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BLACKOUT OF? C IV IL  LIBERTIES IN HUMBOLDT COUNTY?Under the pressure o f W all S tre e t which d esires to  spread the im p e r ia lis t  war and to  involve America d ir e c t ly , there has been an in cre a sin g  a tta c k  on our c i v i l  l i b e r t i e s .  This fo llo w s the pattern  estab lish ed  in  1914-17, with President Roosevelt in  the p lace of W ilson and A ttorney-G eneral Murphy in the p lace o f Palm er.The gen eral war h y ste ria  has led f i r s t  to an attack  on the Communist P a rty , because the Communists are outspoken opponents o f the im p e ria lis t  war. In the in v e s tig a tio n  o f the Communists during the past year, i t  is  to  the c r e d it  o f the Communists th a t only n o n -p o lit ic a l  charges of a lleged  passport ir r e g u la r it ie s  hove been brought a ga in st them.But the a tta c k  again st the Communists i s  only a smoke-screen.The r e a l  in te n tio n  o f  the re a c tio n a rie s  is  to ham string, weaken, or smash a l l  p rogressive o rgan izatio n s o f the people- -th e  trade un io n s, the farm o rg a n iz a tio n s , progressive pension g r o u p s ,e tc ., who do or may oppose the im p e r ia lis t  war.In  San F ra n cisco , U . S .  Attorney Thurman Arnold has caused to  be indicted the loaders o f two o f the most conservative A3? of L unions, the E le c t r ic ia n s  and the P la s te rs  - -  h o ld in g  that the union co n tra cts  signed by these o rgan izatio n s cause a monopoly. The same U .S . Attorney now threaten s to  charge the ' F risco  longshoremen w ith in te r fe r in g  with in te r s ta te  commerce. The longshoremen have been locked out by th e  shipow ners, arid the Governor of C a l i fo r n ia , the U .S . Labor D e p t . ,  and the U .S . Maritime Commission condemn the shipowners fo r  c lo s in g  the p o r t . But th e  longshoremen are threatened with Federal a c tio n .In  Eureka, a lo c a l  tra d e -u n io n ist was denied c it iz e n s h ip  papers because a p o lic e  o f f i c e r  a lle ge d  that two years ago he found r a d ic a l l it e r a t u r e  in  the man' s room* The same p o lic e  o f f i c e r  arrested  the u n io n ist while he was p ick e tin g  the Eureka Inn some two years ago, but the jury found him not g u ilt y  on a phoney "m orals” charge.  A women’ s t r a d , union group has made fa ls e   statem ents in  the lo c a l  press about Communists being on WPA , wanting to  be th ere , and holdin g important p o s itio n s . Union leaders are carryin g around a  fa ls e  l i s t  o f  names o f s o -c a lle d  Communists seeking important p o sitio n s  on WPA so that they can re-w rite  the C ity  ch a rte r .  These charges are com pletely f a ls e ,  but they serve to b u ild  up p reju d ice  again st tho Communists with a view to e v e n tu a lly  denying Communists and a l l  unemployed people the r ig h ts  now afforded them - -  the rig h t to work, and to th in k and speak f r e e ly . We suggest that these labor leaders and th e ir  o rga n iza tio n s look to the p reservation  o f the c i v i l  l ib e r t i e s  o f CIO and AF o f L u n io n is ts .  ( In c id e n ta lly , the c it y  charter can b e  r e- w ritten only by a group o f  freeh o ld ers elected by the people o f Eureka fo r th a t purpose.)The great m ajo rity  o f the American people f e e l  very deeply th at  fo r America to involve i t s e l f  in  war to help the B r it is h  Empire or a crusade o f  c a p it a l is t  nations again st the s o c ia lis t  government o f the S o v ie t Union would b e stupid and c r im in a l.The f i r s t  step in  keeping out o f  any and a l l  wars is  the defense o f the c i v i l  l ib e r t i e s  of a l l  groups opposed to  any such im p e r ia lis t  war. Eureka Branch, Communist U .S .A .



The fo llo w in g  is  the answer of Mrs Huntington, Hew York so ciety  matron who posted h a i l  fo r  E a rl Browder, to the query why she had done so:    ‘’ Dear M rs . Hun tin g to n ,I  follow ed with great in te r e s t  s to r ie s  of your a ssista n ce  to E a r l  Browder in  the la t e s t  attempt of re a ctio n  to s t i f l e  a t  le a s t  one voice th at m ight cry out  the tru th  a t  th is  tim e, when W all S tr e e t seems so determined to drag us in to  another European, im p e r ia lis t  war. . .  P e rs o n a lly , I ' ve never been any nearer to Russia than Bed-  l o e ' s Is la n d , but I  think E a rl Browder' s i s  the c le a r e s t , m ost-in-  te llig e n t-a n d  most honest voice in  America today. And I ' l l  bet i f  th at O ld , hardy frontiersm an who happened to be my g r e a t-  g re a t- grandpappy were a l iv e ,  he' d say so too .      •  Yours very t r u ly ,
    Katherine Booth W ilsonEast C lev elan d , Ohio.""From the typew riter of a woman whose name I  d id  not know u n t i l  yesterday comes th is  testimony of. in d ign a tio n  s t ir r in g  in  the country.  There is  a creeping fe a r  among broad se ctio n s of our people th a t they,  t o o ,  w i l l  be drawn in to  im p e r ia lis t  war.   There i s  reco gn itio n : now of w hy e f fo r t s  on; the part o f  r e a c tio n   are in te n s ify in g  to separate, a l l  l ib e r a ls  and  p ro gressiv e s  from the e n tire  mass of people.For weeks I  have watched the mounting ten sio n .  When Mr Browder was a rrested  I  furnished b a i l  fo r  him, f i r s t s , because I  am one among thousands who wish to hear h is  voice speaking a g a in st our entrance into im p e ria li s t war, and s e c o n d , because we must remember our B i l l  of R ig h ts .  We include the r i g h t  o f fre e  speech, of secret b a l lo t ,  o f f a ir  t r i a l ,  in  our conception o f our B i l l  of R ig h ts .I f  these are taken away from us we may w e ll  ask o u rse lv e s , how soon s h a ll  we see concentration camps in  America?

 v         Hester G. H u n tin gton ."        ’ OPEN FORUMS - - - C URRENT EVENTS    1. Finlan d and the In te r n a tio n a l S itu a tio n , Thursday, Ja n , 4 , 19402. Youth and War.  Thursday, Ja n . 18 , 19403.  Newspapers and War.     Thursday, Feb , 1 , 1940501 W. Wabash, 8 P. M. - - Publ ic In v ite d ,
      t     Eureka. Branch, Communist  P a rty , U. S . A.
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