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ENVIRO "TAL I MPACT REPORT 

REDWOOD CREEK LOGGI NG 

Hi s toric Survey 

The native i habitan t s of ower Redwood Cr eek were peopl e f 

t hab can s toc , cl o elated t o t he H but a p ar t l y t r adi t ional 

enemies of t he coastal Yur ok. own as t e B ld Hi l ls I ndians by t he early 

s ettlers , t h s peopl e e cal le ulu-la i th Yur ok l anguage . Amer i cani­

zation of t hew r d r es ulted in the present des i gnation of Chilula (Kr ober, 

1925 ). 

Prior to 1850 their popul a tion i es timat ed ha ve ee be tween 

500 and 600, but early ·bit e i ntrus i n an hos tiliti es wi th other Indian 

peoples saw the even tua. elimi na tion of t he hi l ul a peo _. Their vi llages 

lay on or near Redwood Creek, sQne b ei ng as much a s a mile or more from t he 

cree , but the ma j ority were c l o e t o the s t Team. In t e s er months, the 

Chi lula left t hese per manent h es t o live on t he pr a iries of the a l d Hi lls 

where they hunted and gathered seeds, bul bs , and acorns (Krober, 1 925) . 

Accordi ng to Goddar d (1 91£~) ther e ar e 18 known villa e s i t es , all 

but one on t he east ern si e o t he creek, s t r e t ch! g from a f ew mi l es above 

Minor Cr eek on the s outh t o ear Tall r ees on the north . Of t his num er 

only ' owunna ut e i on 6, •• 9. . 2 ~) and ol edi (r ection 91 T. 9 R. 2E) 

are wi thin i a t ona l ark boundar y . owunnakut i s escribed by 

Goddar d a s being O ut a mile ea s t of e wood Cr ek on a. small fla t south 

of a ridge along which t he Tr i nida Tr a i l used t o run. " 

lthough the project area was c er tainly fami liar t erri t ory to 

the Chilula eople, i t a ppears f r an t he literature tha t all known village 

s ites ar e s out h .of t he propos ed logging. 

he Tr inidad Trail to which oddard l" fe-rs wa$ opene u in th 

summer of 1850 s a r out e f or pack t r ains carrying s upplies t o t he gol d mi nes 

on t he Klamat h and almon Ri vers (Co , 1929) . ollowi ng an exi t i ng ndian 

trail, i t led f r an Trinidad t o Bi g Lagoon where i t turned east and cros s ed 

Redwood Cree a t Tall rees (Section 1 , T. 9~, R. l E) . rm t here i t passed 

up t he ridge to t he northeast through Section 36, T.10, R.lE and Sect ions 

31 and 30 in TolO , R. 2E, i nt ersect i ng t he t r ail a long the ills r i dge 

in Section 29, T.lON, R. 2E. Passing along the ridge to the s outheast, i t led 

to French Camp where t he trail forked•-one branch going to Martin's Ferry, the 



other into the Hoopa V lley. Other trails cormected the Bald Hills with 

illages n ar ecwan nd Natohko Creek on the Kl math River Township Map, 

18 2J orbe Map,. 86, Belcher ~~:P, 1922; an Bearss, 1 69), 

There was mu h I dian-white conflict during the 1850's and early 

1860's as pacers an miners invade Chilula territory. Troo s, tmder the 

command of t e Hw-n ol t Military i trict, wer.e stat · on at Elk camp for 

the protection o neighboring ranches and t o guard travelers on the Trinidad 

Trail (War of the ebellion, 18 l-186 ; and Bearss, 19G9) J in t :. e, the 

Chilula people were r emoved to the reservation at Fort Bragg and Hoopa (}(rober, 

1925). ccording to Bearss, the ail was aban o ed in the late l890's after 

construction of the Bald Hills Road was canpleted. 

Because most o the area through which the ail passes has 

already been logged, it wo l appe that the o ly ~emai ing s ctions are 

within the ation&l ark and tie un ogge bu fer rip. hat portion of the 

Trail within the ark oundary has been ident fi by ·ed immons and the 

crossing on ed ood Cre k t Tall Tr es or • ncl i the 

ati na egister of i taric 1aces (persona camn ication •ith ed Simmons, 

fomer edwood Nat.iona ark employee, an da Fi • In erpreti e pecialis13,._ 

edwood National r ) . Importa ta t e Tri icia Trail was i n early Humboldt 

Cotmty h·s oey.., it 1 significance t ay as a hysically-identifiable 

route is purely aca ic view of the f a t that vir al y none of it rsnains. 
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