clean Air Act.

“Sun Valley hasn’t used methyl
bromide in four or five years,” said
Paul Holzberger, senior inspector
for the Humboldt County Agri-
cultural Commissioner’s Office,
“And they have had no violations
in recent history”

Holzberger said there had
been very few complaints of any
kind of pesticide drift from SVFF.
He did acknowledge that the Ag-
ricultural Commissioner’s office
had received a complaint a cou-
ple of weeks ago regarding possi-
ble pesticide drift from Sun Val-
ley. Holzberger said the airborne
substance was lime, the same type
used to line baseball fields. Lime
is used in agriculture as a soil ad-
ditive to lower acidity and to add
nutrients that contain magne-
sium and calcium. He said SVFF
was working with the Agricultur-
al Commissioner’s office to rectify
the situation.

Holzberger said he couldn't
believe the allegations of labor vi-
olations made in the pamphlets
distributed by the protestors.

Pesticides: Get
the drift

Pesticide drift occurs
when wind causes
chemicals, applied
with a sprayer, to
drift away from the
intended targets.

It can travel varying
distances dependent
upon wind

speed, chemical
concentration levels
and air mosture
levels.

“Sun Valley has a very effec-
tive worker protection program,’

he said, "AnEne with the slﬂtest DeVries said he believes in

not true,’ said DeVries. “Honestly,
it hurts me”

“These allegations are just plain not true...honestly,

it hurts me.”

Leendert “Lane” De Vries

President and CEO of The Sun Valley Group

injury or rash is taken right over
to Mad River Hospital”

If the admitting physician or
nurse practitioner suspects that
an ailment may be due to pesti-
cide exposure they are required
by law to submit an illness report.
Holzberger is responsible for in-
vestigating such reports. He stat-
ed that everyone working with
pesticides was specifically trained
and that Sun Valley correctly ob-
served the recommended re-en-
try intervals for pesticide appli-
cations, sometimes extending the
intervals on their own.

Leendert “Lane” DeVries, pres-
ident and CEO of The Sun Valley
Group, said the protestors are try-
ing to seat fear in some form or
shape in the community and that
the activists’ claims were “sensa-
tionalist.”

“These allegations are just plain

building a business on solid prin-
ciples and treating the employ-
ees, which he referred to as “team
members,” with respect. He con-
firms that Sun Valley quit using
methyl bromide six years ago and
doesn’t understand the activists’
claims that he is forcing smaller
growers out of business. DeVries
said he had a meeting with other
local growers some time ago and
agreed to stop producing certain
varieties of flowers to allow oth-
er businesses to survive. DeVries
said he has paid little attention
to the protest, but the activists
were “tenacious” and that busi-
ness at the Farmer’s Market booth
is down.
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