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Senate bill to help
students fulfill
degree dreams

Connection between community
colleges and CSUs to improve

EDUCATION
by Israel LeFrak

Transferring schools can be a
confusing process that can discourage
students rather than encourage them
to continue their higher education.
On Oct. 10, Gov. Jerry Brown signed
Senate Bill 440 into law, which will
go into effect Jan. 1, 2014. The bill
will help streamline the transfer
process for students from California
community colleges to California State
Universities.

According to a projection by the
Public Policy Institute of California,
California faces a possible shortage of
nearly 1 million college graduates by
2025. The state has decided to address
this problem, recognizing that the best
way to meet the needs of tomorrow is
to promote education today.

California State Senator Alex Padilla
(D) authored the bill to help students
complete their degrees earlier and cut
out some of the complications that

can derail them from reaching their
goals. According to Padilla, 73 percent
of college students are in community
colleges, but only 25 percent of those
students who want to transfer actually
complete the process.

A big hindrance to students
transferring is course and major
requirements varying depending on
the schools. With a uniform guideline,
any credits earned in a community
college toward a degree will be
counted. Students who complete the
transfer requirements will be given
priority transfer with a junior status.

The bill also requires community
colleges to provide courses in 25
of the most popular majors, with
transferable associate degrees also
available in those majors. Students will
be guaranteed admissions into their
specific field of study at a CSU.

Sheila Hall, director of counseling
and admissions at College of the

See CSU Changes on page 4
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Does Mr. Humboldt wear
short shorts?

e <5
Evan Von Werlhof displaying

CAMPUS & COMMUNITY
by Ian Bradley
Local forces are searching

through redwood trees and clouds
of questionable fog for the man who
personifies Humboldt County. Evan
Von Werlhof thinks he might be that
man. He hopes to win the title “Mr.
Humboldt” in the county’s first male
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best features. | Ashley Villavicencio

beauty pageant.

Blondies, Savage Henry and the
Arcata Theatre Lounge will come
together to host the Mr. Humboldt
Beauty Pageant on Nov. 16. Von
Werlhof will be one of 15 men
competing to represent males all over
the county.

“I'd like to make Humboldt County
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ST

proud,” Von Werlhof said. “I think I
can win because I'm a nice guy. I'm
hardworking and I was raised to be
modest. Humboldt County is a very
friendly place, very tolerant and it’s
come to define me as a man. It’s where
I came into my adulthood.”

See Mr. Humboldt on page 7
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o clim your prize just provide your name, phone number,
address, and a valid social security number
10 prove your identity.

COMMUNITY
by Tabitha Soden

The Problem-oriented Policing
team in Eureka are the folks behind
neighborhood watch, car seat safety
and many other crime-prevention
programs in the area. Eureka police
officer Suzie Owsley kicked off their
new program, called POP Talks.

The first POP Talk was hosted by
the Humboldt Senior Resource Center
on Nov. 6. The goal was to teach
seniors how to protect themselves
from telemarketing scams. However,
only two people showed up.

“Well, four if you count me and

Information
gathered from
the National
Weather
Service.

for POP talks

Crime prevention program launches in Eureka

Michael,” Owsley said.

Michael Blackwell is the program’s
manager for the HSRC and was in
charge of the advertising for the talk.
He said that Owsley approached them
to schedule the talk. He said that the
center has hosted talks like this before,
but this is their first time coordinating
with POP.

Blackwell said he hears about many
incidents of seniors getting scammed
via phone call.

“The turnout was disappointing.
I felt more people in the community

See POP Talks on page 4
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News

The United States Environmental Protection Agency took over

the Samoa pulp mill Sept. 30, after an EPA employee inspected the
site in August. The employee found more than 4 million gallons
of pulp liquors, hazardous liquids used in the wood pulp-making
process, improperly stored in containers that were leaking.
The urgency of the cleanup was highlighted when an earthquake

EPA emergency cleanup
Samoa pulp mill site a threat to Humboldt Bay

Millions of gallons of dangerous liquids are stored at the Samoa
pulp mill, according to a Times-Standard article by Thadeus
Greenson that ran on Nov. 11.

caused new leaks on Oct 11. Humboldt Bay’s oyster industry could
be damaged if any of the liquid leaks into the water.

The EPA and the Humboldt Bay Harbor Recreation and

Conservation District worked to create a plan for the removal and
transfer of the liquids to a treatment plant. The EPA and U.S. Coast
Guard are building ship docks and pump systems on the Samoa
peninsula to transport the liquid safely.

Compiled and written by Patrick Evans

Arcata businesses lax about
checking 1Ds for alcohol sales

The University Police works with the Department of Alcoholic

Beverage Control

The Humboldt State University
Police Department caught four Arcata
businesses in a “minor decoy” sting
Saturday, Nov. 2.

Arcata Liquors, Chevron at Valley
West Boulevard, Gas 4 Less at Spear
Avenue & Alliance Road and Libation
Wine Bar all fell for the sting.

The UPD conducted the sting in
cooperation with agents from the
Department of Alcoholic Beverage
Control and a 19-year-old decoy,
according to HSU Marketing and

according to Rule 141 of the California
Code of Regulations. A decoy
must present valid identification if
an employee checks, and answer
truthfully when asked their age.

While under police supervision,
the teen tried to buy alcohol at
16 businesses in Arcata; including
markets, restaurants, grocery stores,
liquor stores, bars and gas stations
said Police Chief Lynne Soderberg of
the UPD.

“Where we swept is within our

will be handled by the Department
of Alcoholic Beverage Control, she
said. The employees who sold alcohol
receive personal citations and must go
to court.

Businesses cited for selling to
minors face fines and suspension
or loss of liquor license from the
Department of Alcoholic Beverage
Control. Individuals convicted of
selling alcohol to a minor face a fine
of $250 dollars and 24 to 32 hours of
community service.

The festival of lights
comes to HSU
MCC observes holiday devoted to

Hindu goddess

Humboldt State’s MultiCultural
Center is celebrating the Hindu
holiday Diwali Prakash, or the
festival of lights on Friday.

This will be the first year
HSU observes Diwali, a five-day
celebration in India which honors
the Hindu goddess of wealth
Lakshmi, according to a press
release from the MCC.

Diwali Prakash is named after
the small oil lamps, called diya, lit
by the devout to invite Lakshmi into

and fireworks, according to the
Society for the Confluence of
Festivals in India.

The MCC will hold its Diwali
celebration from 4 to 7 p.m. Friday
in the Native American Forum,
BSS 162. Events include Henna
tattoo painting, food sampling
from Bollywood Indian Cuisine
and dancing by Ya Habibi Dance
Company.

Information.

A minor decoy must be under
20 years old and appear underage

mile radius,” Soderberg said. “We work
where we think students are affected.”
The citations against businesses

their homes. In India the holiday
is a time for house cleaning, gift
giving, decorative light displays,

09:25

19:13

November 2

A “transient-type” person cleaned himself up in
the bathroom in the Behavioral & Social Sciences
Building and left a mess. The person loitered in the
lobby area until he was given a restriction from
campus.

Somehow I get the feeling that the kind of person
who leaves a mess in the men’s room is probably
not the same type of person who cares about be-
ing banned from the grounds. Probably because the
shirtless dude wasn’t really there. That sort of thing
never happens in Arcata.

Two students were smoking marijuana in the sauna
at the Jolly Giant Commons.
That's ... that’s not what hot-boxing means.

Compiled and written by Eli Rohl

LIFD BYTES

1 7 . 1 8 A projector was left on in an unoccupied room in
° .
Siemens Hall.
This couldve been an unmitigated terror if left unre-
solved.

November 8

1 5 . 5 0 People were playing disc golf without a permit.
* You need a permit for disc golf? Where do you even go

to get a disc golf permit?

0 2 . 5 1 Someone was riding on the hood of a silver VW in the G-11 parking lot.
* What could possibly go wrong here?

Someone near Cypress Hall was found stumbling and falling into bushes. He
was in possession of narcotics.

Much to nobody’s surprise. Kiddies, if you're going to peddle drugs, its probably
best to look as normal as possible.

06:53

Iran

Nuclear talks between Iran and six world powers to
curtail Tehran’s nuclear program ended Saturday without
an agreement. The negotiations lasted three days and
Western leaders — including U.S. Secretary of State John
Kerry — say an agreement is within reach. The leaders
plan to meet again on Nov. 20 to continue negotiations.

Compiled and written by Kevin Forestieri

Philippines

Typhoon Haiyan tore through the central
Philippines on Friday, killing at least 1,774
people, destroying buildings and triggering
landslides. Most of the deaths were likely
caused by a surge of sea water filled with de-
bris similar to a tsunami. The United Nations
estimates 660,000 people are displaced, and
many have no access to food or medicine.

Bulgaria

Thousands of Bulgarian students protested in
the streets of Sofia, Bulgaria, on Sunday calling
for the government to resign. The protesters
criticized the current socialist-led government
for alleged corrupt ties with business groups.
Bulgaria is one of the poorest countries in Eu-
rope and has a history of political instability.

Nigeria

Amnesty International spoke out against oil and
gas company Royal Dutch Shell PLC on Thursday,
accusing the company of misreporting the size and
cause of oil spills in Nigeria. Amnesty said Shell is
trying to avoid compensation costs and damage to
its reputation by hiding the devastation of its oil
spills. Shell is Nigeria’s biggest oil producer.

Saudi Arabia

A clash between Saudi police and foreign work-
ers in the lower income district of Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia, on Saturday left two dead and 68 injured.
The conflict came after a week of crackdowns over
visas, and thousands of people have been detained.
A seven-month amnesty expired Nov. 4, forcing
hundreds of thousands of foreign workers to leave.

Sources: Associated Press, Reuters, Al Jazeera, New York Times
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LODGING NETWORK

ARCATA’S FINEST ACCOMMODATIONS
FOR VISITING PARENTS AND STUDENTS

- Exceptional beautifully furnished suites

« Fully appointed with thoughtful amenities

» Walking distance to campus and Plaza

- View website for photo tour and availability

Mention HSU for a 109, Discount!

toll-free 877-822-0935

www.arcatastay.com ::
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Marijuana and you at HSU

Possible campus drug policy post-legalization

CAMPUS & NATIONAL
by Josh Suiso
Contributing writer
Washington and  Colorado’s
statewide ~marijuana legalization

last November has many people
wondering how it will affect state-run
colleges. In “legal” states marijuana
is still banned on college campuses,
but views on marijuana are shifting
according to view polls, and how
legalization would affect California
schools like HSU remains uncertain.

Dr. Joshua Meisel, Humboldt
State professor and co-director
of the Humboldt Institute for
Interdisciplinary Marijuana Research,
said he is unaware of any current

plans set in place for the campus if
California legalized marijuana.

Meisel predicts that HSU could
follow in the footsteps of schools
in other states where it is legal. But
what works in Colorado might not
work in California.

According to HSU’s current
drug and alcohol policy, students
and faculty members with medical
marijuana cards are required to leave
campus for marijuana consumption.

Meisel said he could see a kind
of “pbuffer zone” policy like there is
currently with cigarettes, where a
smoker would have to be a certain
distance from a classroom or

restaurant.
Non-marijuana

smokers have

Illustration by Maddy Rueda

their own opinions on the issue.

Saryna  Collette, a  22-year-
old anthropology major, smokes
cigarettes but not marijuana, and
feels that students who do smoke
marijuana should have the right to
smoke on campus in some capacity.

“I already feel like people sneak
joints between classes, behind
classes, in the smoking areas all the
time, so I don’t really care,” Collette
said.

She said all second-hand smoke
is toxic, but if these buffer zones are
good enough for cigarettes they are
good enough for marijuana.

When asked if she expects the
campus to change if marijuana
became legalized, she said she
doesn’t think much would change

at all.

“Weed up here is kind of like
having a cup of tea or coffee for
some people. It’s just not a big
deal,” Collette said.

How would legalization affect
someone who already smokes

Weed up here is
kind of like having
a cup of tea or
coffee for some
people it's just not
a big deal.

— Saryna Collette, 22, anthropology
major

marijuana? A 21-year-old biology
major, who wishes to remain
anonymous, said he has never
smoked on campus.

“It would be nice to be able to
smoke if I'm with my friends at The
Depot and I don’t want to get drunk
with them,” he chuckled. “Sometimes
I just don’t want all the extra carbs.”

He said that an area like a cigarette
smoking area for marijuana smokers
“seems like a natural progression.”
Smoke would be contained and non-
smokers would not be bothered.

“It’s just like cigs,” he said “if
you don’t like it, stay away from it —
simple.”

Josh Suiso may be contacted
at thejack@humboldt.edu
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SALE

Friday, November 8th through
Saturday, November 23rd

SAVINGS

throughout the

ENTIRE STORE
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Solid Wood Furniture ¢ Finished & Unfinished
813 H Street « Arcata < 822-0312 ¢« Mon-Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-5
Visit us on FACEBOOK: Arcata Exchange, Furniture on the Plaza

DO YOU WANT TO

MAKE A DIFFERENCE?

Associated Students Council vacancies:

* Graduate Student Representative

Elected by and represents students in the HSU
Graduate Programs.

To apply for the position, please submit a resume
and cover letter to the Associated Students office.

For more information contact:
Associated Students

(707) 826-4221
www.humboldt.edu/associatedstudents

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Restaurant hours: 8am-11 pm Lounge Open 8 am-2 am

On the Plaza 744 9th Street
822-3731 Phone Orders Welcome

Restaurant now open until 11 p.m.!
Full menu available from 8 a.m. until 11 p.m.

Trailer Park Mondays

Hamburgers

Hush Puppies, Corn Dogs,
Deep Fried Dill Pickles, Hot Wings,
Bud in the Can, Jello Shots,

$1 off all tap beer

0020 508 8 oo.w@@@)[mﬁm @BI]@W@““ Sae haste

Thursday, November 14th $7  Saturday, November 16th $5
Southern Lord Records artists
Agrimonia

Humboldt Free Radio Presents

www.thealibi.com

+

Jay Arner
{Canadian indie-pop)

plibi 2,

Dolphin Star Temple
Mystery School
=7/(Swedish death-crust -- ex-Skit System, (Arcata Dishey punk)

' -At The Gates, -Miasmal)
+ Mint Records artist
Take Over and Destroy
(blackened rock 'n' roll from AZ)

@ The Alibi

10pm Doors

11pm Music
21+

r B i .2 o,
T r ol -
i o § e

FREDS BODY SHOP

Specializing in Collision Repair

651 Indianola Cutoff
Between Arcata & Eureka
(707) 442-2258

Open from 8am -5:30pm Mon-Fri

Family Owned and operated in
Humboldt County since 1973

e ° o
- * e

Union Labor .
Force #1596 -

-------------------
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Polvrhvthmics
9:30pm $15

Hot Buttered Rum

White Water Ramble
9:30pm $15

T 755 ] The Meat Puppets
The World Takes _

%

y

®

a--f

/' Now Open for Lunch!
11:30am-10pm

W Crush is the newest spot (&
to eat & drink in downtown
Arcata
We have more than 30
wines by the glass as well
as beer, and a substantial
menu to pair with both.

Stop by 11th & H streets,
we think you'll like your
new Crush

1101 H St « Arcata
CrushArcata.com
707.825.0390

CDHSH

eat - merry

FOLLOW US

@HSULUMBERJACK

Easing the transfer
process to CSU schools

Redwoods, thinks the bill will
do nothing but good for college
students.

“Our goal is to help out the
students who fall through the
cracks,” Hall said. “Long gone are
the days for students to kind of
figure it out.”

CR currently offers transfer
degrees in psychology, math,
studio arts and early childhood
development. In fall 2014 they will
add five more: administration of
justice, history, English, political
science and business. CR hopes
to steadily expand the number of
degrees it offers in the future.

When CR puts together
the schedule for an upcoming
semester, they look at which
classes are more in-demand,
faculty availability and fill rates of

classes. General education classes
will have higher priority to make
it onto the curriculum, which may
come at the cost of some less-
popular classes and programs.
Hall is also a coordinator for the
first-year experience program. The
program provides extra support
for new students so they have a
clear idea of what needs to be done
on their path through college. Hall
mentioned that the program offers
a huge advantage because when
students know exactly what they
need to do, they can cut out some
of the unnecessary classes that
take up extra money and time.
Starting fall 2015, all new
students to CR will be required
to participate in an orientation,
take a math and English exam to
determine their proficiencies, and
develop an education plan with a
counselor. Some of these used to

be optional, but CR will make it
mandatory.

Since SB 440 has only recently
passed, HSU transfer counselors
were unable to comment on what
the impact might be on the CSU
system. They have not had time to
analyze the legislation of the bill.

Hall said the best thing a
student can do is to stay in
communication with counselors
and administration throughout the
entire process.

“Students say one thing, we
[counselors] hear one thing, and
what may have been true for one
student is different for another,”
Hall said. “We want to help
students get through the process
so they can be successful.”

Israel LeF'rak may be contacted
at thejack@humboldt.edu

Mark A. Hise, MS, DDS

Root Canals Ceramic Crowns
Extractions  Cosmetic Bonding

White (Non Mecury) Fillings

Emergency Care

READER’'S
CHOICE
WARDS

NEW Patients Welcome

HSU-Arcata Eurcka

1225 B Street__ 1600 Myrtle
822-2802 442-0444

Wednesday Hou 20

Sci Fi Night Ft. The Alien
Factor (1976)

Doors at 6 p.m. |Free | All ages

Thansday Heu 21
Balkan Beat Box
Doors at 9:30 p.m. [$20| 21+

Wedunesday Tlov 13
Gramatik, heRobust, Ex Mag
Doors at 9:30 p.m. [$20] 21+

Tbanoday Hov 14
Random Acts Of Comedy
Doors at 7:30 p.m. |$6| All ages

Satunday You 16
Mr. Humboldt Pageant
Doors at 7 p.m. |$25/$20] 18+

Friday Vou 22
Phutureprimitive, Pumpkin,
Rhizae

Doors at 9:30 p.m. [$20| 21+
Sunday Now 17
TEDxYouth@HumboldtBay
Doors at 11 a.m. All ages
|$50/$lo|for 25 yrs & under

Saturday Nov 23
Random Acts of Comedy
Doors at 7:30 p.m. |$6] All Ages

euday Nou 1§ Sunday Nox 24
Monday Night Football Toy Story 3 (2010)
Doors at 5:30 p.m. | Free|AII Ages Doors at 5:30 p.m. |Free |AII ages

i week 2z ArPCata
Thter Lounge

Curbing crime with police talks

Continued from page 1

could have benefited from the information shared”

Blackwell said.
“I heard one the other day
and I would have thought

POP.

in the next talk but did emphasize the importance of

“My thought process is to build a capacity to

analyze data and to use that
data to drive police and

it was real myself,” he said.
“It was well-done and was
dealing with coupons in the
mail that would help with
groceries. Another one was
about giving away a free
medical alert bracelet.”
Owsley said the POP unit of
the Eureka Police Department
gets calls weekly from seniors
receiving fraudulent phone
calls. Owsley said getting an
exact number of how many
people this affects is difficult.
“Not all of them report the
calls. They won'’t tell anyone
because they are embarrassed
and afraid of losing their
independence,” Owsley said.
The next POP Talk will be

Not all of them

report the calls. They

won't tell anyone
because they are
embarrassed and

afraid of losing their

independence.

— Suzie Owsley

community actions together,”
he said.

He cited an article by John
E. Eck and William Spelman
where crime is explained as
a triangle. The three sides
of the triangle are victims,
suspects and location.

“It’s only a crime when all
three sides meet,” Mills said.
“The goal is to eliminate one
of the three sides.”

Mills said that some of
the biggest problems in
Eureka that the program will
address are homelessness,
the burgeoning gang problem
and methamphetamine in the
community. He said that the
underlying causes of these

held at the HSRC on Dec. 4. It
will feature the new Chief of

Police Andrew Mills. Owsley said they hope it will be

a bigger draw at the next talk.

problems need to be found.
“We have to try to find the

cancer and cut it out,” he said.

Mills said he does not yet know what he will cover

Tabitha Soden may be contacted
at thejack@humboldt.edu

bl 52

Place orders
early for the
holidays!

Wildberries location wil

T RAMONE

ry & Cafe

e open Thanksgiving Day,"7am—4 pm

/‘ )

ARCATA
At Wildberries

Marketplace,
826-1088

EUREKA

2223 Harrison
442-1336

209 E Street
445-2923

At Pierson’s

476-0401

MCKINLEYVILLE

ShoppingCenter
839-3383
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Twelve months of Humboldt artistry

HSU alumna creates calendar featuring local artists

Monica Topping proudly displaying the calender she helped produce. | Sebastian Hedberg

COMMUNITY

by Keren Interiano

A U.S. Census statistic said there are
more artists per capita in Humboldt
County than any other county in Cali-
fornia.

Local writer, photographer and
Humboldt State alumna Monica Top-
ping has created a 2014 calendar called
“small town: BIG ART” in recognition
of the diversity in Humboldt art. The
calendar features local artists, many of
whom are Humboldt State alumni.

“Of all the things Humboldt is
known for, I feel like art should be one
of the first things that pop into people’s
minds,” Topping said.

The calendar features photo essays
of 12 local artists, each representing a
different artistic medium. Topping’s cal-
endar was funded by donations made
to her Kickstarter campaign and local
business sponsorships.

The campaign began on Feb. 15
with a goal of $3,000 within 30 days.
In just 16 days, the campaign met the
quota and reached 128 percent by the
deadline.

One of the troubles Topping en-
countered while making the calendar
was deciding whom to feature.

“I had to use my best judgment and
think about which artists in each media
would best represent ‘small town: BIG
ART’ as an ongoing project,” Topping

said.

Linda Wise, a self-proclaimed “junk”
artist, is featured in the calendar as a
repurposer artist. Wise feels honored
to be selected among the other 11 art-
ists in the calendar. Wise went back to
school at HSU in her 30s and found
it difficult since she was more mature
than most students.

‘I knew graduation then didn't
mean knowing everything there was to
know in the subjects I studied,” Wise
said. “But it gave me the basis to un-
derstand what questions are important
to ask and how to answer those ques-
tions.”

She received a Bachelor of Science
in fisheries and a master’s degree in
waste water utilization and currently
works at recology — which was where
she took up junk art.

“It was their [recology]. I really
got firsthand experience in seeing the
problems we have dealing with waste
in our society. It takes creativity to sort
those problems out,” Wise said.

Christina Anastasia, another HSU
alumna is featured as a jeweler in “small
town: BIG ART.” She majored in stu-
dio art and minored in art history and
dance.

“Taman artist through and through,”
Anastasia said. “From painting, jewelry
design and fabrication, to preparing a
meal, I live and breathe art.”

From an early age, Anastasia was

drawn to art. She created her first piece
of jewelry for a stuffed animal named
Miss Kitty, when she was 5 years old.
Anastasia thanks her teacher at the time
for sparking her interest in jewelry-
making.

“[My teacher] poured a bucket of
beads on a table and I was transfixed
by their color, texture and beauty,” An-
astasia said.

After Anastasia told her mother of
her experience with beads, her mother
shared with her a box of beads and
according to Anastasia she has been
hooked since.

In 2008 she chose to take her pas-
sion for adornment to the next level
and created Christina Anastasia and got
her business license.

In December during ‘“Arts Arcata,”
Topping, along with some of the fea-
tured artists will be in the lobby of the
Jacoby’s Storehouse selling calendars
and autographing them.

Topping already has a 2015 calen-
dar idea in her head.

“People were requesting it at the
2014 calendar release and art show at
the beginning of October,” Topping
said. There’s no denying that the pool
of local artists to draw from is deep,
so I'm sure I won't have any problems
finding 12 artists to feature.”

Keren Interiano may be contacted
at thejack@humboldt.edu

Turning Arcata

on its head
Local breakdancers battle for

cash prize

COMMUNITY
by Lorrie Reyes

Dozens of entranced spectators
watched uprocks, six-step footwork and
poses as funky breakbeats blared out of
the speakers at DTA on Friday.

The audience stood on couches to
get a glimpse of the breakdancers. They
witnessed DTAs first ever cash prize
breakdancing battle. Although the four
b-boys who entered the competition
were from the same breaking crew —
The Humboldt Rockers — DTA owner
Ethan Eldredge thought the battle was
a success.

“The battle turned out really good,”
Eldredge said after the battle. “A lot of
people came out.”

Matthew “Dirty Mattress” Guerrero
pocketed the $500 cash prize, donated
by The Sun and Moon Foundation, after
getting the crowd behind him in a sud-
den-death final round.

Guerrero up-rocked his way into the
final round against his fellow crew mem-
ber, David “Cheez” Brown.

Both b-boys started breaking around
the same time, about six years ago, but
Guerrero said Brown taught him the
fundamentals of breakdancing.

Brown was not too worried about
losing to his fellow Humboldt Rocker.
He was just happy to have some battle
practice.

“Any battle practice is good practice,”
Brown said.

Both Guerrero and Brown grew up
in Humboldt County — a place not usu-
ally associated or known for its hip-hop

scene.

But that has not stopped The Hum-
boldt Rockers from representing one of
the oldest elements in hip-hop: break
dancing. Break dancing is a form of
street dancing that is usually associated
with the four elements of hip-hop, the
other three being graffiti, djing and em-
ceeing.

Both Guerrero and Brown wish
there was a bigger hip-hop scene in
Humboldt.

“The hip-hop scene lacks [in Hum-
boldt],” Guerrero said. “I wish there
were jams every month, not just with
breaking, but with graffiti too.”

The Humboldt Rockers have been
holding down since 2004 when Rex
Atienza founded the crew. The Hum-
boldt Rockers teach breakdancing
classes to local kids on Wednesdays at
Redwood World Dance Studio in Arcata.

Brown said that although the scene
is small, when popular break dancers do
make their way up Highway 101, they
get more training and attention than
they would have in a more populated
area.

Despite what some of The Humboldt
Rockers think about Humboldt's smaller
breakdancing scene, Eldredge disagrees.

“There’s a bigger scene than people
realize,” Eldredge said. “The artists out
here are doing big things. The Hum-
boldt Rockers are holding the b-boy
scene down in Humboldt. They’re keep-
ing it together.”

——  Lorrie Reyes may be contacted
at thejack@humboldt.edu

David “Cheez” Brown and Matthew “Dirty Mattress” Guerrero pose after taking second and first
place, respectively, in DTA breakdancing competition on Friday, Nov 8. | Provided by Brown
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November 18—November 22

Celebrating and promoting interna-

tional educational exchange...

Highlights Include:

Informative Presentations from HSU fac-

ulty

Interactive sessions to include bookmak-
ing and a walk on the world
International Fashion Show

o Study Abroad Fair and student study
abroad panels

e Visiting guests include Ambassador
Browning, Keynote Speaker Ali Aydin and
more!

Please visit our website for the event details
and a complete schedule!

www.humboldt.edu/iew
For more information, contact the Center for International Programs at 707.826.4142
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COLUMN
by Henry Haller

4 As a teen, 1 thought that I
would never be able to live my
life as an out gay male. That
changed when I came out at 19
years old. I did everything I could
to catch up to everyone else my
age. When I 'was 20, [ pefriended
a 24-year-old man who sped up
this process.

I met Chuck at the tail end
of a depressing heartache that
lasted several months. Chuck
and 1 first made contact through
a gay hookup app called Grindr.
Initially, we were both looking to
have sex with each other. But we
scrapped the idea once we found
out that we were both bottoms.

That didn’t stop us from get-
ting to know each other though.
Chuck told me about the men
he was sleeping with and I too
shared the few experiences 1
had. Clearly, Chuck showed a

more sexually adventurous side
than I did. He convinced me that

the best way to get Over someone
was by getting underneath some-
one else. So I decided to live by
those words for the rest of the
summer.

Chuck and I chose to meet
face-to-face for the first time at
Pershing Square in Los Angeles.
The plan was tO stroll around
Gallery Row and people watch
while the monthly Art Walk hap-
pened.

On my way downtown, there
was a guy sitting across from me
on the train rubbing his crotch.

We locked eyes and that sealed
the deal. I got off at the next sta-
tion with him and gave the guy
blowjob.

After 1 finished, 1 called
Chuck to tell him what I had ac-
complished. Up until then, I re-
lied heavily on my phone to find
someone to have casual sex with.

| 7HE SEX FALES

Growing up gay

Illustration by Henry Haller

Sex.

I felt

proud of myself for doing what
gay men before my existence
had to do in order to have sex
decades ago, before technology
and casual sex between gay men
were so intertwined.

This was cruising — a term
gay men use that means search-
ing for a sexual partner in a pub-
lic space. Through the use of
signals and specific looks, men
communicate their interest for
each other. It wasn't something

cither of my parents could teach
me.

I felt that I was experiencing
the same sort of satisfaction that
a man feels when he reels in 2
fish for the first time. I initiated
sex with only my eyes and that
made me feel powerful.

Chuck and T spent the rest of
the night drinking and galavant-
ing until 4 a.m. We took a train
to his house and collapsed on his
bed when we got there.

Since we were both unem-
ployed, 1 returned to his house
the next day to hang out. We
looked for guys nearby on hook-
up sites. I would return every

couple of days to see which one
of us could land the hottest guy.

Chuck and I often took trips
downtown to meet guys. We re-
peated this until T got better at
cruising. 1 remember the area

/)

well and regarded it as a train-
ing ground of sorts. I became
skilled at attracting men without
having to say a single word.

Like a mother, Chuck set up
appointments for us to get tested
for sexually transmitted infec-
tions. We walked to the Men’s
Health Clinic in Hollywood from
his place in Koreatown. I learned
to get tested regularly and often
— especially since 1 was having
sex with multiple partners. I
went once a month for a check-

up and every

\

three months to get tested
for HIV. It was my civil service to
the gay community.

Chuck taught me about gay
history and the different words
gay men identified with over
the centuries. I learned to em-
brace my body and use it to my
advantage and to care for it even
though T had little money.

I learned how to be a gay
man from another gay man. I feel
that the time spent with Chuck
helped me explore my sexual-
ity to its limits. I wish that I had
a mentor like Chuck ealier in
my life. 'm sure it would have
caused me to come out SOONEr

and feel closer to the gay com-
munity.

——Henry Haller may be contacted
at thejack@humboldt.edu
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MUSIC REVIEW
by Jack Castle

‘ARTPOP” is Lady Gaga’s third album
release. Gaga produced the album with
“Born This Way” co-producer DJ White
Shadow, DJ Zedd and French house pro-
ducer Madeon.

Gaga intended this album to be played
from beginning to end, according to Bill-
board. Gaga switches in and out of the vari-
ous sub-genres of hip-hop and electronic
music as if they were the costumes she is
known for wearing on stage.

“Aura,” the first song on the album,
throws in reverberated Middle-Eastern
strings infused with electronic elements.
“Aura” is about an enigmatic pop star who
wears a “burqa for fashion/ It’s not a state-
ment, as much as just a move of passion.”
Gaga’s trademark repeated syllables “aura-
rfi-ra” intertwine with empowering asser-
tions of control that lyrics like, “I'm not a
wandering slave, I am a woman of choice/

my veil is protection for the gorgeousness
of my face” convey.

“Jewels N’ Drugs,” is heavily influenced
by gangsta hip-hop. The track features rap-
pers TL, Too $hort and Twista. The fast-
paced rapping by Too $hort and Twista is
juxtaposed with Gaga’s soft hook “Don’t
want your jewels I want your drugs.”

“MANiCURE” continues the techno in-
fluence of the album and gets you out of
your seat with its catchy lyrics. By the sec-
ond chorus you will find yourself singing
along. A second listen of this song reveals a

double meaning to the word “MANiCURE”
— it sounds like Gaga is saying “man cure.”
“Do What U Want,” featuring R. Kelly, is
the second single off the album. The song
begins with a beat reminiscent of French
electro-house — think “Let There be Light”
by Justice. The gritty beat persists until the
chorus is reached where both Gaga and R.
Kelly start singing. Gaga and R. Kelly’s vo-
gals are what give this song a longer shelf
life than most mainstream pop music. You

‘ARTPOP’ by Lady Gaga

will be listening to this song for months to
come.

The title track ‘ARTPOP” brings color
to the album. Gaga sings, “The melody you
choose can rescue you/ I try to sell myself
but I am really laughing, because I love the
music not the bling,” depicts Gaga’s stance
on music and the artistry.

‘Applause” is all about Gaga and her
love and relationship with fame. “I live for
the applause, play the cheer and scream

for me/ give me that thing I love, T'll turn
thfi lights on.” This track gives step by step
directions on what to do and it is hard not
to put your hands up to the song.
Gaga pushes the limit on this explicit
album and fans of Gaga will love it. If you
are not a fan of Gaga but a fan of electronic

music and hip-hop, definitely check out
‘ARTPOP.

Jack Castle may be contacted
at thejack@humboldt.edu
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Bares thighs for county-wide all-male beauty pageant

continued from page 1

The pageant will be held at the
Arcata Theatre Lounge. All proceeds
from ticket sales will be donated to
three local charities — the Women’s
Crisis Center, the Humboldt Literacy
Project and Big Brothers Big Sisters.

Von Werlhof took part in a beauty
pageant in high school and took
second place. He said he chose to
participate in the Mr. Humboldt
Pageant because it was for a good
cause.

“T couldn’t think of a talent so
I just sang ‘T will Survive,” because
it was funny,” Von Werlhof said. “It
was horrible, that’s why I lost the
contest.”

Each contestant for the Mr.
Humboldt pageant adopts a moniker.
Von Werlhof will be competing
under the name “Mr. Short Shorts”
for the tiny athletic shorts he often
wears when he works out at the
Student Recreation Center.

The name has become a running
joke among Von Werlhof’s friends.
His fiancée Hope Austin explained
that he started wearing them last
year when he began playing rugby.

“They’re part of the rugby
lifestyle,” Von Werlhof said. “They’re
comfortable so I just started wearing
them everywhere. I'd get recognized
for them around campus. They’re
always a conversation starter.”

The pageant is modeled after the
Miss America contest and will start
with a question and answer round.
Von Werlhof said this is the most
concerning part for him.

“We've been running mock
interviews to help him prepare,”
Austin said.

Von Werlhof said it is daunting
because he has to be able to talk
about himself and have well thought
out opinions.

Von Werlhof said that he is not
concerned about the swimsuit
portion. He said he will be wearing
what he stresses is not a speedo, but
rather “speedo short shorts,” which
are his usual swimwear.

“I’ll take the trash out in those,”
Von Werlhof said. “I don’t mind
wearing them on stage. It’s funny
and it’s for a good cause.”

He said they are less skimpy than

the style the brand is known for,
closer to briefs than tighty whities.

The Mr. Humboldt Pageant was
the brainchild of Johanna Nagan and
Emily Hodelmann.
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