Cal Poly Humboldt
Digital Commons @ Cal Poly Humboldt

Survey of Experiences During the Holocaust Oliner Altruism Research Archive

Survey of Experiences During the Holocaust

Louis Weissman

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.humboldt.edu/holocaust_survey


https://digitalcommons.humboldt.edu/
https://digitalcommons.humboldt.edu/holocaust_survey
https://digitalcommons.humboldt.edu/oliner
https://digitalcommons.humboldt.edu/holocaust_survey?utm_source=digitalcommons.humboldt.edu%2Fholocaust_survey%2F125&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

Y

This questionnaire is intended only for Jewish survivors of the Holocaust.

Survey of Experiences During the Holocaust

Through

your answers Jewish organizations and scholars hope to gain a better understanding

of the Holocaust.
to answer the questions.
to show your answer.

English or Yiddish version.

1f

When World War II began,
what country were you living in?

)
Yol A N D 5a1

How well did you speak the
language of that country,
for someone your age?

Fluently 6{i)
fairly well 2
poorly 35
very poorly or not at all

(spoke only Yiddish) 4

Which of the following best
describes the place you lived
in when the war started?

City 7¢1)
small town 2
village or countryside 3

When the war began, how old
were you? aa
[ 5

Many years have passed since
the war. How well do you
remember your war experiences?

Remember it vividly 8{1)
remember fairly well 2
forgot a lot of it 3
was too young to remember 4

IF TOO YOUNG TO REMEMBER, TURN IN THE
QUESTIONNAIRE

6.

During the war, how much time
did you spend in a ghetto?

Less than a year in)
3
4
5

[~

about two years

about three years

four years or more
never went to a ghetto

10.

We ask you to help by giving only a few minutes of your time
A1l you have to do on most questions is circle a number
Hundreds of survivors will be answering these anonymous
questionnaires, and the results will be statistically compiled.
identified in any report and you are not asked to sign your name.

No one will be
Use the following

Did you spend any time in a
concentration camp?

Less than a year 10-

about two years (ED
about three years 3
four years or more 4

never went to a camp 5

During the war, did you live
in a forest or remote mountain-
ous area?

Lived there as a fighter in

a partisan unit 1=
lived there only in hiding
both in hiding § as a partisan
no, never lived there

=

During the war, did you pass
as a non-Jew or hide among
non-Jews?

Yes, I was passing but not
hiding WA=
Yes, I was passing and also

hiding 2
Yes, but only by hiding 3
No, I never tried to pass or

hide among non-Jews 4

Those who survived the Holocaust
sometimes had to change from one
situation to another. Would you
describe yourself mainly as:

Concentration camp survivor 131
Someone who survived mainly
by hiding among non-Jews

and/or passing as a non-Jew 2

Someone who survived by hiding
in a forest or mountainous area 3

Someone who survived as a fighter
in a partisan unit 4
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In order to survive the war, 16.

many people needed some help.
In your case, did you receive:

no help at all 14-1
help only for a brief time 2
help more than once, but
irregularly 3
long and continuing help 4

IF YOU RECEIVED NO HELP AT ALL,
SKIP TO QUESTION NO. 2 4

12,

155

14,

During the war, when did you
get most of the help?

1174
near the end of the war lS;é)
in the middle of the war
earlier in the war 5
When you got the most help,
was it given to:
just you and your family IGQi)
you alone 2 18.

you and (unrelated) one
other person

you and a small group

you and a large group

Ul = A

Thinking about all the help
you received, was it from:

other Jews only 1L7/=10
from both Jews and non-Jews 2
from non-Jews only 5

ITF THE HELP WAS FROM JEWS ONLY,
SKIP TO QUESTION NO. 18

iS5

Were the non-Jews who

helped you:

strangers only 18-1
acquaintances or co-workers

or employers only 2
close friends and Christian

relatives only 3
both strangers and

acquaintances 4
both strangers and close

friends 5
both acquaintances and close

friends or relatives 6

Did the help involve:

shelter only 19-1
food, clothing or money only 2
warning only 3
both shelter and food or

clothing or money 4
both shelter and warning 5
both warning and food or

clothing or money 6
shelter and warning and

food, clothing or money 7
none of the above, but

other kinds of help 8
Did you receive any of the
following kinds of help?

illegal papers 20-1
medical care 2
both illegal papers and

medical care 3
neither kind of help 4

In general, which of the
following applies best to

the help you received from
other Jews (ANSWER IN COLUMN A)
And which applies best to

the help you received from
non-Jews (ANSWER IN COLUMN B)

A B
from Jews non-Jews

I would not have
received most of
the help without
paying or giving
something in
return Zel =il 22+
I paid or gave

something, but

would have received

most of help anyway 2 2

I did not pay or

give anything in

return for most

of the help 3 3

I did not get any
help from this

group 4 4
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19. How important do you feel the help you received from other Jews was in your
survival (ANSWER IN COLUMN A). And how important in your survival was the

help you received from non-Jews (ANSWER IN COLUMN B).

Could not have survived without it

It helped a lot, but could have survived without it
It had little or no effect on my survival

Did not get help from the group

IF HELPED BY JEWS ONLY, SKIP TO QUESTION #24

A B
from Jews non-Jews
23-1 24-1

A 2

(3) 3

4 4

20. Think of the NON-JEW who helped you the most. Would you please describe
what he or she was like when you first met, by making a check mark somewhere
along the line to show how much of each quality the person had?

very very
courageous / / / / / cowardly 25-
very not moral
moral / / / / / at all 26-
very very

unsel fish / / / / / selfish 27-
very very dependent
self-reliant / / /i / / on others 28-
very very

smart / / / / / stupid 29=
very very

lucky / / / / / unlucky  30-
strongly strongly
anti-Nazi / / / / / pro-Nazi 31-
very supportive strongly

of Jews generally / / / / / anti-Semitic 32-
strongly strongly
leftist / 7 / / / rightist 33-

21. Thinking of the non-Jew who helped you the most, which of the following

best describes that person:

old woman (over 60) 34- old man
middle-aged woman
young woman (under 35)

(SN WS

(over 60)
middle-aged man
young man (under 35)

22. What nationality was the non-Jew who helped you the most?

35-4
5
6

23. What was the occupation of the non-Jew who helped you the most?

7=
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As you know, many scholars are studying the Holocaust.

At the outbreak of the war,
compared to other Jews in
your locality, were you and
your family:

very well off 381%2
well off '
average 3
pooT 4
Very poor 5

What country are you living in now?

25. At that time, compared to most
other Jews, would you describe
yourself as:

totally assimilated SQE%D
somewhat assimilated

hardly assimilated 3
not assimilated at all 4

26. Check your SEX:

male 4022)
female

e

If there is something in

your experience as a survivor that you think would be valuable information for their
studies, please describe it in this space:

If at some future time you would not mind participating in these studies, please
indicate your name and address. -

22 Aé{Wé@g}%
2ty & SL
Flecatbng JYYEES

If undeliverable in Israel, return to Institute, 165 E. 56 St., N.Y.C. 10022, U.S.A.

4/15/81msc




ﬂé-

MR BORW L, 1IN PAyIIR varh L 26 » ]ORN PADY IR PR aApNLN ' IR L, 24
SN jasawra BhYpyT Y PAYTIR %229 Jynpx R by
$BIAPL IPRR JOR v
39"1 BIYHSNODOR JRIRY JOR
2 B9 3N%DR DYRY 38=1 ™ e
3 BIYHSPODR DY IP 2 ™0
e BRSPS NYDR 1Y) IR 3 TYoR*IWIN 1T
4 DyIR
IR BYF R, 6 5 DyIR Ty
4071 IRD
2 *19b
411 ZOXOR MR DIYIN TIRD pORN JOR L 27

DYBY BR DITD AR VIR L}3ANIA DPT PLINPIPL D R JWIRD L,DOPN VR n
YPABIAN J™r JPp ADYYBATASARY. PR JID_ITINR N JPI23APHIGASR A gnr (N
BT DY DIA™ITRA JIX DIX YITR D™ ,}PAINWIRD PAIYP™T IRD YIRRPIRDIOR

SITR DM L JPAIPARD ST PR JPNYI IR HMBIR BWIA JPUTA BHEN R 2% IR
JYDYIIR JIR JPDRI VYPR DAY IR B2

If undeliverable in Israel, return to Institute, 165 E. 56 St., N.Y.C., 10022, U.S.A.

4/15/81JB



	Survey of Experiences During the Holocaust
	tmp.1683150997.pdf.qnUl0

