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HSU sails into uncharted waters

Humboldt State faces enrollment drop, budget cuts and academic department reorganizations
hy James Wilde

SEE HSU W PAGE 3
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Junior criminology and justice major Samantha Bosch poses for a photo wearing

?%; & B

her mask on the steps of Founders Hall April 20, 2020.
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First-year students frustrated with their education
HSU freshmen got the short end of the stick after facing blackouts and the COVID-19 pandemic

by Sarah Blunt

Humboldt State students
have experienced a crazy
school year. From blackouts in
October and COVID-19 ending
face-to-face classes, it’s been
quite the ride for everyone. For
freshmen, this was their first
experience with college.

Freshmen learn to live on
their own, make new experi-
ences and acclimate to their
new surroundings. For the
freshmen that entered in fall
2019, it’s been a different sto-
ry.
Mikayla Diaz, an environ-
mental science management
major from Torrance, Califor-
nia, struggled with scheduling
her first semester during the
blackouts.

“It was just really unexpect-
ed,” Diaz said. “Starting col-
lege, people will tell you how
to stay organized and to keep
a weekly planner and stuff like
that, so everything I heard just
kind of went out the window.
Like, I wanted to keep a weekly
planner but how do Iif I don’t
even know if I'm having class?
It was difficult to make my way
and get the bare minimum
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done.”

HSU has a prominent sci-
ence program, and with that
comes a lot of lab classes.
Megan Bach, a wildlife man-
agement major from Boul-
der, Colorado, admitted that
the blackouts affected her lab
class.

“Because of both blackouts
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I missed two labs,” Bach said,
“which I was super bummed
about because we didn’t get to
do certain activities. Same with
the coronavirus too though.”
COVID-19 has affected stu-
dents throughout the world
by pushing classes that are
normally face-to-face online.
Classes are conducted from
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home and teachers have been
forced to cut assignments that
can’t be done from home or
without certain equipment.
Bach is concerned about the
lack of hands-on learning, spe-
cifically for her chemistry lab.
“The teachers are doing a
great job. I'm still getting all
the information,” Bach said.
“It’s just rough because it’s
hard, especially from home. I
hate online classes. It makes
everything harder. I'm a very
hands-on learner and I can’t
even imagine how they’re gon-
na do my chemistry lab.”
Although classes are chang-
ing to accommodate online
learning, students are missing
out most on science classes.
“Teachers are cutting out a
lot of work,” Diaz said. “Keep-
ing in contact with my teach-
ers has been helpful, but it is
difficult to do the Zoom thing
with my teachers. It’s kind of
awkward. For classes—espe-
cially lab classes—I need to go
to the Arcata Marsh or some-
thing and I can’t go and do that
because I'm in SoCal. It’s just
kind of disappointing.”

SEE FIRST B PAGE 4
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IRA budget

expected
to take
substantial hit

Associated Students
anticipates nearly 20%
cut to Instructionally
Related Activities
Committee budget

by Dakota Cox

Associated Students pre-
pare for massive budget cuts

Associated Students is an-
ticipating a nearly 20% cut to
the Instructionally Related Ac-
tivities Committee budget.

As of April 7, the IRA Com-
mittee budget for the 2020-
2021 academic year is pre-
dicted to be about $375,000,
compared with around
$520,000 approved for the
2019-2020 budget. This ac-
counts for an anticipated loss
of around $27,000 due to
COVID-19.

As a condition of enrollment
at Humboldt State Universi-
ty, each full-time student pays
about $3,900 in student fees,
around $2,900 of which is tui-
tion. The remaining amount of
about $1,000 is split between
six student fees, including a
$337 contribution the IRA.

From that $337 paid by
each student, the IRA budget
is divided into about $260
for athletics, $8 for the Hum-
boldt Energy Independence
Fund, about $17 for the Jack
Pass and about $19 for the IRA
Committee. Made up entirely
of Associated Students board
members, the IRA Committee
votes on the allocation of their
budget among instructionally
related activities.

SEE BUDGET B PAGE 3
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Pasta, the go to, easy-to-do meal but with avocado

by Skylar Gaven

Pasta is the go-to meal when
nothing else sounds good. I'm
sure many of you have eaten
pasta during quarantine—it’s
just so convenient. However,
it’s nice to finally switch it up
a bit after having the same ol’
spaghetti for days on end. A
sauce I discovered a while back
is an avocado-based sauce. At
first I was a bit skeptical, but
then I thought “I'love avocados
and I love pasta, it shouldn’t
be that bad.” After looking
through and trying out a few
recipes online, I got the hang
of it and decided to just do it
on my own. With a few modi-
fications, I have a great recipe
for you to try. It’s simple, fast
and delicious.

Ingredients:

2 ripe avocados

1 whole yellow onion

3 cloves garlic

2 teaspoons of lemon juice

1/4 cup of olive oil

1/2 a box of penne rigate or
regular spaghetti (more or less
depending on how hungry you
are)

Seasonings:

Salt

Pepper

Oregano

Basil leaves

Cayenne pepper

Photos by Skylar Gaven

Directions:

1. Dice the onion along with
three cloves of garlic.

2. Grab a medium sized pan,
coat it with a tiny amount of ol-
ive oil and turn on the burner.
Once the pan is hot, add in the
diced onion and garlic. Cook
until the onion is caramelized.
Once caramelized, turn the
heat off.

3. Grab a blender. Slice and
open the 2 avocados. Scoop the
avocados in the blender, then
transfer the cooked onions
and garlic from the pan to the
blender. Add 1/4 cup of olive
oil and 2 teaspoons of lemon
juice and blend until the sauce
looks smooth and creamy.

4. Once the sauce is ready,
start the pasta. Grab a pot and
bring the water to a boil. Add
in your pasta and follow the di-
rections on the box.

5. After the pasta is cooked
to your liking, drain and put
back in the pot. Take the av-
ocado sauce from the blender
and spoon in to the pot of pas-
ta.

6. Add in spices to taste and
stir (remember to taste as you
£0).

7. Once it’s seasoned to your
liking, get a bowl and enjoy!

ADVERTISE WITH US:

Contact us:

Do you want to purchase
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Rent strikes are on the rise during pandemic

What are rent
strikes and

why are they
building during
a pandemic?

by Jen Kelly

Almost a third of Ameri-
cans have not paid their rent
for April, a significant increase
from this time last year. In the
weeks since the shelter-in-
place order, many people have
lost their jobs, either tempo-
rarily or permanently. Many
are wondering how they’re

going to pay their rent if they
don’t have jobs, but some ten-
ants are wondering why they
should have to pay rent at all.
You may have seen calls for a
rent strike circulating online,
but what does that entail?

A rent strike involves a
group of tenants organizing
and withholding rent until
a set of demands are met by
their landlords or government.
They can be an effective way
of improving the conditions of
living spaces, lowering rent or
creating political change. They
have a wide variety of potential
benefits as well as risks.

The goal of organizations
like Rent Strike 2020 is to
freeze rent nationally for the
next few months. Although
many local governments,

including Arcata’s govern-
ment, have taken measures
against evictions due to the
pandemic, renters still owe
money. The goal of a rent
strike would be to eliminate
the need to pay while under a
shelter-in-place order entirely.

Rent strikes require neigh-
borhood coordination and
organization. If one or two
tenants in a neighborhood de-
cided to strike by themselves,
they are still vulnerable to
eviction after a lift on eviction
freezes. For a rent strike to be
effective, they need to be well
organized.

With almost 80% of Amer-
icans living paycheck to pay-
check, a few months of shelter-
ing in place may mean tenants
cannot pay, strike or no strike.

lllustration by Jen Kelly
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If Humboldt State Univer-
sity was a ship, it would be
sailing straight into uncharted
seas, thick with fog.

Atop the tallest mast, HSU
administrators spy an enroll-
ment drop of around 20% for
the fall semester, mainly due
to COVID-19. Administrators
project a resulting budget cut
of around $7.4 million for the
next school year and $20 mil-
lion in the next two years, ac-
cording to HSU’s most recent
enrollment report and webi-
nars held April 13 and 15.

Faculty and staff are scram-
bling across the deck to reor-
ganize HSU’s academic de-
partments.

Vice President of Academ-
ic Affairs and Interim Provost
Lisa Bond-Maupin said HSU’s
colleges are looking at combin-
ing department staff and fac-
ulty and adjusting fall course
schedules for a smaller student
population.

“Those are the strategies
were looking at—combining
staffing where it makes sense
and combining chair leader-
ship where it makes sense,”
Bond-Maupin said via Zoom

Fall Headcount Scenarios

—a—Prelim Budget: initial scenario in use for planning (pre-COVID-19) - incoming enroliment, retention rates, and graduation
rates remain consistent for the five year period based on fall 2020 enrollment projections

—e—Growth: scenario we are striving to reach based on HSU's system enrollment target of 7,603 annualized resident
FTES Legend i significant increase in incoming students and retention rates to achieve

—4—COVID-19 Update: scenarios depicting potential impact of COVID-19, with the solid red line reflecting the enrollment
projection now incorporated into current five-year budget planning
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A chart from Humboldt State’s April 7 Enroliment Management report showing

ing away with academic pro-
grams.”

A proposed plan emailed to
department chairs of the Col-
lege of the Arts, Humanities
and Social Sciences divided
CAHSS departments into four
schools, each of which would
have one chair. The presumed
thinking behind the plan
would be to eliminate the need
for each department to have its
own chair and free up chairs to
teach more courses—reducing
the number of other needed
faculty.

Bond-Maupin said that ex-
act proposal probably would
not move forward. Bond-
Maupin said she and the deans
of the HSU colleges are still

student population projections.

figuring out what they will do.

With department reorga-
nizations and course offer-
ings expected to be adjusted
for the fall, lecturers will like-
ly end up with fewer courses
to teach. Bond-Maupin said
schedules for a reduced num-
ber of students inevitably af-
fect the availability of work. In
other words, if all of a lectur-
er’s courses are pushed off the
fall schedule, they would be
thrown overboard too.

Bond-Maupin did assure
that HSU has no plan to cut
any academic departments—
but semester course offerings
will depend on what students
need.

“As enrollment changes, we

need to sort of follow the needs
of the students,” Bond-Maupin
said.

Over 2,000 individuals
signed a change.org petition
asking for HSU tuition to be
reduced for the spring. Bond-
Maupin said a change in tu-
ition would come from the
California State University
Chancellor’s Office, not HSU.

Tuition reduction or not,
HSU faces serious challenges.
In an April 13 webinar HSU
held on the enrollment decline
and budget cuts, Vice Presi-
dent of Enrollment Manage-
ment Jason Meriwether deliv-
ered dire news on enrollment.

“If the CSU is in a reces-
sion for enrollment, Humboldt
State needs to worry about
being in a depression for en-
rollment,” Meriwether said. “I
hate to use those terms, but
it just forecasts the impact
HSU could face in the terms of
COVID-19.”

HSU has refunded nearly
$2.5 million to students for
housing, parking and dining
and projects to lose around $7
million by the end of June.

Vice President of Adminis-
tration and Finance Douglas
Dawes emphasized the im-
portance of the campus un-
derstanding the need to make
quick budget cuts. Dawes said
HSU is looking into a mix of
measures, including hiring

chills, spending freezes and re-
tirement incentives.

These hits to the hull come
despite progress HSU made
before it entered the murky
waters of the pandemic—208
local students accepted the
Humboldt First scholarship,
up from 32 local students per
year for the last three years.

Both Meriwether and Bond-
Maupin said details of the fall
semester remain uncertain
and hinge on public health rec-
ommendations. Bond-Maupin
said HSU is preparing for a
variety of potential scenari-
os, from remaining online to
opening partially.

“We are hearing from the
governor that there may be
some return to being together
but with some new social dis-
tancing parameters—so that’s
possible,” Bond-Maupin said.
“We might work with spacing.
We also may look at timing.
One scenario I can think of is
that we are delayed in going
back fully to face-to-face, so
we begin online. I think we
just have to plan for all those
scenarios.”

The Lumberjack requested
an interview with HSU Pres-
ident Tom Jackson multiple
times for this story, but he
could not be reached. HSU
Communications  Specialist
Grant Scott-Goforth cited an
“Incredibly busy time.”

interview. “Were not do-
BUDGET
FROM PAGE 1

Executive Director of AS Je-
nessa Lund is heavily involved
in the committee.

“It’s interesting that there is
not a lot of money compared
to the big budget, but what I've
realized over the past couple of
years is because they are so vis-
ible, people react to them very
strongly,” Lund said. “IRA is
less than $500,000, and com-
pared to the campus budget
that’s just drops in the bucket.
But because it means whether
or not a group of students can
go compete, or do something,
they feel it directly.”

IRAs are limited to those
that are disciplined, depart-
ment-based and sponsored,
and are integral to formal in-
structional offerings. They are
intensive, structured activities
that reflect active rather than
passive student involvement.
They are considered essential
to the quality of an education-
al program and an important
instructional experience, and
they demonstrate skills de-
rived from intensive course-
work. They include everything
from The Lumberjack newspa-
per to club sports, and almost
everything in between.

Made up of majority student

voters, the IRA Committee has
been meeting to re-evaluate
their funding guidelines, based
on the Education Code, their
current IRA funding guide-
lines and memos between the
AS president and HSU presi-
dent from the 2019-2020 ac-
ademic year that outline the
direction they were headed.
Sandy Wieckowski is currently
the longest-acting board mem-
ber.

“This is the same thing we
hit last year,” Wieckowski
said. “We had conflicting piec-
es of arguments that said, ‘You
do this, but you don’t do that
in these cases,” which makes
it very hard to evaluate who’s
gonna be in and who’s gonna
be out.”

Lund blamed the rotating
chairs for inconsistent goals.

“This current model has an-
nual turnover,” Lund said. “It’s
new faculty on this committee
every year, and it’s often new
student leaders every year.”

On top of HSU having new
administration for the past
three years, AS has had four
presidents in three years. With
administrations in a constant
state of change, it’s much more
difficult to accomplish prog-
ress.

“I've been on the commit-
tee four years and we’ve done
it different every year,” Wieck-
owski said.

Board members were as-
signed budget applications
from IRA groups to review in
advance of their April 7 meet-
ing. During the meeting, the
board looked at each applica-
tion and adjusted the proposed
budgets where they saw fit. As
Lund scrolled down the list of
submissions, board members
weighed in with their recom-
mendations.

One significant impact look
to be the denial of a budget
for the campus sexual assault
prevention program, CHECK
IT, as the “swag” the bud-
get was requested to pay for
wasn’t considered a priority.
The Lumberjack newspaper
faces over $8,000 in cuts from
a budget of around $28,000
and Osprey magazine faces
about $4,000 in cuts from a
$10,000 budget. The KRFH
student radio station also faces
a $5,000 cut from their budget
of $10,000. AS Public Rela-
tions Officer Cassaundra Cau-
dillo suggested the cuts.

“All of the publications on
campus tend to over-print,”
said Caudillo. “I think all of the
publications could probably
take a little bit of a cut because
of that.”

Despite the budget crunch,
the IRA committee managed
to make room for programs
that did not receive IRA fund-
ing in the 2019-2020 academic

year, including $2,500 for the
Youth Educational Services
program, $5,000 for reserve
library textbooks and $3,000
for the Society of American
Foresters Quiz Bowl. The IRA
budget recommendations have
been finalized, but they cur-
rently have an open appeals
period before the budget will
be sent to HSU President Tom
Jackson by April 30.

A potentially significant
factor in next year’s budget is
possible carry-over from mon-
ey that didn’t get spent in the
2019-2020 academic year.
That amount, for now, is yet to
be known. However, the IRA
Committee felt comfortable
over-allocating about $25,000
they expect to gain in roll-over.

Photo by Dakota Cox
The empty University Center quad on April 10. The IRA budget faces
significant cut-backs due to the continued declining enroliment of HSU.

“We have all these poten-
tial expenses out there that we
need to get covered and tidy
up before we try and allocate
that money to next year,” Lund
said.

In the past, AS has put in
place a contingency plan to al-
locate money based on a pro-
jected headcount in case there
is money left over from the
previous school year’s budget.

“If money were to roll for-
ward and be available in ad-
dition to what we're looking
at today, then they gave three
priorities, and that was already
voted,” Lund said. “So, it made
it a pretty clean process for us
if there was funding there.”
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Humboldt State violate alforn

HSU briefly

required
registration
for two public
webinars
by Grace Caswell

Editor’s note: Grace
Caswell 1s a student 1in
Journalism Department

Chair Vicky Sama’s media law
course. Almost the entire staff
of The Lumberjack has also
had Sama as an instructor in
journalism courses.

Humboldt State University
hosted a public meeting via
Zoom to inform the public
about its projected enrollment
decline and budget cuts.
However, under the disguise of
a security measure protecting
the university from “Zoom
bombings,” HSU enacted
mandatory registration
requirements prior to entering
the meeting.

“Zoom bombings” describe
a new term for an infiltration
or hijacking of a Zoom session
with the intent to harass and
disrupt the session. With an
increase in Zoom users, from
10 million in December 2019
to more than 200 million in
March of 2020, Zoom CEO Eric
S. Yuan released a statement
April 1 detailing additional
measures being taken to
enhance Zoom security over
the next 9o days.

HSU Vice President of
Enrollment Jason Meriwether
claimed HSU has experienced
Zoom bombings and enacted
the registration as an
additional security measure.
The additional measures
required the public to respond
twice via Google forms before
being sent the Zoom meeting

invitation, basically giving the
administration, a government
body, the power to sift through
and deny public access.

HSU Chair of the
Department of Journalism
and Mass Communication

and media law professor Vicky
Sama alerted and engaged
with HSU administration,
specifically Meriwether, on the
violations being committed.

“Using “security” reasons to
require the public additional
registration to access a public
meeting on the people’s
business does not satisfy the
openness and liberties that our
Constitution provides,” Sama
said in an email. “In addition
to violating state law that I
explained in my earlier email.”

Sama said the additional
requirement requesting the
public to register prior to
receiving an invitation was
tantamount to reviewing their
qualifications.

“The email did not justify
the registration nor did it
outline its purpose, raising
suspicions that the university
doesn’t want certain people
to attend or know what is
going on,” Sama wrote. “The
unintentional message is that
some people are not welcome
and/or we at HSU don’t want
the public to know what is
going on.”

Specifically, HSU’s actions
against the public violated the
Brown Act and Bagley-Keene
Act. Both California state acts
provide assurance of rights to
the public. Sommer Ingram
Dean, staff attorney for the
Student Press Law Center,
explained how these security
measures directly conflict with
both acts.

“Section 54953.3 of Brown
says ‘A member of the public
shall not be required, as a
condition to attendance at a
meeting of a legislative body

N
|

J=ncy Conditions

o Access restricte

ar  _osenu”  fSOM.

Mmc

MARLLED

“ythorized residents

o W ,:WWW.humbo\d\.edulemer». d

AONF 0=
, RADIC. nriSU 905FM
(‘ R <

~ Photo by Thomas Lal

A sign outside of the Redwood Bowl! informs the public of the campus closure due to COVID-19 on April 13.

of a local agency, to register
his or her name, to provide
other  information, to
complete a questionnaire,
or otherwise to fulfill any
condition precedent to his
or her attendance,” Dean
explained in an email.
Additionally, Dean cited
the Bagley-Keene Act and
the measures it provides
ensuring the public rights.
“Section 11124 of Bagley
Keene says ‘No person shall
be required, as a condition to
attendance at a meeting of a
state body, to register his or
her name, to provide other
information, to complete a
questionnaire, or otherwise to
fulfill any condition precedent
to his or her attendance,”

Dean wrote.
Sama informed Meriwether
of the illegal activity

violating both the Brown and
Bagley-Keene Acts April 13,
citing the specific sections
mentioned above. In response,
Meriwether continued with
the registration in place and
adjusted the meeting by

“The unintentional message is that

some people axe not welcome and/ox

we at HSU don’t want the public to

know what is going on.”

-Vicky Sama

Journalism department chair

offering a public link.

“Since this issue was just
raised today, it appears to me
that the best thing to do is to
move forward with today as
planned,” Meriwether said in
an email. “We will also explore
hosting a third event. We will
provide both the option for
registration and the public link
for the already scheduled event
on Wednesday. The entire
point of having these events
was to be transparent.”

Since then, the links to the
April 13 and 15 meetings went
public. However, the concern
more surrounds HSU’s

decision to filter through the
public’s right to access a public
meeting regarding matters
directly impacting them.

The registration
requirement, Sama wrote,
amounts to intimidation
and goes against the spirit of
openness and transparency,
and “reeks of sneakiness.” In
a time of crisis, government
bodies can use the mirage of
security to deny the public their
right to voice their opinions.
Ultimately, it amounts to an
abuse of power against the
public.

Raise your hand if you're here for the 202 census

Ewverything you
might want to
know about the

2020 census

by Collin Slavey

The United States Census
Bureau has fulfilled the consti-
tutional obligation to count ev-
ery human in the country since
1790. Every home in the Unit-
ed States should have received
an invitation to participate in
the 24th United States census
by April 1.

“The census tells us who we
are and where we are going as
anation,” the Bureau’s website
said.

The census is a measure of
what’s going on in American
communities. The data col-
lected from the census helps
communities determine where
to build infrastructure, from
schools and supermarkets to
homes and hospitals. Beyond
that, California District One
(Humboldt County included)
House Representative Jar-
ed Huffman said it’s a funda-
mental element of the United
States.

“The significance of every-
one participating goes so far
beyond that,” Huffman said in
an email through his spokes-
person. “Having a complete
picture of the people in com-
munities across the country
determines how folks are rep-
resented and makes sure ev-
eryone has a voice in the deci-
sions their government makes.
That’s the foundation of our
democracy.”
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In the past couple of years,
the Trump administration
tried to politicize the census
as they pursued the addition
of a citizenship question, but
they failed. To be clear, there is
no citizenship question on the
2020 census.

John Meyer, chair of the
Humboldt State politics de-
partment, explained how an
accurate census requires trust
between the federal govern-
ment and residents.

“The goal of the census was
an accurate count of who resi-
dents are and where they live,”
Meyer said. “The citizenship
question discouraged that.”

Meyer said answering the
census should have no person-
al impact on respondent’s lives,
and that there should be no ar-
rests nor barriers to voting fol-
lowing a response. Meyer said
immigrants from other coun-
tries, especially those with au-
thoritarian, surveillance-heavy
governments were often wary
of answering the questions for
fear of retaliation.

The U.S. Census Bureau has
been politicized in the last few
years, but the law prevents the
Census Bureau from sharing
information with law enforce-
ment. The information is sup-
posed to be kept strictly confi-

dential.

“It is in the interest of pow-
erless people to answer the
census,” HSU American gov-
ernment Lecturer Nicola Wal-
ters said. “Students today are
the most diverse demographic,
and if you're not counted, oth-
er resources will not follow.”

Walters said she would have
liked to see the citizenship
question on the census. The
census is a rare opportunity
for scientists like her to collect
data on the entire population,
rather than just the samples
she’s used to. Nonetheless, she
is looking forward to the re-
sults of the 2020 census.

lllustration by Sam Papavasiliou

According to the Census
Bureau’s website, many of the
planned elements of getting a
full count, including door to
door interviews, will be post-
poned.

“The 2020 Census is under-
way and the most important
thing you can do is respond
online, by phone, or by mail
when you receive your invi-
tation,” the Census press kit
said. “Responding now will
minimize the need for the
Census Bureau to send census
takers out into communities to
follow up.”
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Students struggle to stay motivated in online courses

COVID-19 rages as students struggle

with online schoolwork

by Sarah Blunt

Humboldt State University
transitioned to online instruc-
tion for the rest of the semester
on March 26. Since then, some
students have had a hard time
staying focused and motivated
in online classes.

Deana Lopez, a third-year
zoology major at HSU, admit-
ted that this hasn’t been an
easy transition.

“I feel overwhelmed with
the amount of emails profes-
sors and instructors are send-
ing, and everything seems all
over the place,” Lopez said.
“I have been neglecting my
school work so much that I
forget that I still have classes.
I've missed quizzes and as-
signments already because it’s
so easy to forget that I have to
do them without a professor
reminding me.”

Third-year psychology ma-
jor Madeline Baker said she
was having a tough time stay-
ing motivated without face-to-
face instruction.

“Not being able to have
classes in person further dis-
courages me,” Baker said.
“Holding classes through Zoom
has been easier for me in con-
trast to pre-recorded lectures,
but they still aren’t the same.
Not having that in-person con-

nection alters the learning en-
vironment in a way that makes
me feel disconnected from my
overall learning experience.”

Not only are students deal-
ing with the move from face-
to-face instruction to online
classes, but they also have to
manage the stress of living
in a pandemic. With many
students moving back home,
there’s added family stress as
well.

Lopez was feeling pressure
from school alongside tension
from life in general.

“I know I can find the moti-
vation, but everything is hectic
at the moment,” Lopez said.
“My grandma recently passed
away so there was that on top
of the COVID-19 situation, and
a lot of family problems have
occurred as well. I'm trying to
get myself and my surround-
ings organized before I can ac-
tually put all of my focus into
school.”

No matter how good a job
professors are doing, online
education doesn’t appear to be
the same. For the students, it’s
not just the classes they feel
they’re missing out on, but the
whole college experience.

Meanwhile, the state of the
world may be taking a toll on
student mental health.

“The resource I would
like to use most right now is
CAPS,” Baker said. “Before
all of this happened, I final-
ly decided to go in and begin
appointments, something I
feel like I've needed to do for
a while now. I feel like that has
now been interrupted for me.
I had a private safe space pro-
vided to speak with someone
and learn to cope with things.
Given my current housing sit-
uation, I do not have a private
enough space in which I would
feel comfortable confiding in

someone and work through
my personal feelings and is-
sues over the phone or video.
Not only do I feel like my be-
ginning of therapy has been in-
terrupted, but the full college
experience for this semester.”

Many students are also
dissatisfied about paying full-
price tuition for resources they
won’t be able to access for the
rest of the semester.

Kayla Rodenburg, a third-
year English major, thinks the
tuition price doesn’t add up
with all classes now online.

lllustration by Phoebe Hughes

“I do feel like the tuition
price is too high for online
classes,” Rodenburg said. “On-
line university is dirt cheap
and we are paying CSU prices
for that which is kinda ridicu-
lous in my opinion. I'm pretty
sure many parts of our tuition
fund things on campus that we
now don’t have access to, so I
hope some type of refund hap-
pens, even though it’s kind of a
stretch.”

A student’s tale of surfing from heaven to quarantine

An account of
one HSU surfers
last breath of

clean, fresh air
by Dakota Cox

When Humboldt State Uni-
versity forestry major Gavin
Schreiner set out on a 10-day
surf trip over spring break, he
had no clue what he would re-
turn to.

Planned months in ad-
vance, Schreiner wasn’t going
to let a virus stand in the way
of his vacation. Packing over
50 pounds of food and sup-
plies, he and a friend hiked
nine miles up the coast of
California. Schreiner stopped
along the way to admire otters,
countless shells and of course,
to surf.

“Surfing is obviously my
favorite part and that’s the
drive to go, but I love camping
anyway,” Schreiner said. “I'm
an avid backpacker. I've been
through the Trinity Alps and
definitely backpacked into So-
Cal a bunch.”

G

Gavin Schreiner packs his board through the Lost Coast fog March 23.

A territorial surfer, Sch-
reiner requested the location
not be named, especially after
this trip. Between spring break
and COVID-19, the waves were
packed.

“It was the most crowd-
ed anyone has ever seen that
spot,” Schreiner said.

Fortunately for those ad-
venturous enough, there are
nine miles of coast to surf on
the way.

“There’s the main surf spot

out there, but there’s count-
less other waves along there,”
Schreiner said. “It’s like a wave
park. There’s so many differ-
ent types of waves and differ-
ent spots you can surf, and all
offer different excitements.”

Time between surf sessions
consists of eating, sleeping and
battling the elements to stay
comfortable.

“On the coast the weather
changes super quick, so you
have to be shedding layers,

Photo by Cullen Wigger

putting layers back on and
also watching the waves 24/7
to make sure you get the best
seshes [sessions] in,” Schrein-
er said.

This is the longest trip Sch-
reiner has taken so far, but he
wants to break the record.

“If we could spend a month,
I would be in for that,” Sch-
reiner said.

At 20 years old, Schreiner
has been surfing over half his
life.

“Surfing and the ocean is
my number one priority,” Sch-
reiner said. “It’s definitely my
life path to surf until I die.”

When he returned from
his 10-day trip, Schreiner was
greeted by strangers wearing
masks and businesses with
closed doors. The virus was
not a factor in the trip. Surf-
ers treated each other with the
same brotherly love and com-
petition. Schreiner would've
stayed longer if it weren’t for
school.

“We kinda knew a little bit
going into it that shit was go-
ing crazy,” Schreiner said. “The
only thing we reconsidered
was whether or not we could
stay indefinitely and figure out
a way to complete homework
assignments out there.”

Now that he’s back home,
he tries to surf every day to
take advantage of the opportu-
nity.

“I know a lot of my friends
down south can’t surf because
they’re closing the beaches, so
I definitely feel super blessed
to be up here right now,” Sch-
reiner said. “I can follow social
distancing and still go out ev-

ery day.”
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Science students feel they
aren’t getting the education
they paid for. Science and
freshman botany professor,
Mihai Tomescu, admits some
of his students are struggling

with the online format.

“Just recently I had a stu-
dent emailing me and she
was a really good student un-
til COVID hit,” Tomescu said.
“She was really involved in
class, really liked the materi-
al, was there in lectures all the
time, worked in the lab real-
ly hard, she really enjoyed it.
She missed an assignment and
I checked in with her to see

how things were going and she
told me that she has really big
problems with the internet.”

Tomescu admits that he
can’t directly do anything
about the situation or to help
in any way with the problems
his students are facing, such as
internet access.

“It’s either slow or not avail-
able or spotty. Parts of lectures
will stop and she’ll have to wait

for the internet to come back
on and stuff like that,” Tomes-
cu said. “That’s very worri-
some, especially when you see
that in a student that was do-
ing really well in class and she
was excited. I don’t want it to
be a missed opportunity.”
Doing school from home
can be frustrating, difficult and
demotivating. At times, it’s in-
accessible for people that don’t

have the resources they need
to complete the work. Not only
are students missing opportu-
nities on campus or in classes,
but they’re also missing out
on social opportunities they’ll
never get back.

“It’s really frustrating be-
cause I'm not getting the mate-
rial for my classes,” Diaz said.
“There’s just a lot of stuff I'm
missing out on.”
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What it's like living on campus after the exodus

Despite Humboldt State University going digital, campus housi

by Sophia Escudero

Humboldt State University
President = Tom  Jackson
announced via email March
18 that the school would be
going entirely online, and he
encouraged students to vacate
campus housing if possible.

“It is important we reduce
the number of people on
campus,” the email read.
“We encourage students who
can return to a home off-
campus to do so. We will not
displace students who are
facing housing insecurities or
homelessness.”

Freshman Calista Tutkowski
was among those who decided
to move back home after
learning that classes would
transition online. Tutkowski
considered her choice the right
one for her own physical and
mental wellbeing.

“It felt like things were just
going to get worse and worse
on campus and around the
world, so if I was going to be
doing online classes, I wanted

Photo by Sophia Escudero

An empty desk and bed after moving out of an Humboldt State dorm in late March 2020.

to be home with my family,”
Tutkowski said.

Tutkowski was frustrated
with the sudden notice from
the school. By the time the
school sent out the notice that
they were going online and
encouraging students to leave
the dorms, she had already

gone home for spring break
and was out of state. Like
many other students, she had
to return to campus to pick up
her things, potentially putting
herself and others at risk by
traveling.

“They should have just
made the choice before people

left for spring break to keep it
as safe as possible,” Tutkowski
said.

Some students are still on
campus. Emma Bradley-Solis
is one of those who elected
to remain in campus housing
despite virus concerns.

“I live in Washington and it

ng remains open

is a lot worse there,” Bradley-
Solis said. “I thought it would
be smarter for me to self-
quarantine here.”

According to an April 7
Enrollment Management
report, about 300 students
remain on campus. Most
of the campus facilities are
closed, including the library,
computer labs and University
Center.

With the severely reduced
numbers of students left
behind, pickings are slim.
There isn’t much variety left
in the food selection, and
many staples such as rice,
pasta and fresh fruit are out
when Bradley-Solis goes to the
marketplace. For students who
rely on J-points to eat, this is
both a serious problem and a
waste of the money spent on
their meal plans.

“I feel like they could take
care of the students still here
better—like  better  food,”
Bradley-Solis said. “We paid a
lot of money for J-points.”

REVIEW e

Half-Life: Alyx makes virtual reality worthwhile

Half-Life: Alyx is the first properly high budget virtual reality effort from a major studio

by Sam Papavasiliou

The previous game in the
Half-Life series ended on a
cliftfhanger, and since then, the
franchise sat in limbo for over
a decade. By the time Half-
Life: Alyx was announced,
most had given up hope of a
sequel. The inflated expecta-
tions for a new Half Life game
made constructing a sequel too
daunting a task for developer
Valve to ever release anything,
but now they have. Does it live
up to the hype?

For the most part, yes.

With the majority of peo-
ple currently stuck inside, vir-
tual reality is one of the best
ways to pretend you’re not.
The problem is the high price
point. Currently the barrier
for entry for a VR headset is
a minimum of $400, and that
doesn’t include a gaming PC
that meets the hefty require-
ments of VR. Those PCs gen-
erally start at $600. Up to this
point, small-scale games made
up the majority of the VR cat-
alog. VR lacked a system seller
to justify the high price point.

Luckily, Half-Life: Alyx is
an incredible game. It takes
what made the older Half-Life
games great on a 2D screen
and translates them to the
3D space with an incredible
amount of polish.

In Half-Life 2, your main
method of interacting with the
world was the gravity gun, the
weapon that could pick up and
manipulate nearly any object
in the world around you. In
Half-Life: Alyx you have grav-
ity gloves.

These gloves let you aim
your hands at nearly any ob-
ject, press the grab button and
flick your wrist to bring that
item towards you. It’'s an ac-
tion so simple and satisfying
to perform that since playing
I have on several occasions
found myself with the urge to
perform it in my day-to-day
life.

The game’s story is
excellent, but can feel sparse at
times. Some chapters should
have more dialogue than
they do, but the writing and
performances that are there

Photo by Sam Papavasiliou

Philosophy and psychology double major Karl Fisse plays Half-Life: Alyx for the first time April 13.

are excellent.

During those few encoun-
ters with human characters I
was in awe at how life-like they
were. If there’s anything about
the game that is a disappoint-
ment, it would have to be the
lack of melee weapons. You

can pick up almost anything in
the environment, but none of
it can actually harm enemies.
Half-Life is known for having
the crowbar as a weapon, so
it’'s weird to not have that in
this game.
These

are all nitpicks

though. Half-Life: Alyx is
proof that VR as a medium can
work. It’s proof that virtual re-
ality can be its own storytelling
medium, with its own stories
and experiences and that gets
me excited for the future of
gaming.

RE V|V |
Revamped Resident Evil 3 radiates nostalgia

20 years later and
Resident Evil 3 still
feels just as good

by Alberto Muro

The Resident Evil fran-
chise began as a survival hor-
ror video game that rose to
fame in the 9os and has con-
tinued with a series of sequels
and film adaptations. This is a
brief, spoiler-free review about
the recently released Resident
Evil 3.

Twenty years ago, I em-
barked on one of my many
video game binges. This in-
cluded playing Resident Evil 3:
Nemesis. It was the first time
I learned about the anxiety
of being chased by the video
game’s antagonist, Nemesis.
On April 3, I relived that expe-
rience, thanks to Capcom de-
livering on the Resident Evil 3
remake.

The plot of the video game

features protagonist Jill Val-
entine, a returning character
from the first game’s story line,
which saw the Special Tactics
and Rescue Service members
trapped in a mansion fighting
for survival against nightmar-
ish creatures. In Resident Evil
3, the fight for survival takes
place in the streets in the fic-

e
Image courtesy of Capcom

tional Raccoon City.

In the remake, the game’s
mechanics have changed
slightly, giving you the abili-
ty to dodge more efficiently,
as opposed to the original, in
which you had to rely on fran-
tic button-pressing and leav-
ing it to chance. Another re-
turning feature is the ability to

craft ammunition, giving the
player a fighting chance as in-
creasing difficulty makes items
more scarce.

Although the game was a
perfectly rendered remake, I
do have some complaints that
affected my nostalgia. Let me
start off with the main concept,
which is encountering Neme-
sis. In the original game, you
had to fight your way through
the city, and upon arriving at
the police station, you had to
fight for your life.

In the remake, that sus-
pense is taken away when you
encounter Nemesis at the start
of the game. Adding on to that
complaint is the use of cut
scenes in which Jill Valentine
runs away from Nemesis. In
the original it was solely up to
you, the player, to control Val-
entine in hopes that you can
fend off the creature.

Another grievance focuses
on the locations in the game.
The remake felt shorter than

the original and that’s because
the creators decided to cut
down the time it took for the
player to explore certain parts
of the game. Originally it took
hours of exploration to acquire
items for progression through
areas, but by taking that out, it
felt more like a rushed experi-
ence.

Other than those issues, the
game is worth trying out. With
Valentine and Nemesis as the
main features of the game, it
did radiate the nostalgic feel-
ing I had when I first played
20 years ago. Capcom really
went above and beyond to de-
liver another quality product
similar to their Resident Evil
2 remake which launched last
January.

Whether you are a lifelong
fan or new to the Resident
Evil series, I assure you the
recent remakes are worth the
purchase, especially for the re-
vamped story line.
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Memes, genocide and teaching in a pandemic
With life dzsrupted lecturer Kerrz Mallay perse‘veres wzt/.) flexibility and humor

by James Wilde

A professor noticed stu-
dents often left Kerri Malloy’s
class laughing. One day the
professor asked what he was
teaching.

“Oh, that’s my genocide
class,” Malloy said.

Malloy teaches courses in
the Humboldt State Native
American studies department
on colonialism and genocide.
With such somber subjects,
Malloy relies on humor and
honesty to engage students.
Now that classes have gone on-
line during the pandemic, Mal-
loy has employed those traits,
alongside plenty of flexibility,
to keep students connected.

“The hurdle is going to be
maintaining that connection
with the students,” he said.

He created class blogs for
students to post what they
want—questions, memes,
dog or cat or reptile pictures.
Glance through Malloy’s Ins-
tagram, Twitter or Snapchat
accounts, and you’ll find lots
of memes, like one he posted
April 3 on Instagram:

“The year 2020. Brought to
you by the letters W, T & F.”

“TI love a good meme,” he
said in one of two Zoom inter-
views. He sat in his home office.
Behind him, family photos and
a Star Wars Yoda action figure
topped a bookshelf. He wore
glasses and a button-up shirt.

Memes dominate Malloy’s
social media accounts, but
there’s more to the accounts
than humor. They make him
accessible to students. He re-
ceives messages on those ac-
counts about class, and he re-
plies happily.

“There are times where I'm
like, ‘Why am I doing this?’” he
said. “And then I realize, I'm
getting to see a different side of
students, and my colleagues,
too.”

Malloy also emphasized the
importance of flexibility.

“I think you have to walk
into it—at least my plan is to
walk into it—with an incred-
ible amount of flexibility,” he
said. “And let them—Ilet the
students—help guide where
we're going to go.”

Yurok and Karuk by heri-
tage, Malloy was born on the
Oglala Lakota Reservation in
South Dakota, but he grew up
on the Quinault Indian Nation
Reservation in Washington.

Marlon Sherman, chair of
the HSU NAS department,
knew Malloy from working
together for the Yurok tribe.
Sherman and Malloy have a
family connection, as Sherman
grew up on the Oglala Lakota
Reservation where Malloy was
born.

After working together for
the Yurok tribe, Sherman and
Malloy parted. About six years
ago, Sherman asked Malloy
to come to HSU to teach two
courses for a semester.

Shortly after Malloy came
on board, Sherman had to take
time off. He had cancer. Sher-
man returned in about a year,
but Malloy became program
leader and helped steer the de-
partment. Sherman said Mal-
loy basically did all the work
and helped the department
hire two professors.

“If it wasn’t for Kerri, there
might not be a NAS depart-
ment right now,” Sherman
said over the phone.

Malloy said Sherman was
too generous, but there’s no
doubt that Malloy works, a
lot—so much so that Sherman
joked it might be illegal.

Malloy wakes up around
4:30 a.m. every day. He gets
up so early partly because he

finds those early hours pro-
ductive, and partly because his
back is built on metal rods and
pins that make lying flat for too
long unbearable. He’s not ex-
actly sure how he damaged his
back—maybe a car accident—
but he had to have surgery that
put him out of commission for
three years.

He estimated he’s on eight
to 10 HSU committees, from
the University Resources
Planning Committee to the Di-
versity, Equity and Inclusion
Committee. Malloy does this
while teaching multiple class-
es as a lecturer—a position
with an uncertain future amid
HSU’s projected enrollment
decline and budget cuts. He
joked when asked how he has
the time.

“People usually don’t like
my answer,” he said. “How do
I have the time? A calendar.”

Kumi Watanabe-Schock, a
23-year HSU employee, works
in public programming and as
the library media coordinator.
She first met Malloy when he
was an HSU student getting
degrees in economics and Na-
tive American studies.

Since then, Wata-
nabe-Schock has worked with
Malloy on committees and for
classes. Every time she talks to
Malloy, he seems to be attend-
ing workshops or giving talks
around the world. She praised
his willingness to help out.

“He’s not good at saying,
‘No,” she said over the phone.
“I don’t know if he’s that way
with everybody, but when you
ask him to do a favor he always
follows through and he always
says, ‘Yes.” So I really am ap-
preciative, yeah. He’s a good
person.”

When not working, Mal-
loy is more private. He has a
husband and three dogs. He
has two sisters and 14 nieces
and nephews he tries to see
every year. Around 8 p.m. ev-
ery night, he tries to unwind.
Maybe he’ll watch some TV, or
maybe he’ll read a book about
genocide. Fun.

While  COVID-19  has
pushed teaching online, Mal-
loy has found his courses as
relevant as ever.

A key concept in Native
American studies is surviv-
ance, a portmanteau of surviv-
al and resistance. Survivance
is about the living of Native
American lives in the present
tense. By surviving, Natives
resist, and by resisting, Na-
tives survive.

Malloy said people must
fight right now to have their
voices heard, like many Na-
tives must do at all times. He
said individual voices human-

ize current events and prevent
people from kicking the ball of
reality down the road.

On that note, Malloy told a
story. Last summer, he taught
Native history in a program
that spent two days in Aus-
chwitz I, the main site of the
Nazi concentration camp. One
day he stopped and looked out
a window. The bizarreness of
the situation dawned on him.
Here they were, decades later,
standing in a place of horror
and trying to learn from it.

Later that night he received
an email from then-HSU Pres-
ident Lisa Rossbacher. She was
checking in, so he wrote back.

“If we can educate in such a
place of incredible horror and
death, we have the ability to
change the world,” he remem-
bered writing. “We really do. If

Photo by James Wllde
Lecturer Kerri Malloy sits on a bench near the University Center Quad April 19. Malloy teaches in the HSU Native
American studies department.

had Malloy for a 9 a.m. general
education course. Once she got
to know him, she tried not to
miss his class. Since that first
course, she’s tried to have a
course with him every semes-
ter.

Navarette’s appreciation of
Malloy goes beyond the class-
room. She said she was losing
her job last semester due to
discrimination from her boss.
She didn’t know what to do, so
she went to Malloy.

“He sat me down and was
like, ‘You know what, this is
just a portion of how life is,”
she said. “’You’re gonna have
these obstacles all the time.
And he told me, like, ‘You can’t
let the system fuck you up and
throw you down.”

When she thinks of Malloy,
she remembers his honesty.

Photo courtesy Kerri Malloy

A window at an Auschwitz Nazi concentration camp site on August 20, 2019.

we can actually go into these
places and find this incredi-
ble darkness and turn it into
something that allows us to
reach out to other human be-
ings and get us to talk to each
other and push the things that
really don’t matter aside, I
think we can do this.”

To get people to talk, Mal-
loy uses humor, which he said
can get us past anything—and
Malloy does seem capable of
getting past anything. It seems
strange to call research on
genocide a passion, but Malloy
approved the descriptor.

“Passion’s a good word for
it, actually,” he said. “You’ll
find that for those of that this
is what we do, it is a passion.”

Every student interviewed
for this story agreed on a few
descriptions of Malloy. He’s
open and funny, they said, and
he can be brutally honest. They
warned against getting into an
argument with him.

“If you're gonna have an ar-
gument with him, you better
have good stats and have all
your ducks in a row, because
you're not gonna win Kerri in
an argument—I've tried,” HSU
biology major Michelle Nava-
rette said over the phone.

Navarette, a senior, first

“I think he was like the first
person to tell me, ‘This shit is
going to be hard.”

As a lecturer of general ed-
ucation courses, he usually
has to work for the attention
of students. He goes into his
courses hoping for students
to leave with more questions
than answers. Students have
told him he gives too many as-
signments, but no interviewed
students said Malloy graded
harshly.

“My philosophy,” he said,
“is if I can get one brain cell to
function per student on an as-
signment, we’ve succeeded.”

Malloy once had a student
hedidn’t think he had triggered
any brain cells in. Malloy said
the student believed everyone
should be committed to a sin-
gle belief. Malloy respected the
devotion, but he worried about
the implications.

About a year after the stu-
dent left his class, Malloy re-
ceived a message on one of
his social media accounts. The
student wanted to know if a
site he shopped on looked like
a hate group.

“I went and checked the site
out and went, ‘Yeah, this is
definitely an organization that
supports anti-Islam—very Is-

lamophobic,” he said.

The student thanked him
and decided to shop elsewhere.
Malloy remembered that as a
success.

“It’s when you see those lit-
tle things, you're like OK,” he
said. “Even at some small lev-
el, we were able to plant some
idea, some seed that is getting
people to think differently, or
at least question.”

Like many of Malloy’s stu-
dents, Joshua Overington, an
HSU environmental science
senior, only took Malloy’s in-
troductory Native American
studies course for a general
education requirement.

The class was so good Over-
ington signed up for more. He
eventually worked with Malloy
on the Northwest Genocide
Project, an online archive Mal-
loy manages.

Overington also worked
with Malloy on a research
project on Tuluwat Island for
HSU’s IdeaFest, which led into
a research paper Overington is
now finishing.

“He is incredibly passion-
ate in what he does and he is
uncompromising in his views,”
Overington said over the
phone. "If Kerri feels some-
thing or has an opinion, he al-
ways speaks his mind and re-
ally, he’s always the one who’s
honest and puts himself out
there. And that’s not some-
thing I see at all in other teach-
ers.”

Malloy likes to tell people
teaching about genocide is
fun. People usually give him
a blank stare and change the
subject. But if asked, Malloy
will elaborate.

“And what it means is not
fun as in, ‘Yay, happy stuff.” It
means that it’s fundamental,”
he said. “Atrocity is a funda-
mental part of the human exis-
tence. Peace is a fundamental
part of the human experience.
It’s understandable—we can
understand why it happened,
how it happened, what needs
to be done to prevent it. And
it’s necessary.”

Malloy knows most people
don’t want to talk about atroc-
ities all day. To get past that,
Malloy said we have to be will-
ing to look at ourselves.

Malloy tries to relate con-
cepts directly to his students.
He sometimes asks if students
curate their social media pro-
files—do they post every photo
they take? They admit they do
some curating, and he suggest-
ed history books do the same.

“If we can make those con-
nections on that level, this is
much more understandable,”
he said. “And then we get to
be more willing to go, ‘Alright,
maybe I need to look in the
mirror.”

Malloy teaches because
he believes we’re all here to
learn. He admits his own igno-
rance and encourages others
to do the same. That openness
to learning is perhaps what
makes Malloy love his job.
His willingness to let students
guide his classes is perhaps
what makes students love him.

“I tell my students this di-
rectly: ‘This is not my class,”
he said. “’This is yours. You
guys are the ones who are pay-
ing for it. I am just the tour
guide on this expedition.”

Malloy always ends each of
his classes—each chapter of
the expedition—with the same
message.

“Go out and learn some-
thing,” he tells his students.
“Go out and breathe.”
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AND

REVEAL

A reflection on
my time as Ask
Evergreen.

Dear Reader,

It all started with a
couple blank posters taped
in bathroom stalls. With
this advice column as Ask
Evergreen I've been able to
connect with students in a
surprising way. I've learned
their worries and hopes
and struggled alongside
them as ?sought the best
advice to respond to each
inquiry.

Giving advice isn’t easy.
It's a constant back-and-
forth of weighing the
options and outcomes. The
best advice is that which
comes from honesty and
reality—that's the advice
that sinks in the most.
Things won't always turn
out alright or in your favor,
but knowing how to pivot
and adapt will allow for
opportunities of growth
and understanding.

I hope what I've had to
say has impacted readers,
even if I'm not qualified
to give advice—no one
really is. Only you have the
power to tell yourself what
to do, | can only wish for the
best result with my guiding
words.

Each week’s questions
taught me more about
myself than | would've
expected. Each question
offered me a chance to step
into someone else’s shoes
and feel the situation they
were in.

At times it was difficult
to come up with something
meaningful to say. Some

uestions left me stumped
?or advice. Although other
questions were easier to
answer than others, each
was a learning experience.

No matter how trivial
or serious a question
was—whether it was a
question about fixing a
relationship after finding a
secret Instagram account,
or how to set boundaries
with a sexually harassing
housemate—I've learned
the best way to set
someone on a clearer
path isn't through belittling
or dismissal it's through
consideration and caution.

Sometimes it's best to
have advice come from
someone completely not
involved in your life, and
I've been grateful to have
this opportunity to lend my
thoughts to others.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

EDITORIAL .
Shelter-in-place is not a productivity race

Shelter-in-place offers escape for some and anxiety for others—both are damaging

By Editorial Board

Inhale, pause, exhale. We
are living through an un-
precedented, intimidating
and stressful time, but now
is not the time to beat your-
self up.

While the world seems
at a standstill, many people
have taken this time away
from their normal daily du-
ties to start new hobbies,
lose weight or even learn
new languages. These tasks
and goals are not a reflec-
tion of yourself, nor should
they be used to show off
your journey through social
distancing.

A 2013 study by a psy-
chologist at the University
of Michigan examined the
effects of social media on
people’s mental wellbeing.
The study found that social
media, Facebook in particu-
lar, does not facilitate bene-
ficial social interactions.

The same, and worse,
can be said in regard to
many other social media
platforms. For example,
Instagram can be a mind-
less escape for some but a
shame-inducing harbor for
others.

There’s a constant cre-
ation of new challenges and
trends coming up everyday,
whether it’s the pushup
challenge, #untiltomorrow
or even celebrities singing

tone deaf tunes. Or perhaps
it’s a stream of self improve-
ment posts and revitalized
New Years goals.

Whatever is clouding your
social media feed, it doesn’t
have to be a standard for
you to live up to. This isn’t
a productivity competition.

Some of us might have
more time on our hands,
but that doesn’t make things
easier—and some people
still working or now taking
care of children might not
have more time. We are also
still dealing with pre-exist-
ing mindsets on top of the
stress of a viral global out-
break.

We need to have compas-
sion for ourselves always,

but especially now. The
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention’s COVID-19
webpage provides a sec-
tion for stress and coping
information. This page of-
fers insight to stress causes
and outcomes all while un-
derscoring the importance
of knowing everyone deals
with stress differently.

Thus, we escape to viral
social media trends for en-
tertainment and relief.

In a recent Vox article,
writer Rebecca Jennings
supports the flood of Insta-
gram challenges. She argues
people should continue this
outpour of personal content
because it offers connec-
tions that will stay in this

Graphic by Chelsea Wood

ephemeral time.

However, instead of
cluttering a platform with
more dog picture reposts
or pictures of people wear-
ing pillows as clothing that
only distract from the now,
we should contribute to the
conversation by being hon-
est and doing something
that honors yourself and
others. Let your friends on
social media know how you
really feel—open up, cry,
laugh and inspire. If you're
up for it, of course.

Don’t waste this time
comparing yourself to some-
one who’s lost 10 pounds
walking in circles in their
driveway or to someone
who’s learned how to speak
Italian while in quarantine.
Of course, if walking in cir-
cles in your driveway while
rambling in broken Italian
is your thing, go for it.

Being honest with others
allows for accountability.
If you continue to keep up
a guise of happiness when
you're truly suffering inside,
you won’t receive the help
you deserve.

Speaking up about how
you feel is a challenge more
people should face. You
don’t need to make immedi-
ate changes to improve, but
you owe it to yourself to take
the time you need.

OPINION I
The “Chinese Virus” and the social disease

No one person is to blame when millions of people are at risk

by Ben Zawilski

A cultural perception of
coronavirus has been un-
der scrutiny for people’s
repeated insistence on re-
ferring to it as “Chinese
virus.” This became known
when a  photographer
shared a photo they took of
Donald Trump’s script at
a press conference March
19, which showed the word
“corona” crossed out and
replaced with “Chinese”
above it.

The World Health Or-
ganization has guidelines
that diseases should not be
named after geographical
locations, partially in re-
sponse to the consequenc-
es of disease names such
as Spanish flu, Rift Valley
fever or Singapore virus.

These guidelines were
first announced in 2015,
with the reasoning that
there are numerous other
ways to refer to the name
of a disease easily without
identifying a specific place.
One example is the SARS
virus, which “avoided stig-
matizing any place or any
person. And then because
of the acronym SARS, it
also gave the media and
everybody an easy way to
refer to the disease.”

Unfortunately, even out-
breaks in recent years are
given names such as Ebola,
which is the name of a riv-
er in Congo, or swine flu,
which indirectly blames an
entire species of animal.

Those arguing in favor
of naming diseases in this
manner will cite its sup-
posed “accuracy,” and push
back against the sugges-

tion that it might be racist.
Senator John Cornyn de-
fended referring to it as the
Chinese virus.

“China has been the
source of a lot of these vi-
ruses like SARS, like MERS
and swine flu,” he said.

“We're talking about
China, where these virus-
es emanate from,” he later
said.

Despite what Cornyn
and others might claim,
citing other examples of
names that refer to people
or places does not excuse
continuing to use the same
practice. Naming diseases
like this serves as a means
of ostracizing people.

Numerous reports of
violent attacks, both ver-
bal and physical, against
Asian-Americans occurred

in the past few weeks, per-
petrated by those who buy
into the idea that China has
to serve as the scapegoat
for this outbreak. Identify-
ing one group of people to
blame for a pandemic only
serves as a form of fear-
mongering and reinforces
racist ideas among Ameri-
cans.

When we call illnesses
Singapore virus, Chinese
virus or swine flu, it shifts
the focus away from com-
bating the outbreak and
toward the myth that some
place or group of people
must be at fault for a prob-
lem that affects millions of
people.

Even if a specific source
for this pandemic does
exist, dwelling on that
serves little purpose when

Photo illustration by Chelsea Wood

the problem is this wide-
spread. It absolves the U.S.
government of much of
their responsibility to pro-
tect their citizens, which
they need to be held ac-
countable for.

Violating World Health
Organization policy and
reinforcing outdated rac-
ist practices that should
never have been practiced
to begin with will not end
this pandemic any sooner,
nor make dealing with it
any better. The only peo-
ple that benefit from such
ideas are those who do not
understand that we are all
at risk and need to be tak-
ing action, the same as ev-
eryone around us.
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If it wasn't already obvious, we need universal healthcare

The U.S. healthcare system isn't built to handle a pandemic because it’s not built to help everyone

by Rachel Marty

A 17-year-old boy from
Lancaster, California died in
March due to COVID-19 com-
plications. After having serious
respiratory problems the boy
went to an urgent care facili-
ty. The facility denied care due
to lack of insurance. While en
route to the closest public hos-
pital, the boy went into cardiac
arrest and died hours later.

“But by the time he got there
[the local public hospital], it
was too late,” Lancaster Mayor
R. Rex Parris said.

After the boy passed,
doctors confirmed he had
COVID-109.

The tragic death of this
17-year-old boy shows the
obvious divide and unfair
treatment within the U.S.
healthcare system. If the boy
had been insured or afflu-
ent enough to pay upfront for
whatever treatment he need-
ed, he would have received
care and possibly still be alive.

There are 6,146 hospitals
in the United States. Some are
community owned, some are
owned by the state or govern-
ment, and some are privately
owned.

According to 2018 data
from the American Hospital
Association, 58% of communi-
ty-owned hospitals in the U.S.
are non-profit. Out of all U.S.
hospitals, 21% are for-profit.

There is a distinct separa-
tion in our healthcare system,
but it’s not just about where
hospital funding comes from
and goes. Hospitals also differ
when it comes to if patients ac-
tually receive healthcare.

In 1986 Congress passed
the Emergency Medical and
Treatment Labor Act, which
restricts all hospitals from de-
nying care to patients based on
a lack of insurance or ability
to pay. But this hasn’t stopped
privately owned hospitals from
denying care to uninsured pa-
tients. In a pandemic, this can
have deadly consequences.

Universal healthcare works
to prevent these situations.
The Netherlands has univer-
sal healthcare and is taking a
completely different approach
to dealing with COVID-19.

March 16, Netherlands
Prime Minister Mark Rutte
made an address to the nation.

“The reality is that in the
near future a large part of the
Dutch population will be in-
fected with the virus,” he said.

He went on to introduce a
concept called group immuni-

“Those who have had the
virus are usually immune af-
terwards,” he said. “Just like
in the old days with measles.
The larger the group that is im-
mune, the less chance that the
virus will jump to vulnerable
elderly people and people with
poor health. With group im-
munity you build, as it were, a
protective wall around them.”

This is similar to what Unit-
ed Kingdom Chief Science Ad-
viser Sir Patrick Vallance calls
herd immunity. Herd immuni-
ty is the idea of letting the pop-
ulation be exposed and even-
tually become immune.

Although the Netherlands
has closed some facilities like
schools and restaurants, that

might not be the case for long.
Rutte believes a lockdown will
not stop COVID-19. He also
has much more confidence in
the Netherlands’ hospitals and
healthcare system than the
U.S. has in its own systems
“We build immunity and
ensure that the healthcare sys-
tem can handle it,” Rutte said.
“With the aim that nursing
homes, in-home care, hospi-
tals and especially intensive
care units are not overloaded.
So that there is always suffi-
cient capacity to help the peo-
ple who are most vulnerable.”
“We cannot and will not
close our eyes to the econom-

ic consequences of this crisis,”
Rutte said near the end of his
speech.

Rutte is obviously con-
cerned with the economy of
his nation, but he also seems
relatively confident that the
Netherlands healthcare sys-
tem could support their en-
tire population if infected by
the virus. It’s important to
note, the Netherlands pays for
their universal healthcare ser-
vices through taxes as well as
a monthly premium payed by
individuals.

This is very different from
the current situation in the
U.S. By all accounts, our

Graphic by Chelsea Wood

healthcare system couldn’t
handle the whole population
getting infected by the corona-
virus. Hence the need to flat-
ten the curve.

Even with social distancing
rules in place, cities like New
York are struggling to find per-
sonal protective equipment
or have enough intensive care
unit beds for infected patients.
Whether or not herd immu-
nity is an effective or morally
acceptable approach, the U.S.
healthcare system isn’t built to
handle it because it’s not built
to help everyone.

O P 1IN 1O IN | ————
Even if you're sick of them, don’t take your partner for granted
Social distancing has strained my relationship, so be grateful if you're still with your partner

by Alexis Parra

Social distancing life isn’t
much different from my usual
life. ’'m not physically going
to school or work anymore,
but I'm doing my assignments
in bed like I normally would.
My free time before quaran-
tine would consist of doing
homework, eating, watching
movies with my roommate and
spending time with my part-
ner. There’s only one of those
things that I can’t do any-
more—spending time with my
partner—and it’s the one that
hurts the most.

Life was busy before the
days of sheltering in place,
and I hadn’t seen my partner
much. We vowed after spring
break we would spend more
time together since I was going
to be leaving after graduation
and they will be staying up
here. But now it looks like our
long-distance relationship has
started a lot sooner.

Some of my friends have
said they were tired of being
quarantined with their part-
ner because they were getting
on their nerves and they just
needed space. When social
distancing started, there were
a lot of memes going around
about how women trapped
their partners in their houses
with them so that they can talk
about their issues and the part-
ners can’t go anywhere. That’s
funny, but you shouldn’t need
a quarantine to finally talk
about your issues. You should
be able to do that all the time.

China reported a spike in
the divorce rate and the same is
expected for the United States.
Due to the quarantine, peo-

ple’s daily lives have changed
and they aren’t used to being
stuck with their partners all
day. Which is understandable,
but also sad. I would love to be
stuck inside with my partner
during this quarantine. We've
talked a lot more which is nice,
but actually having them un-
der the same roof as me would
hit differently.

If you find yourself being

in quarantine with your part-
ner, but want to get away from
them, there are little things you
can do for some space. Maybe
put yourself in another room
if you have another room—but
if you don’t, maybe take a nice
long shower.

Instead of both of you going
to the grocery store together,
make a list and have only one
of you go. I would hope that

you wouldn’t need to distance
yourselves and that this time
would be enjoyable for you
two, but maybe that’s just be-
cause I wish I could be watch-
ing movies or getting creative
with my partner.

If you're stuck with your
partner and are getting an-
noyed with the way they do
the dishes or something small
like that, well, get over it. Ei-

Graphic by Chelsea Wood

ther tell them it bothers you
or take over the task. There
are so many people out there,
like myself, that would rather
be stuck in a room with their
partner no matter how much
they annoy them, not to men-
tion all the single people that
wish they had a partner to be
quarantined with.
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AMES WILDE

Editor-in-Chief

The last two semesters working on The
Lumberjack have held some of the best times

of my life—even with the blackouts and the
pandemic. In The Lumberjack | found a family of
fellow dedicated media makers. | had no idea what
| was getting into joining a student paper, but as a
graduating senior, I'd recommend it to anyone.
Thank you to everyone I've worked with on The
Lumberjack. Special thanks to the following folks
(apologies to anyone not getting a shout out):
Adviser Deidre Pike, for endlessly supporting all of
us and pushing me to do more and do better.

The semester-long production crew: Collin

Slavey, for redefining deadlines. Jen Kelly and Sam
Papavasiliou, for making everything we did look
better. Grace Caswell, for making me laugh and
killing that calendar. And to Chelsea Wood, for
being a kickass managing editor | could rely on the
whole semester.

I'll miss the paper, sure, but much more than that,
I'll miss these lovely people.

Science Editor
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' \ ' bright smiles.

ETH FINNEGAN

Web Editor

Hil I'm Seth and I'm the web editor for The
Lumberjack. That means that I'm in charge of
putting up the majority of stories onto our website
and making sure they're all tagged and look pretty.

This has been my first semester with the LJ and
| have loved it. The people here are passionate
about what they do and always willing to help
out newcomers. Plus there's almost nothing
better than working on a story, going through
the interview and editing process and then
finally getting to see your name in the paper
and knowing you helped supply the news to the
Humboldt community.

| highly recommend joining the L) team!

As science editor, | had the privilege to record the words of bright minds. ‘q
Brilliant biologists, awesome ornithologists and creative geologists all have I

something neat to say. When | was welcomed into journalism, my colleagues A\
were patient and funny. They showed me the tone of The Lumberjack was d A
friendly, and set to the tempo of laughter. In my own writing, | try to set a X
friendly tone and punctuate my own with laughs. | think | made people smile i

HELSEA WOOD

Managing Editor

The last three semesters on The Lumberjack staff
as a reporter, video editor and now managing
editor have been an amazing learning experience.
Because of this publication | had the opportunity
to explore and establish new skills through
storytelling and education. One of my favorite
things of this experience was connecting to the
HSU campus through my advice column, Ask
Evergreen. The staff is a wild bunch who always
make things entertaining and exhilarating. While
we faced blackouts and pandemics, nothing
stopped us from getting our job done. I'm very
fortunate for my time with The Lumberjack and
look forward to the continuation of the next
chapter.

Layout Editor

EET THE LUMBERJACK STAFF

EN KELLY

Photo Editor, Layout Editor

‘ Being an editor on The Lumberjack gave me the

chance to throw my creative products out into

the world. I've learned that | can think about what
I'm doing for months and go over every possible
reaction | might get from people, but I'll still never
have any idea of where most of it lands. | just need
to miss the neighbors window. The reactions |

got this semester were overwhelmingly good

and constantly remind me that it's worth doing
what | do. I've had people tell me they worked

up the courage to get an STD because of an
article I wrote. That blew me away. | get so happy
when people tell me | introduced them to a new
perspective on an issue they cared about. But of
course, what is positive for one person can be
negative to another. I'll never have every person's
perspective. | need to be cautious, but putting
anything of yourself out in the world is always a
risk. This semester proved to me that it's worth

it for me. I'll be back next semester in some way,
shape or form, so I'll be seeing ya.

finished paper.

CHEL MARTY
Social Media Manager

I'm happy to say that this is my second year
writing for The Lumberjack and my first year
serving as the social media manager. The
Lumberjack is an amazing and welcoming
environment for writers to explore their skills and
expand their journalism interests. | love engaging
others through local news and sharing the
extraordinary stories of Humboldt State students.
The weekly paper that we produce is always a
prized work of art with hours of hard work packed
onto every page. | look forward to discovering
the endless stories and perspectives Humboldt
State has to offer and continuing my work for The
Lumberjack.

AM PAPAVASILIOU

Working on The Lumberjack has been a lot of fun. I've done layout,
made graphics and written a couple stories. It's tough at times but it's
a lot of fun getting to see everyone's hard work come together on each

EN ZAWILSKI

Video Editor

I'm Benjamin Zawilski, and | officially served as
video editor for this semester. | got to help produce
for The Lumberjack’s YouTube channel, both
applying and improving my skills that I've learned
in my career as a film major at Humboldt State
University.

In addition, I've also achieved several milestones in
my endeavors as a journalist this semester, writing
articles and taking photos for important topics

to help inform and inspire our readers. It's been
endlessly compelling to work with such brilliant
people as our staff, and | am so incredibly grateful
for the dedication and innovation I've observed in
them this semester




4 RACE CASWELL

Life and Arts Editor

The Lumberjack is truly an unforgettable
experience. After three semesters working as

a reporter and life and arts editor, | continue to
commit to wanting to do more. The freedom
within the newsroom is unlike any space on
campus. It truly is a homey hub for igniting
creativity and bouncing ideas off of fellow staff
brainiacs. Although this semester was faced with
trial and tribulation, after repeated blackouts and
the current pandemic state, the staff remained
committed to serving our student body. That kind
of selfless commitment to continue under these
difficult circumstances was extremely empowering
and inspiring as a journalist. This kind of close,
interconnected family atmosphere makes it hard
to let seniors go. | cherish every late production
night on Tuesday, where delusional memories
make history (and the quote wall). It was an honor
working alongside this staff, | have learned so
much and grown immensely as a journalist and for
that | am so thankful.

Opinions Editor

B

MEET THE LUMBERJACK STAFF

1 HOMAS LAL

Sports Editor

When | agreed to be the Sports Editor for The
Lumberjack, | never expected that all sports
would be canceled in the middle of their seasons.
Even with just this short time though, it has been
an absolute privilege to cover the teams on
campus, and | feel very lucky to have been able
to get to know our student athletes while sharing
their stories. From being posted up under the
basketball net to dodging foul balls on the softball
field, covering athletics here is one of the most
rewarding things I've done. Thank you to the
writers who | worked with this semester, and of
course a big thank you to James and Chelsea for
keeping us going through it all!

o

Layout Editor

e

ALKER B. TRUE

News Editor

My first semester on The Lumberjack has been .
historic, both in its content and its meaning to me. |

found comradery amongst my fellow newsies and

a place to call home in the editing room. ‘

| joined as news editor with no experience editing,
or managing, or really anything that qualified me
for this position, but quickly | found expertise
through experience. My fellow editors, | appreciate
each and every one of you for allowing me to
share space and ideas with you, and for laughing
at 40-60% of my jokes, respectively.

| think the most momentous lesson for me is that

| still have so much to learn, to improve on and to
work towards. Thank you for crushed deadlines,
caring community and cold, calculating, alliterative

LEXIS PARRA

| was questioning myself and my work a lot, and ever since | joined The
Lumberjack, | never questioned myself again—which is nice since I'm
graduating. I've learned so much from my peers, our amazing advisor

Deidre, and surprisingly myself. I'm so grateful to have been able to put out

a paper with people | adore and who are just as passionate as me. The 3
work I've done for The Lumberjack this semester as a writer and the opinion
editor has been some of my favorite work. | can't wait to take everything I've

A % learned wherever | write next.
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OPHIA ESCUDERO

Copy Editor

This past semester | have been a copy editor at
The Lumberjack. As a person who liked English
class a bit too much as a kid, I've enjoyed the
experience of correcting people. The work has
been pretty easy in my opinion, just looking things
over for spelling and grammatical errors, and it
hasn't been too time-consuming. Honestly, I find it
relaxing. | would recommend this to anyone who's
good at spelling and punctuation and likes having
something to do.

| have struggled somewhat with writing my own
articles this semester. It has been difficult to

keep up with it on top of other work. | am also a
perfectionist, and will often not complete things
ontime or at all if | cannot be satisfied with them.
Overall, | would say that | have enjoyed this
semester and intend to come back next year.

AN

Hello!

!

KYLAR GAVEN

v Copy Editor

| was very happy to be back on The Lumberjack
this semester—Ilet's just say it was full of surprises.

8 This semester on LJ | was assigned as a copy
| editor. Most of my homework was reading all of
the eye-catching stories our writers produce. Copy
editing has given me skills | can take with me as |
continue my career in journalism. I've realized how
crucial it is for each story to get a thorough edit
and how little mistakes can be found anywhere.

The LJ had to adjust quickly this semester. Though
challenging, | believe this pandemic made all of
us even stronger as journalists. As | continue with
LJ next semester, | will miss all the graduating
seniors. | want to express my utmost gratitude

- for making my journalism experience at HSU

SH RAMIREZ

My name's Ash and I'm a layout editor for The Lumberjack. | have had a
great time being a part of such an amazing newspaper and would like to
thank everyone who helped along the way. Whether it was helping out with
pages, or even just saying the funniest things that brighten the mood, you all
made staying up until 10 p.m. bearable (yes, | know I'm a total grandma). Wish
everyone the best in the future and in health!

ESSICA LEWIS

Copy Editor

| say go for it. Even if you're a little unsure like | was
when | responded to a department-wide email
about staff openings for The Lumberjack. Yes | had
to do my own miniature crash course on AP Style,
but it was definitely worth it. Being an English
major, and I'm sure others can relate, | got used to
being able to do things at the last minute. Need an
eight-page essay written four hours before 11:59
p.m.? I'm your girl. But seriously, working as a copy
editor for The Lumberjack helped me combat this
habit because if | slack off it impacts others who
are just trying to do their job. Overall, it was a great
opportunity and I'm happy | took the leap.
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Meet Humboldt State's new athletic director

Jane Teixeira
begins new
position as head
of Humboldt
State athletics

by Thomas Lal

Humboldt State has a new
permanent athletic director
for the first time since 2016 in
Jane Teixeira, who officially
started the job April 6. With
COVID-19 ending all sports at
HSU for the semester, Teixeira
has been adjusting to the area
and the position as much as
she can.

“I've enjoyed my time
exploring as much as I can
under the circumstances,”
Teixeira said. “It was an
interesting drive up here to try
to make the change in location
in these unprecedented times.
Beautiful landscape coming
up here, and I'm really happy
to be here. Every morning it’s
nice to hear the chickens that
are across the street and be a

part of this great community.”

Even without the luxury
of meeting people in person,
Teixeira has hit the ground
running and is doing her best
to make connections with

Photo courtesy of HSU Athletics

people and learn more about
the athletics department and
whereit fits into the university.

“A lot of my two weeks
have been built upon building
relationships,” Teixeira

said. “Getting to know what
the staff needs, what they
want. Where our gaps are,
where we stand financially—
obviously in these times
things are difficult—and
how can athletics contribute
to getting better under the
circumstances  with  the
university as a whole.”

With the loss of football
still recent in people’s
memories and budget
management on the horizon,
Teixeira said interacting
with the community around
Humboldt State and listening
to what they have to say will
be important for her.

“'m willing to listen,”
Teixeira said. “I may not have
the answers, I may not be
able to give them what they
want right away or at all, but
I'm willing to listen. And I'm
willing to take their points
and understand them and say,
‘Hey, have you thought about
this?’ or, “That’s a great point.
I've never thought about that,
let me see what we can figure
out with that.” We’re looking
forward to working hand in
hand and side by side with the
Humboldt County community

and all of our alumni.”

Teixeira also aims to focus
on bringing in more quality
student-athletes and using
athletics as awayto bring more
students to Humboldt State
and give them opportunities.

“It’s all about opportunity,”
Teixeira said. “Because you
never know when that one
opportunity happens for a
student that may change their
life forever. It can happen just
like that. And that’s why I'm
in this business.”

For Teixeira, the roster
expansions would be a
chance for student athletes
who may get overlooked to
have a chance to showcase
themselves.

“You never know when you
get that one student who the
lightbulb goes off for them
and it changes their whole
entire world. So giving them
an opportunity if we expand
our rosters a little bit, you
never know. You may get that
diamond in the rough.”

Coach continues creatmg commumty

Arcata High

School s

computer science teacher

creates community for

‘videogamers

PRIVATE OUTDOOR HOT TUBS
TRADITIONAL SAUNA CABINS

AND TUBS

Sun-Thurs:

11 am - 11pm

Fri-Sat: 11 am - midnight

OPEN EVERY DAY
INCLUDING SUNDAYS & HOLIDAYS

CORNER 5TH
822-2228 FOR RESERVATIONS

& |, ARCATA

by Walker B. True

Jason Sidell is an Arcata
High School teacher
responsible for their Makers
Program and esports team.
The Makers Program is a
curriculum written by Sidell,
designed to engage computer
skills, wood shop tools and
various other equipment to
make anything the students
want to create.

This year Sidell coached the
Arcata High School esports
team that played their first
season this spring. Fisher
Boroughs is one of the team’s
League of Legends players who
just started playing the game
this season.

“He [Sidell] doesn’t
know much about League of
Legends,” Boroughs said. “He
knew as much as me, which
is basically nothing when it
started.”

Sidell says it’s a lot more like
an organized sport than people
would imagine. It has all of the
same stakes of ranking, a team
name, regular practices and all
of your fellow gamers sitting
right next to you.

“It’s been more intense than
I thought it would be,” Sidell
said.

Anthony Womack is a senior
on the Rocket League team
and is in his second year of the
Makers class. He describes the
Makers class as an incredibly
open environment where Sidell
encourages students to follow
their own ideas as well as giving
those less inspired something
to begin with.

“You're just making your
own independent projects,”
Womack said. “That’s pretty
much the only assignment, just
make something.”

He recalls building an
electric guitar from scratch
as being his most impressive
project he’s completed in the
class.

“T  would spend every
single lunch inside the class,”
Womack said. “I wouldn’t even
eat most of the time because I
would just be busy working on
stuff.”

Sidell graduated from
Loyola University in Chicago
with a degree in biology but
wasn’t sure what direction to
take it. On a whim, he took a

vacation down to Baja with a
childhood friend of his, but
when he drove his friend up
to Humboldt County, he never
left.

“I'love the Pacific Northwest
and the environment up here,”
Sidell said. “I just fell in love
with it.”

Like many others moving to
Humboldt, Sidell had trouble
finding employment. He first
landed a dish washing job at
Golden Harvest Cafe, then
found work through AmeriCorp
for two years.

“I made a lot of connections
in education that way,” Sidell
said.

He would lead backpacking
trips on the Lost Coast Trail
and can remember the positive
impact it had on the youth who
had never left the Northern
Humboldt metropolis of Arcata
and Eureka. Sidell began work
on his Master’s in education
focusing on curriculum writing.
At the same time he began
part-time work at another non-
profit run by Carol Newetts,
called Tiffany’s Garden for
Children.

The program he headed
was called CyberTribe. It
was set up as a youth-run
computer business where
teens would teach each other
how to use certain programs
including graphic design and
fixing computers. They would
take on paying jobs from the
community like graphic design
and web design work.

“It was 20 years ago, but I
still remember all those kids’
names,” Sidell said. “It was a
really empowering experience.”

Sidell taught a variety of
programs to the youth at

Photo by Walker B. True
(From Left) John Gerving, Jonah Moore and Seth Simmons playing Rocket
League on Feb. 20. Coach Jason Sidell watches intently from behind.

CyberTribe, but a program that
could be used to make video
games became very popular.
After seeing the interest, Sidell
told his boss that he thought
that it could be taught as a
high school course. His boss
agreed and Sidell created a
six week module for the video
game development course that
he began teaching across the
county.

“I think I've taught at just
about every high school in
Northern Humboldt,” Sidell
said. “I remember one year I
would teach in the morning at
McKinleyville High, and then a
class at Eureka High and then
I'd end up at Fortuna High in
the afternoon.”

After 15 years of work all
around the county, Sidell settled
down at Arcata High School
where he wrote the curriculum
for the Makers program after
finding a grant focused on
encouraging STEM at the high
school level. The funding he
secured solidified his own place
at Arcata High, assuming that
interest remained.

“It was a great feeling,”
Sidell said. “Especially because
I had been struggling year-to-
year to maintain my job.”

Sidell believes he was meant
tobe ateacher and is passionate
about creating a space that
welcomes and respects his
students. He believes that the
best way to positively impact
the world and leave a good
mark on it is through teaching.

“If you can teach someone
an idea and give them skills,”
Sidell said, “that knowledge
and information can be passed
on through history.”
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President Tom Jackson’s abduction

BY WELSEA CHOQD

Humboldt State
University President
Tom Jackson vanished
earlier this semester be-
fore the COVID-19 out-
break. However, not due
to preemptive protec-
tion planning against the
pandemic, but because
of an alien abduction.

It appears President
Jackson fell, or rather as-
cended, off the face of the
Earth. In an exclusive in-
terview with The Dumber-
jack, we've gathered state-
ments from his colleagues.

Dr. Anon Y. Muss,
from the HSU Conspira-
cy Department, weighed
in on the event and the
probability of his resurface
somewhere near the melt-
ing of ice sheets in Ant-
arctica with Nicaraguan
president, Daniel Ortega.

“As our nation’s
president would put it,
‘We've never seen any-
thing like this before, and
it’s true,” Muss said. “We've

never experienced an in-
terstellar encounter with
such hard evidence before.”

Muss  highlighted
the facts as to Jackson’s
potential return occurring
in the middle of nowhere.
“Hell either show up in
Antarcticaorthe American
Dakotas as they correlate
with similar astral align-
ments, according to my
calculations,” Muss said.

President Jackson’s
abduction was recorded

on campus security cam-
eras earlier this semester,
however, UPD failed to
notify campus. Jackson
was last seen walking to
his car in the secret, un-
derground parking garage
reserved for him and HSU
board directors located
under the now football-va-

cant Redwood Bowl
Humboldt State
police  denied com-

menting on the matter.
Rumors of Jackson’s

Photo courtesy PixaBay.com

disappearance circulated,
including those of ideas
that he escaped to Cuba
to visit Elvis and Tupac as
well as thoughts of him be-
ing locked in the Founders
Hall basement as punish-
ment for improper seismic
retrofitting on behalf of
the Geology Department.

“I can assure you
we do not have Tom in
our basement,” Rick Ter-
scle, HSU’s esteemed
crystal healing geology

professor, said. “Howev-
er, I cannot comment on
whether or not there are
bodies in the basement.”

Regardless of
the outlandish rumors,
Tom Jackson’s evapora-

tion has left shockwaves
throughout campus.

Stewart “Stew” Dent,
a first year minecraftology
student, commented on
the effects of Jackson’s ab-
sence. “I was really look-
ing forward to interacting
with Tom more this se-
mester. I really just wanted
to pick his brain, mine it
for inspiration,” Dent said.

The  Dumberjack
will soon release the sur-
veillance video of Presi-
dent Tom Jackson’s abduc-
tion after our checks for
doctoring are complete.
Until then, stay home
and stay un-abductable.

#Wherespresidentjackson

Pokémon run rampant in the streets across the globe

BY CAKQOTA DOX

When the wonder-
ful world of Pokémon was
first brought to life with
Pokémon Go in July 2016,
no one could have antic-
ipated the impact of the
COVID-19  quarantine.

Withoutany trainers
to capture them, Pokémon
populations have already
begun to incline. The most
significant impact has tak-
en place in Italy, where the
quarantine has been in
place since the 23rd anni-
versary of the death of The
Notorious B.I.G., and poi-
son-type Pokémon cur-
rently overflow the streets.

Apparently immune
to COVID-19, Pokémon
have their own virus,
known as Pokérus. Similar
to COVID-19, the virus
appears out of nowhere
and spreads like wildfire
once it's been contract-
ed. Unlike COVID-19,
Pokérus brings substan-
tial health benefits to the
host, with no drawbacks.
Professor Oak explains
the effect of the virus.

*The content
not reflect
despite the

The

“When you lev-
el one of your Pokémon
up by battling, their stats
will increase higher than
usual,” Oak said. “The rea-
son for this is because the
Pokérus doubles the Effort
Points you've obtained”

Pokérus, paired
with increased populations
has provoked unusual be-
havior in the Pokémon
kingdom. Tentacool are
washing up on the East
Coast, in the thousands,
due to overcrowding.
Empty plains of the Mid-
West have become pollut-
ed by Galarian Meowth.
And here, in Humboldt,
we have seen an unprec-
edented migration of ev-
eryone’s favorite Pokémon,
Zubat. The HSU dorms
are an exception, as a mas-
sive pack of Cloyster have
already claimed the terri-
tory. We sat down for an
exclusive interview with
Team Rocket Grunt to
discuss how this will im-
pact their organization.
“These damn bats are

in this volume of
Lumberjack and
special

occasional

are everywhere,” Grunt

said. “We cant get a
fucking  thing  done!”
Unfortunately, by

the very nature of com-
mon Pokémon, they are
most impacted by the
quarantine lifestyle. With
high production rates
and no trainers to keep
them in check, common
Pokémon have begun
to take over the world.

Weve had re-
ports of hostile Pikachu,
throughout the states, in
packs as large as sever-
al hundred. Jigglypuft is
also beginning to pose
aseriousthreat, puttingen-
tire cities to sleep, as herds
make their way across
the states, in thousands.

“I was out for like a
week,” Grunt said. “When I
woke up [ wasin themiddle
of the street in nothing but
my briefs. On top of thaty 1
think I lost like 10 pounds.”

Non-confron-

tational in nature,
Jigglypuff, like many
Pokémon, ~were forced

iIS an

feature

out of their homeland by
the rapidly-expanding
Eevee population. Hav-
ing quintupled twice over
since the pandemic first
began, the Eevee popu-
lation is currently more
than double that of any
other Pokémon, soon to
be triple. As a result of
the massive growth of
the FEevee population,
amongst other Pokémon,
the Pokémon formerly
known as Mr. Mime has
gone extinct. Saffron City
Gym Leader specializing
in psychic type, Sabrina,
was devastated by the loss.

in The

Photo courtesy of the Pokémon Go Presé Kit

“I was just scrolling the
Gram when I found out,’
Sabrina said. “It was
like when Bella hit Dob-
by with that knife”
This, unfortunately, does
not appear to be an iso-
lated case. With the mas-
sive introduction of new
common Pokémon to the
population, many rare
Pokémon have been forced
to seek refuge in isolated
regions of the world. At the
current rate of population
growth, however, itappears
to be only a matter of time
before we say goodbye to
another beloved Pokémon.

The Dumberjack parody news does
entirely seperate

publication
Lumberjack. *
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Brutally honest 2020 astrology

BY ELASMO JELLY

Aries: Your stars have plans for
you. Unfortunately for you, your
stars are idiots. They mean well,
but they’re the type of stars to
die of something unfathomable
like getting a natty light lodged
in their aorta. How did it get
there? No one knows. At their
funeral, their bros all solemnly
pour one out for their lost homie.
A natty light, to be specific. The
shear volume of natty light de-
stroys the flora of the graveyard
for generations to come. So good
luck with those divine plans.

Taurus: As the oldest sign,
you have an old soul. You have
wisdom beyond your years. Un-
fortunately for you, souls age as
humans do. Badly. Your soul is
starting to die. You will live the
rest of your life as a soulless husk.
This is great news! Perhaps con-
sider this the push you need to
switch over to a business major.

Gemini: You will take up an
interest in astrology. It's a fate
that's drowned many brave souls

in the waters of pseudoscience,
but Gemini are adaptable to ex-
treme situations. You will learn
about rising signs, cylinders,
angles, operandum, , aspects,
rays, axes, and whatever else. If
you can tell me which of those
words doesn't apply to astrology,
the darkness has already grabbed
ahold of your flailing limbs.

Cancer: The adult human
body averages out at about 65
percent water by weight. That's
around 14 gallons of water on av-
erage. Scientists of the future will
be baffled by how you will man-
age to cry 20 gallons of water per
day for the next year. You should
be left a shriveled corpse, waiting
for the wind to simply batter you
into a fine powder. But somehow
you will live on. Congratulations!

Leo: Happiness awaits you.
You won't find it today and it
won't be here tomorrow. It won't
be here next week or next year.
The far future looks bleak too, but
the distant future? Looking up.

ViI’gO: I'm sorry. Not for you,
but for everyone around you. I
would ask you to support them in
this difficult time, but you're why
they’re having a difficult time.

Libra: Youwve been weigh-
ing a difficult decision lately.
It could have horrible conse-
quences if you chose the wrong
path. One path will lead you to
a life of fulfilment. The other
path will lead you into a hellish
dimension of complete chaos.

Scorpio: I know what you did.
Its bad and you know its bad.
You thought you couldn't sink
to that deep a level, but you're a
Scorpio—of course you could.
You'll never change, but you'll get
better at hiding the consequenc-
es of simply being who you are.
Don't worry, only the stars know.
And since the stars know, I know.
And I write for a newspaper.

Sagittarius: Your next trip is
going to be bad. No matter what
kind of trip you apply that to.

After said bad trip, absolutely do
not convey your experiences in
any way. The consequences will be
immediate and horrific. Not be-
cause the universe will smite you
for revealing its dark secrets, but
because everyone’s bored of you.

Capricorn: We all like to
bully the odd Virgo here and
there, but you are truly the worst
of the signs. Coming to terms
with how awful you are is the
secret to your success. Once you
move past your inherent unlik-
ability, the real work can begin.

Aquarius: Your life will be a
series of ups and downs. Success-
es and failures. Loves and losses.
In the end, you will be glad to
have lived it. You'll be able to let
go in the end. What comes next is
what bothers me. The stars usu-
ally can give me a pretty good
picture of life after death, but the
stars can't see where you go. Huh.

Pisces: Oh god, you should
get that looked at.

Do-it-yourself 5-step hazmat fashion

BY ELASMO JELLY

Spring is in the air and
summer is almost here which
means it’s time to take your out-
fits up a notch! You might have
heard about something taking the
fashion world by storm recently.
That's right, its not just spring
that's in the air, it's the corona-
virus! Its a hot new trend, and I
wouldn’t want anyone to miss out
on the fun. Here’s a fab new outfit
for the season that you can make
at home. Brush up your DIY skills
with this new pandemic flip!

1- To start out you'll need a
hazmat suit. Make sure you get
the right one for you. Level A is
preferable, but Level B might be
all you can get. Whatever you do,
make sure it’s fully encapsulating.
You want the splash protection at
the very least.

2- Now heres the fun part.
We're taking this one piece bore
and turning it into a trendy two

piece. You'll need scissors capable
of piercing the vapor protecting
material of the suit, some elastic
and some fabric glue!

3- Cut the hazmat suit in half
at a bit above belly button level,
then turn the pants portion inside
out. Roll down the cut edge of the
pants portion as if you were roll-
ing up a sleeve, then glue it down
to make a gap all around the top
edge of the pant for the elastic.

4- Thread the elastic through the
gap and glue it together to make a
snug ring around the waist.

5- Repeat with the bottom edge
of the top part.

And there you have it!
Rock your two-piece hazmat suit
with confidence. Will it protect
you from airborne pathogens,
deadly gas, toxic chemicals, or
flames? No! But think about what
kind of person you want to be.
Id rather die fab and trendy than
live in the world of yesterday’s
fashion.

"

. corona_fashion
Nard

corona_fashion
#covidlife...

rafael_v_ @

[llustration by Pam Sapavasiliou

Play Tic—Tac Toe
Wit The Pumberjack

Our moves have already been filled in!
By Pam Sapavasiliou

*The content in this volume of The
Dumberjack parody news does
not reflect The Lumberjack and is
an entirely separate publication
despite the occassional special

feature

in The Lumberjack. *
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Paranormal
infection
plagues
Aracta’s Elm
Street

The stay-at-home or-
ders spur paranormal
activity for the Arcata
residents of Elm Street

Photo Courtesy of Pixabay

BY RVAN IAMIREZ

Lizzie Towntowns was
in her bathroom. The windows
started closing by themselves.
The door shut suddenly.
She didn't know what to do.

The shelter-in-place order
has dramatically impacted residents
of haunted houses. Paranormal
activity has been more commonly
reported. The spirits want the house
to themselves. The quarantine is
not allowing them to have that.

Towntowns is a Humboldt
State  University student who
recently rented a house before the
quarantine happened, but she didn't
think it would be haunted. She
only liked it because it was cheap.

“I didn't believe in that
stuff, said Towntowns. “People
warned me that the house was
haunted but I rented the house
because it was cheap. I used money
that I got from Oh Snap to pay forit.”

Towntowns explains
that it happened when she
started singing in the shower.
“People always told me I sucked
at singing, said Towntowns.
‘I didn't believe them, but
after [ started singing in the
shower the house came alive”

Robert ~ Bobbypins is
Towntown’s neighbor. Bobbypins
has lived in the neighborhood
since 2008. He explains that the
entire block is haunted and that
it is very easy to anger the spirits.
They live on Elm Street in Arcata.

“Tve been here for over
10 years and I love the ghosts’
said Bobbypins. “Its easy to get
them angry. I just tell them to get
out of my house, then everything
starts to move. I dont know—
we have this weird relationship.”

Bobbypins explains
with the quarantine in effect, the
spirits have been more active.
“I'm always home all the time. They
hate it. They always move my shoes
and change the channels on my tv.
I love it so much,” Bobbypins said.

Jasmine Bubbles is the
oldest living tennant on Elm
Street. Bubbles explains why the
block was originally haunted
and why they are so active now.
“When I was a little girl, all the
homeless people raided the houses
on the block. One of them didn't
know how to use the oven and
burned down a house. A tree
caught on fire and it spread to
the entire block. My family was
the only one alive. They've since
rebuilt all the houses on the block”

The residents of Elm
Street may be safe from COVID-19
in their homes, but are left
vulnerable to ghostly infections.

Check out our
website at:

dumberjack.wordpress.com
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