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New State Movements, 1900-2013

he separatist vision espoused by some

State of Jefferson supporters is in no
way a unique idea. Almost as long as there
has been a United States there have been
people who, feeling alienated from their host
state governments, have sought to break
away into smaller, more self-regulating
political territories. In fact, the current State
of Jefferson movement in northern California
and southern Oregon is not even the first
proposed “Jefferson” in the nation’s history.
A region that would later become Colorado
as well as parts of Utah, Wyoming, and
Nebraska was proposed as the Jefferson
Territory as early as the 1850s. An area of
Texas was also proposed as the State of
Jefferson as early as the 1870s. These
Jeffersons are by no means the only regions

South Florida

of the US that have sought to separate and
form new states. A slew of regions have
proposed secession from their state, territory,
and national governments, including regions
that have sought to secede so they could join
other states, territories, or countries. This map
displays new state movements, regions of
existing states that have sought to become
their own states, that have occurred in the US
since 1900. Only regions for which adequate
temporal and spatial data could be identified
were included in this cartographic
visualization. Names and data on the depicted
movements were obtained from open-source
websites.
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1980: South Jersey

1941: Jefferson South NJ

Del Norte, Siskiyou,
Modoc, Lassen Co.,
CA; Curry Co., OR

1907: Lincoln
East WA, Northeast
OR, ID panhandle

1925: Chicago
Cook Co., IL

1933: Texlahoma
TX panhandile,
OK panhandle

1935: Huerfano
Huerfano Co., CO

1939: Absaroka
* Northwest WY,

Southeast MY, West SD

1961: McDonald

1984: New Shoreham
New Shoreham, Block
Island, RI

1995: Jefferson
North CA, South OR

1998: Delmarva
Delmarva Peninsula (parts
of DE, MD, VA)

2003/04: NY City
Southeast NY

2005: New Connecticut
Northeast OH

2005: Aroostook

- Territ Aroostook Co., ME
or .
Mchm(}:f Co., MO 2006/08: NY City
j Southeast NY
&&= 1962: Superior 2008: Long Island

y

Upper Peninsula, Ml

1967: Winneconne
Winneconne Village, W1

1969: NY City
Southeast NY

1972: Forgotonia
West IL

1977: Unnamed
Duke, Nantucket
Co., MA
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Suffolk, Nassau Co., NY
2008: South Florida
South FL

2009: Frederick
Frederick Co., MD
2008: South Utah
South UT

2011: Coastal California
Central coastline counties, CA
2011: Southern California
South CA

2011: Chicago

Cook Co., IL

2011: Baja Arizona

Pima Co., AZ

2013: Northern Colorado
Northeast CO

2013: Jefferson
North CA, South OR
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