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Barna Kiss (cont) -3-

VALERIE I gather you two knew each other when you were very very young?
MRS KISS  ...We met in 1939 ...I lived in Czechoslovakia--the part that was
occupied in 1938 by the Hungarians...and then in this town where I was living, °

Novzamky...

EVA Is this where you were born too?

MRS KISS Yes. And at this time he came for the Ministerium in the chemical

department. In 1914 he get a letter from his boss that if you don't stop the

friendship with the Jewish, then you will not fired but be transferred to other
city...he have there very good friends, my father and me, so he sent a letter

to them to resign...He went to Budapest. He was working as a salesman...Later
he had a store...Every year he goes in the army...That was another thing. He
had an offer from the army to be an active officer. But in this situation,

he can't have connection with Jewish, of course. And he said, thank you, I don't
wani ii...

VALERIE Were you involved in anything political in the cormnmitf?

MRS KISS When he came home to Hungary in 1937, he didn't even know that Hitler

exists...because he was on the ship.

EVA What year did you start o the ship?

MR KISS In '32.

VALERIE How did you first learn about Hitler?

MRS KISS  He come home and they call him into the ammy...He was having lunch
with the other officers and he heard that Hitler marched into Austria..,

VALERIE From what you're saying, anti-Semitism wasn't new in Hungary, It wax

going on for a long time. Did it get worse for Jews? When did you first become
aware of what was ha.ppening. .o

MRS KISS My parents live in a small town in 1940...it was impossible,.,they
break our windows; they make swastikas on our walls, on the street, on our houseg,
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- Barna Kiss (cont) - -5-

He like animals, flowers, kids.
EVA What would you say is the most important value that he taught you?
MRS KISS He had not too much connection with the children because he was a
very busy man who wéke up at 4:00 o'clock in the morning and was out at the famm
the whole day...At this time they didn't have a car; they go with horse § buggy.
When he came home, he just ate and take rest. The mother was the connection
with the children and the nanny. Since he was 4 years old, there was a nanny
in the house. Before she was a nun and a college-educated teacher...The best
connection was with the nanny.

VALERIE How long did she stay?

MRS KISS ~She was 91 years old when she die. She stayed with the family.
VALERIE Was she Hungarian?

MRS KISS Yes.

VALERIE What was she like? What do vou rememher ahout her?

MRS KISS She was a wonderful woman--intelligent and very patient with the
children, take care of them and tzach t.he_m.

VALERIE What about your mother? What was she like?

BARNA KISS She rﬁany times was sick. When I.born, she was very sick. STomaCh...‘
MRS KISS She was a teacher too, but she did not have to use it...He was in a
bunker and a bomb hit him. He was one year in a hospital...Later on when the
Second World War was coming, he get back the sickness so he was afraid of the
bomb and the airplanes what was coming. ’

EVA What year was he hospitalize?

MRS .KISS 1917.

VALERIE What was the most important thing your parents taught you?

EVA Any one thing that your mother taught you, or your father?







Barna Kiss (cont) a -7-

Mrs Kiss When the Hungarian take ovér this part of Czechoslovakia, he was also
in the Army and he went to take over the town, they started.the same thing as they
do in other cities and towns like ours; hate the Jewish, break the windows... ;
When he heard, the first thing he stopped them and take care of them. So nobody
get hurt in this town where he goes and no Jewish were hit or in trouble. He
stoppcd them immediately when he heard that something was going on...I want to
believe him when he told me that. Then later here I find a friend who was in
this town where he went. I ask her, does anything happen with the Jewish in
your town when the Hungarian army come in...

VALERIE How did you stop them?

BARNA KISS I was the commander...

MRS KISS The soldiers catch the people who make the trouble and take them-- ‘

not to the prison... ,

EVA When you were making the decision to tell the other soldiers to come
ﬁm you... *

BARNA KISS I tell the soldier, take back these...

EVA Did you think a lot about it...

MRS KISS Immediately he... '

BARNA KISS When I wait, is too late...

MRS KiSS Catch the troublemakers and bring them in.

EVA Did you go with them too?

MRS KISS No, he don't have to...he just give the orders.

VALERIE This was in 1938...

EVA What town was this in‘?

MRS KISS LEVA.

EVA This was a Czechslovakian town that was occupied by Hungary?

MRS KISS Right--now it is called L E V E.

EVA Today it's Czechslovakia?
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Barna Kiss (cont) -8-

BARNA KISS Yes. Now it is Slovakia.

VALERIE When was the next time you saved people?

MRS KISS In 1939 there was coming from Poland Jewish and other people
running -away to Hungary. They was in the town Nove Zamky and he was helping
to give them papers. The Polish officers when they get the papers, they find

a way to go to England.

VALERIE How many people did you get papers for?

MRS KISS He never count.

VALERTE Did you think you were doing something dangerous?
MRS KISS Yes it was dangerous. |

VALERIE Why did you do it?

BARNA KISS I want help...

MRS KISS When somebody is in trouble, he want help.
VALERIE Were you always that way?

BARNA KISS  Yes:

VALERIE Was your mother and father that way?

MRS KISS They didn't have a chance. They wasn't in a situation like that.
VALERIE What would have happened to y‘ou if you had gotten caught?

MRS KISS He say it depends what kind of judge yeu got--just like here...

Let me tell you another story that just came to my mind. That was in 1940.
My mother had a friend in Czechoslovakia...already the Jewish was in trouble
...asked Barna to take his mother to BﬁdapeSt. ..he couldn't make it this time,
but somebody else, unknown, he never find out who it was, ask him...take two
children Jewish...to the Hungarian side. Without asking who it is--he don't
even know the names of the childre;l- -he said, of course...brought them to the

Jewish organization who take care of the Jewish children who was escape from

Pre-sa



Barna Kiss (cont) : -9-

other countries. And later he make another trip to save this mother from our

friend...

VALERIE So some of the friends you knew but others were strangers?

MRS KISS He don't care about it...it doesn't matter.

VALERIE Did anyone know that you were doing this?

MRS KISS It wasn't a thing what you talk about it.

EVA Did your family know that you were helping? Your sister, brother?
MRS XISS He say No...He do it when it was necessary to help people...
VALERIE Would there be anyone you wouldn't like.to help?

MRS KISS He say If somebody was in trouble, he wbuld help.

EVA Were thére some people who asked you to help, but for some reason

you couldn't help?
MRS KISS ...That happened in 1942 when he get this Jewish labor battalion.
They have tc walk 2000 miles. If somebudy couidn’t walk and stopped somewhere,

they shoot them...One of the men in his battalion had a bad leg...He stop and say

I can't walk. Barna couldn't help him so he left him there. It wasn't allowed

to put in a carriage or a car...Three weeks later, he is still alive and he is not
mad of him because of that. He wrote a book'in Budapest. He sent him the book

and dedicated to him...He was in danger but he made it...There were two-other Jewish
labor bottalions, what means 428 people killed...maybe 10 people escape to Russia
or get sick in the hospital... Other in the battalions, everybody was killed...
Instead of going to the front...put down on the front , somebody is touching there,
they blow up. That was the job what these Jewish should do--the labor battaljons
put them down or take them out. Of course, many of them get killed. Barna managed
that his battalion don't have to go to do this work. Instead, he find in a forest

they was working with the wood to make out skis, telephone poles..,




Barna Kiss (cont) -10-

EVA What did you do with the prisoners of war?

BARNA KISS They was working.

EVA What year was that?

BARNA KISS 1942.

VALERIE How did you work it out so that you could do this?

MRS KISS He know somsbody who was ahead of him. He ask him, please send
me and my people to this place.

BARNA KISS Did you think you would be able to save them this way?

MRS KISS Yes. First of all, when you have wood you are not suffer from ;:old.
You have a warm place. You have warm water and you can wash yourself. Then
he take care of it that everybody get food what was very important because‘
the others didn't give out food to the Jewish. They was starving. And in

his battalion...(reads Dedication)...

EVA Was there anything that Mr. Kiss did to help you during the war?

Méybe you can tell us where you met? P
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Mrs. Kiss (cont) -13-

we have a good life still because we went to theatre, to movies, companies, §
luncheon and dinner and pafties--so we had a good life still.

VALERIE What couldn't you do?

MRS “KISS At this time we still have our radio. We don't have a car...

As far as I remember we always have a car...Working conditions were different.
They couldn't hire a Jewish as a boss or a highex-' position as a superviser.
There wasn't any officer who was Jewish...they take away in '42 the rank from
my father and give him a book with a big J (JEWISH)--you never see such a book.
You don't have to show it. It doesn't matter...My father was in Menchausen ? .

BARNA KISS He was very good friend.

VALERIE He got out?

MRS KISS Yah.

EVA What happened in '44--were you taken to any of the camps or hidden?
MRS KISS When Hungary was take over, came Salershee ? who was worse than

thé Germans with'the Jewish--when he take over as commandant in Hungary § Budapest
-(thé other was no Jewish, oﬁly in Budapest was Jewish)--that was the last time I
saw my father, October 20, 1944...It was a big shock for me because I was very
attached to my father and I loved him...On 6ctober 23rd came the law that the
Jewish woman has to go too. That was on Monday. On Sunday evening, they came

to the house...He called up that he is waiting for me downstairs and he told me
that tomorrow you have to go, and he said you are not going...He said, six o'cléck
in the morning I am waiting for you in. this corner. You come out with a cost...
take everything double what you can. He give me before Christian papers to hide
with it. Next morning instead of going to a Concentration Camp, I am going with
him. He has to go to the Front ag;in. I was scared to death to be alone without

him so I said I am going with you wherever you go... It was unforgettable

because in this train was high officers and the whole time they was saying- -
12
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‘Mrs. K.iss (cont) : -14-
It's about time they take the rotten Jewish and they kill them. And I was just
sitting and listening and very quiet...We arrived at the place without food...
After 3 days they were on the Front already--they don't have any food, and what
they have they wouldn't sell even for money...He find for me a place near to
Budapest--some cousin of his nanny. She had a cigar store--she know or she didn't
know if I'm Jewish or not, I never find out. She never ask me. She gave me place
in her room, and that's why... He prepared already before that I would go there.
EVA | How did you know that she would take somebody in? |

MRS KISS He say, because of nanny. That was a nice family so he trust her.
He didn't said it's a Jewish girl. He said just I bring somebody here.

EVA What do you think wouid have happened if you told her it's a'
Jewish girl? ’

MRS KISS He say, nothing. I am almost positive that she know I was Jewish,

but we never talked about it.

VALERIE How long did you stay there?

MRS KISS Until Christmas. Before Christmas happened a big ?

EVA Demonstration? Commotion? Raid? ’

MRS KISS Right. A police raid. 'Ihey‘ came to the cigar store. They came

from house to house, room to room, cellar to cellar to look for hiding people.
There was a curtain and I was sitting in the room. I forget everything my hiding
told me and I was prepared and dressed to go with them. They came into the cigar
store and asked, do you have any cigarettes. No, I said, we don't have any.

We will look for it. I say, go ahead look for it. If you find it, it's yours;
They say, OK goodby, and went out. I said, that's it, I can't take anymore.
When he came visiting next time, I' say to him I go with you again. That was on

Christmas...that was the time when he should go to Austria--he didn't follow
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Mrs. Kiss (cont) : ‘ -15-

the orders, and he escape from the Army. He belonged almost as the same category
as a hidden Jewish because-he was hiding a deserter. That was the last chance.
We were on the train to go to Austria with the other officers together... He '
said, wait I have a phone call to make, and the train pulled out. That was the
last train because this was the time at Christmas when the Russians made a circle
around Budapest and it wasn't anymore a way to go out...We were stuck--what to do,
no place to sieep, no hotels or anything like that...We tried and a woman said
for one night you can stay here...come in and go out nobody should see you...

I stay and never come out... One side the bomb take My; I was on the other side.
When the bomb was coming everybody went down to the basement except me...nobody
knows that I am in the house...He was not with me. He was every night in different
places. They was looking for him, and when they catch him they would kill him...
In 1944 at this time, he has 4 apartments ®mnder_his name in Budapest. In all 4
apartments was Jewish hiding--20, 25, 30.

VALERIE You rented the apartments?

BARNA KISS Yes.

MRS KISS This was in '44 when the Germans came in.

EVA You found the apartments and ;'ented them?

BARNA KISS (Explains in Hungarian)

MRS KISS Someone will have to translate it is too complicated. He had a friend

who had the power to give out apartments--the Commandant's helper--that was an
old friend. He give him help when he say I want one more apartment and another

apartment...
EVA Did you know the people who came to stay in the apartment? Or did

one person bring another person?

. MRS KISS He say mixed...sometimes my friend is coming tonight to stay here.
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.- *Mrs. Kiss (cont) ~ -17-

to , but once a week show up in the house so they know you live here...

And my father throw him out--Never, ever mention that because you not my
friend anymore. Barna say, that's not the law...but my father was a straight ;
man--what they said must be done... . ‘
EVA When did Barna's father leave the army? ' ?!
MRS KISS He was only a few months in the army until they took away -

the book, like I say.

EVA What did he do during that time?
MRS KISS Originally he was an engineer--agriculture. He had 3 diplomas

in 2 different countries. First he made in Budapesf, then when he went to

Czechoslovakia he make it all over...He was very rich...Later, when the

Hungarian came in, he couldn't work and he could not have any more employees.

When we went to Budapest, it was a Swiss company where he was like a vice-

presider;t...But I still don't know how, before the German came in, he get a
invitation from the Ministerium to come in for work. He went in and said,

‘g'entlemen there must be a mistake because I am Jewish, They said, we know f

-

that. They say, we need your work and we need you. And they give a job

for him to do. When the German was coming in, he was working for the Minis-
terium. Then when they came in, it was ovler.

EVA Did your mother work at all?

MRS KISS She didn't work. Do you know how many servants we had in our

house? Five,

EVA ‘hat was the Jewish background in your family like?

MRS KISS We wasn't religious.  '

VALERIE Did you go to synagogue?

MRS KISS In the big holidays...Not kosher...But on Friday my mother 1ight ;
I

the candles. Or when it was a yahrzeit, and I'm doing too--still. Do you



Mrs. Kiss (cont) -18-

know who is the biggest Jewish in the family? He. He is the one who wants
to celebrate every Jewish holiday...Celebrate Hanucah and a Christmas tree

beside it. They are very good friends. They don't fight with each other.

EVA - How did your sister become a Zionist?

MRS KISS I don't think she was a Zionist. She just married a Spanish

Jewish. A very rich man and they gu to Israel and settle down there.

VALERIE Is she still there?

MRS KISS She died.

VALERTE How long age?

MRS KISS In '67...Barna had a brain operation in '64 on Christmas night 5

...He had a cyst on the brain from where it comes nobody knows...He is

legally blind because the cyst damaged the eye nerves. Thank God, he is alive...
After the operation, he get epileptic fit...It is under control.

VALERIE Just to go back a littie.,.we left you in 1544 1jving in tie

house in Budapest, then what happened? How did the two of you get out of the
country?

MRS KISS We get married in '4S...He don't want to enjoy the Commmist

Party either...He don't like the terrorism. He don't want to go to the Com-
munist Party so they put him in the jail for six months...He go to his friends
to give him a Passport...Ticket was prepared to come out. He made a mistake
when he told me when we go out together, I have to work. I said I am not
crazy to go out. Why should I work--here I am not working. I still have a
maid here who is doing the housework...After '48 they pushed him to the Com-
mmist Party...He looked for the hardest work you can imagine...carrying coal
on his back to the apartments--200 1lbs on his back...

EVA So you were separated a lot?

17



* Mrs. Kiss (cont) | -19-

MRS KISS You can say that again. And almost S years in Israel when he

was on the ship. I was alone with the children.

VALERIE How.many children? .
MRS KISS Two -- one in Maryland and my daughter is in Florida...

EVA I'm going to take you back to the prison...

MRS KISS . Don't take him back to prison. That was enough for me.

Besides he was 10 times in the hospital since we are here in this country
besides the brain operation...0.K. back to prison. After '48 we want to
leave the country legal...He get 6 months...When he came out from the prison
...In 1950 is my son born. My daughter in '54.

EVA You went to Israel?

MRS KISS In 1957...In 1956 on this night, 3000 people go to the border.
Five of them was catched. We was included (laughter). Out of 3000 spies,
we was caught.

VALERIE With all the beople you saved, you couldn't save yourself.

MRS KISS *

They took us back to Budapest, and he said, don't back out--tomorrow we try
again. I said, you can try, not me... It was September and it was cold.

I heard stories how they went through the river with the children on the back--
frozen to death...He said, I will go and I am taking the children. No,

I said the children stay with me...He ‘ask me, would you come with passpdrt.
Of course, I would. So when the passport office opened--at 5'oclock 1n the
morning he was already staying there (laughter)...In another month when we

went out of the country, she was still full with spots but she was over the

pox.
VALERIE So you went to Israel?
MRS KISS Yes. And spent 2 beautiful weeks in Italy. That was our honey-

mobn...We was in Genoa on the Italian Riviera in a small hotel what was #ll
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Mrs. Kiss (cont) -20-

marble...Then we go to Israel with the ship...He work with the same captain
on the ship in 1932-33. ‘He invited us for tea in his cabin...He asked what
we want to do, where he want to go as a sailor, so he give advice...He said
you go to the port and you -find many friends with whom you was working
together...In a very very short time, he was already on a ship (laughter).
You know how is in Israel; they don't care if he not Jewish...Only thing

he can't be a citizen...

EVA A Jew is a citizen automatically; a non-Jew becomes a citizen

after S years.

MRS KISS He get a passport.
EVA So you are a citizen.
MRS KISS For the first year he was working with the Hungarian book on

the ship... (laughter)....

EVA What made you decide to come to New York?

MRS KISS .+..I said to my husband that to be a sailor is not for a man who
has family. The children growing up don't have any father...He was away in
Africa for 7 months, he came back...the 3-year old daughter didn't recognize
him (laughter)...and without language what can you do in Israel. He was
already 50-years old. He tried digging...When he was coming back & forth
between New York § Haifa, he had a connection with friends who asked why are
you suffering in Israel. Come to the United States. It's much easier.

More chance. Better-paid work. We help you with affidavit... We came on

the Czechoslovakia quota what was open. The Hungarian quota was a long waiting
list...

EVA Did you share with your children about your experiences during

the war?

19
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Mrs. Kiss (cont) -21-

MRS KISS Yes. And my children are very interested in it--not as I heard
from other Hungarian parents who survived and lived through all those bitter
things; other children don't want to hear about it...My son used to say,

Dadd)" I listen to you 30 years, you have always something new to tell me.

I know already all your stories and you always have something new to tell me.

They are very proud of their father, and their mother too.

EVA Is there one particular thing you have tried to teach them as
a result of your experiences?

MRS KISS Just to be a person--straight--open w'ith feelings.

EVA And Mr. Kiss?

MRS KISS He tell him what he did.

VALERIE What kind of work does‘ your son do?

MRS KISS He is a mathematician; working for General Electric Company
as computer analyst... He is interested in everything. He is in judo,
horseback ridi\ng, sking. In his house, he is repairing electric, plumbing,
everything. He can cook...

VALERIE Your daughter? ‘

MRS KISS She is married. She has children. Her husband is in Air Force
(laughter)....

EVA One thing I left out--were you involved in any political party
in Hungary before the war?

MRS KISS Not before the war; after the war. He was before the war--
something like agriculture. After the war that was the biggest party and
the winner party in Hungary; not the Commumnist party, they come ’later.

EVA Today are you involved politically?

MRS KISS When he come here, he was with the Democratic Party. But when

the Democrat Party do this with Nixon, hequit.
20




Mrs. Kiss (cont) -22-

EVA You used to go to Democratic meetings in the neighborhood?
MRS KISS Meetings? No. Sometimes before, he go.

EVA Do you belong to any church here?

MRS KISS The last time was in '47, and that was unusual. He go only
once because his uncle made something...He was a bishop § visiting in U.S.

EVA "~ Do you belohg to the iHungarian association of survivors?

MRS KISS No. And I don't go to temple either since my parents was killed.

It doesn't mean that I'm not praying or I don't believe in God...all the
religions are a business. And especially here.

EVA One other thing, do you ever discuss with each other whether
you trust people a lot or are you cautious about people?

MRS KISS He don't trust people. ' He don't like people. He like dogs,
squirrels, flowers; not people. That's a big difference between us. When
he trusts somebody, this person has to deserve 1t... 1 like people. I trust
people. That's why he doesn't have friends. And as I told you, in ali his
life maybe he have S friends--but they was good friends...In this book, THE
POLITICS OF GENOCIDE: THE HOLOCAUST IN HUNGARY, his name is in it.

EVA Yes. He is at the Graduate Center at our University. Did the
author interview you?

MRS KISS No. We want know how to get this book...It cost a lot of money.
EVA ...We'll find out.

MRS KISS He is a Hungarian but he doesn't speak it anymore.

EVA Were your parents involved politically at all?
MRS KISS (translation) no response
EVA How is it to depend on your wife particularly the times that you

were ill--can you accept help from somebody else?

MRS KISS It takes him a long time to get used to it. Months and months
21
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Mrs, Kiss (cont) -23-

he was very nervous, not relaxed at all. When he get nervous, he went to
the fresh air for an hour for a walk in Flushing in a forest. He go for

a walk and when he came back he was relaxed. Then he get used to it, that's ‘
how life is and he has to take it how it is. He feed the birds, he feed

the fish, the dogs.

EVA We talked about your stressful experiences.. Which would you
say is the most stressful experiencc in your life...

MRS KISS In 1942 when he was on the Front. That was the most difficult
time he can remember. He was on the Russian Front with the Jewish labor
battalion. . .Everyday the Commandant kill the Jews...He had many many dif-
ficult times in his life, but that was the most...In '44 was also very
difficult. He left the Army, he was wearing the uniform, but he was escaped
from the Army. How you call it--a deserter. That was very hard....

When he saw on the highway walking--children, old § young going to the con-
centration camp. ‘He saw it. It was unforgettable...If somebody couldn't
walk, they killed him.

EVA Thank you very much for talking with us. We are going to trans-
cribe the interview. We'll show it to you. If there is something you want
to add to it or we would like to ask.

MRS KISS He ask for what you need this?

EVA We hope eventually to write it up--hopefully it will be a book.
Certainly before that happens, we will let you know. We'll let you know beforehand
if we plan to use your name.

VALERIE We're going to be interviewing other people who rescued Jews
during the war...We are interested in having the names of other survivors

" you helped.

MRS KISS '~ He want to know, how many people you interview so far?

22
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| -24-
Mrs. Kiss (cont)

EVA Very few. Not too many. We're going to Germany ﬂ:liS sumner
to interview some people over there. I have somebody whose family came
from Hungary; maybe she will go to Hungary and interview a few people there.
In every Place there is only a few. That's why we have to travel so far
" to .find somebody., o
MRS KISs You are running out of time because the people are dying...
Somebody just told me who didn't live through all these things--it's just
;n Story, they don't believe it is really true that can happen in tht.’: 20th
Century...it's not true, it can't be. Especially the young generation.
VALERIE .  That's why we fcel it's important.

MRS K1sS Even in Isracl, the Sabras told us--why do you let yourself

I say, what Ccan I dc with my bare h?nds against their weapons....

V. Wiener/E. Fogelman
4/23/82msc
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