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El Centro de California
By Kacie “Kase” Figueroa 

Riverbank is located in the Central Valley of California. A location 
where instead of having palm trees swaying, we have our almond 
and peach orchards swaying and blowing their pollen up in the air. 
Instead of having the smell of sea salt in the air, we have the smell of 
cow manure.

Nevertheless, the smell goes away and all you can feel is the soft 
Delta breeze that comes down from Stockton. Riverbank is known as 
“the city of action” but the only action we get are the never-ending 
trains. Coming back home seeing the house covered in smoke and 
hearing a smoker’s cough everywhere because of los chiles cocinando 
en la estufa. Waking up early on a Saturday morning only to hear An-
tonio Solis blasting on the radio and the smell of Fabuloso all over 
the house. 

Hearing the phrase tienes el nopal en la frente when I forget a cer-
tain word in Spanish. Having conversations with mis hynas y vatos 
in “spanglish” when we forget some words in English or Spanish. 
El Valle Central es mi tierra and I know it will always be there when 
I need it the most. There’s a piece of the valley within me that will 
never go away no matter how far I go. 
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